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7200 BROOKLYN BLVD. 
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 

Office Hours 9am-4pm (M-Th) 
    9am-noon (F) 

 

763-561-1684 
 

admin@bumc.org 
 

bumc.org 
 

Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be 
found on our website under  

Worship/Past Sermons 

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE                      
BROOKLYNS BY … 

 
 

REACH NEW PEOPLE 
Through service, worship,  

discipleship, reaching new people 
with the grace of God  

 
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR 

Living out the 2 great  
commandments of Jesus Christ  

in everything we do as a   
community of faith.   

 
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD 

Serving alongside our neighbors to        
become the heart of the Brooklyns,        

the north side and beyond.  

   I’ll admit it, my mind the last few weeks is on other 
things.  My son, Carter, our 2nd son, is getting married on 
June 1st.   His fiancé, Lexi, is a wonderful young women. 
She and Carter met in high school, she is a Lutheran 
(which is OK I guess), comes from a great family and is in 
school to become a speech pathologist. We are excited 
for them, but I have to admit, I’m a little sad.   
   When did I get old enough to have a son who will be 
married.  It was just yesterday he was sitting in the  
corner wearing his yellow boots pouting, Carter was one 
of the strongest-willed children of all time.  He once 
grabbed a snake in the yard on the way to church. Mom told him to put it 
down, so he did, but picked it right back up again and thought it should come 
to church as well.  And now he is getting married. I pray there is no snake 
that slithers by during the ceremony since the wedding is in a garden! 
   But then I realized something about my son. We raised him right, we took 
seriously our baptismal vows and raised him in the faith to be a person of 
character, convictions and compassion.  Every night of his young life, once 
he and his brothers and now sister, fall asleep, I would slip into his room and 
bless him with the following: “May God bless you, and may you become a 
person of character, conviction and compassion.”  And he has.  And he is 
ready now to journey in life with Lexi doing the same thing we have been 
teaching him since his baptism.  It was just yesterday he was baptized, but 
on the 1st he will be married.  I may not be ready as his dad, but I know this - 
he was raised in the faith, and he will continue his journey. 
   Take some time this month to dig up your baptismal certificate, maybe the 
bulletin from that day, or flip through our hymnal through the baptismal 
vows we took as parents, as a church, for every person that has been  
baptized.  Remember the vows we took to raise each one of them in the 
faith of Jesus Christ.  I know when Carter says his vows, I will be  
remembering his baptismal vows and giving God thanks, for blessing him.     
       ~Pastor Rich  

   This summer we are  
going to reimagine!  To take 
a look at some heroes many 
of us, through the  
generations, grew up with - 
Disney Princesses.   
    Through their songs we 
are going to  reimagine 
them as modern women, 
and how we think they 
would live out their values 
and virtues in today’s world.   

At the same time, our  
Scripture lessons will come from stories from Old and New Testament 
women who followed God through some very challenging times. Who, 
against great odds, served God and loved neighbor, reached new people and 
healed a broken world.  Each week we will also learn from a modern day he-
ro, a woman who is taking her faith and healing a broken world, a modern 
woman who like our princess reimagined, is living out her faith in extraordi-
nary ways.  
   Our challenge - how can their example get us to reimagine our lives in light 

Disney Princesses Reimagined 
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    The Bible begins, “When God began to create the heavens 

and the earth, there was chaos” (Genesis. 1:1). God created it 
all out of chaos.  Good thing for us, God does some of God’s 
best work out of chaos, for that is where we find our United 
Methodist Church, the world’s largest Protestant  
denomination.  Since February when the Global Church met in 
General Session and adopted what is being called the  
Traditional Plan, our denomination has been in chaos.  As 
strange as it sounds, I think it was probably time for God to 
create something new for the people called Methodists.  
    How we as a church include our LGBTQ+ brothers and  
sisters is the genesis of the chaos.  Some in our  
denomination want us to go back to a literal interpretation of 
scripture and state that being LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters 

means you are living a life “incompatible with Christian teaching.” Others, and 
well over 80% of America, feel that our LGBTQ+ sisters and brothers should be 
fully accepted into the life and breath of our church.  
   Since the General Session, small and large groups of people have been  
meeting to find a way forward.  The options seem to be coming down to three: 1) 
The denomination holds and factions from within resist the traditional plan; 2) 
those wanting full inclusion of our LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters leave the  
denomination and create a new Methodist movement and 3) some combination 
of the above options.  Chaos!  
   A group of Methodists, predominately made up of LGBTQ+ and people of color 
from around the country met in Minneapolis in mid-May (at Lake Harriet UMC) to 
give voice to their concerns. This group is called UMForward.  They are currently 
working on some position papers and I will make them available to us as soon as 
they are published. 
   Another group, Minnesota Methodists, are working as well and will bring some 
legislation to the Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
held this June in St. Cloud.  I have invited this group to come to BUMC and host a 
town hall meeting.  The date is pending on this town hall meeting.  As I write this 
article, a national group, with 10 representatives from every Annual Conference 
in America, is meeting in Kansas City under the leadership of Adam Hamilton, the 
senior pastor of our largest UMC, with over 22,000 members.  This group is  
trying to find a way forward for what is considered the middle and progressive 
American Methodists.    
  What does this all mean for BUMC?  It means we live in the chaos. It means we 
continue to stand on the one word the UMC was built upon—GRACE!  It means 
we simply be the Heart of the Brooklyns by loving God and neighbor, reaching 
new people and healing a broken world (and for that matter helping to heal a 
broken church).  But in the chaos, we hold to who God calls us to be - a place of 
open hearts, open minds and open doors. A place where community is built, faith 
is grown, all are welcome and grace is lived!  No exceptions!  No one is excluded 
from the love of God through Jesus Christ! No one! God did not make exceptions!   
One thing I know, that in chaos, God creates something good.  Our role in this 
chaos is to continue to be a people of grace and look for places God is calling us 
to be!  
   Three options are being worked out in our United Methodist Church: 1) Remain 
UM; 2) a new Methodist Movement is born, 3) all churches remain as part of the 
UMC until Annual Conference of 2020, giving enough time to work out the future 
of our denomination.  My hope, we remain together, as BUMC, as a  
denomination, as a global church, until Annual Conference season of 2020,  
giving God and God’s people enough time to create a new Methodist Movement 
built on the Grace of Jesus Christ, one that does no harm, does good and stays in 
love with God!  A time of chaos for God to create us into something new!  
    My hope for BUMC, we thrive and grow in the midst of this chaos and we live by 
grace.  We listen, learn, speak out, and allow the spirit to move through our 
church.   BUMC, let’s keep growing in Grace!      
       Pastor Rich                                                    

Saving our change, making special gifts, to 
heal a broken world. 

 
Change for Change Offerings 
Using our change and special gifts, God 
calls us to give to change the world.  Each 
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their 
change, bring it to worship along with any 
special gift you feel God is calling you to 
give, and place it in our Change for Change 
Offering. Together we shall change the 
world.  
 
This month we will collect for SUNNY, 
Exodus Lending, Peace with Justice Sunday 
and Youth Missions. 

 
SUNNY - 6/2 
Serving Up Nutrition Now for Youth is a bagged 
lunch program that operates M,W,F out of 
BUMC. Families grab 2 bagged lunches, one to 
eat today & one for tomorrow. Money collected 
goes toward the purchase of food. 
 
EXODUS LENDING - 6/9 
Exodus Financial Services, known as Exodus 
Lending, was founded as a first-of-its-kind non-
profit to solve the payday loan problem. They 
get Minnesotans out of payday loan debt and 
back on track financially by enrolling and 
supporting them in a 0% interest refinance 
program, lending up to $1,000 to qualified 
participants. 
 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY- 6/16 
When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, 
your gift makes possible our critical kingdom 
work in the world. Because you give: 
   Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting 
Arizona border communities. 
   United Methodists in Liberia are being 
equipped to implement the denomination’s 
Social Principles to address social-justice issues. 
   Pennsylvania students are educating their 
community about sex-trafficking at home and 
abroad. 
 
YOUTH MISSIONS - 6/23 
Our Youth are planning a mission trip for the 
summer of 2020. Change collected will provide 
scholarships to those who can’t pay the full 
amount of the trip in addition to expenses 
incurred/supplies for the trip. 
 
FIFTH SUNDAY - 6/30 
Service to the community. 
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We will soon be enjoying SUNNY days again: Serving Up Nutrition Now for Youth.  Planning has started, local 
businesses are being contacted about donations and volunteers, new flyers are being designed, and updated signs 

are being made.  I am looking forward to gathering together the fabulous volunteers who have served over the 
last six years – yes, this will be our 7th year of serving nutritious lunches to the people in our neighborhoods! 

 

Volunteers are needed.  Sign-up sheets are posted. Donations will also be gratefully accepted.  More information 
will be posted about the items we need.  Cash donations can be given to the office with “SUNNY” noted on your 

envelope or check. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:8: God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 

 

Please plan to join us for the SUNNY summer season!  Contact me if you have any questions. 
 

Pat Swanson, SUNNY Coordinator 

Join us on Sunday, June 2nd, to learn 
more about SUNNY and what they’ve 

done over the past 6 years for our 
community. 
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June for Kids—And Parents! 

♪ Kids will sing on Father’s Day this year.  Music & rehearsal 
schedules came out April 28th. 

♪♪ Sunday School volunteers are needed. Parents, grandparents, and those with a 
heart for our children are all encouraged to contact me. Volunteering just one  
service a month would give us much needed help as our numbers grow. 
 

SUMMER CAMP EARLY BIRD DATE IS PAST!! CAMPS ARE FULL OR 
FILLING! SEE OR CALL LINDA 763‐234‐2019. 
There are close to 50 campers registered this year. The first campers leave June 23rd. There is a 
camp meeting to make sure paperwork is completed and camp requirements understood on 
June 2nd. Campers and a parent must attend at 10 AM or 1:15 PM or schedule to meet with me at 
another time. Watch for more information. Contact Linda at children@bumc.org or 763‐234‐
2019 call/text. 

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

BROOKLYN’S KIDS 

News and   

Linda Browning, Director of Children & Family Ministry 

Answer the Call 
Everyday we are called to be a witness to Christ. Sometimes 
it is a call to ministry, sometimes to do good work in the 
world, sometimes a call to care about people, sometimes a 
call to remember. Each week in Sunday School we will learn 
about what it means for us to answer that call! 

COMING SOON! A Facebook Group for BUMC Parents 
Every Sunday there are “take homes” from the SS class. It might be information on the class, 
upcoming activities, getting registrations for camp, a contest for the kids or a helpful handout 
for parents.  Many never make it home with the child. Look for an announcement and  
invitation to join the Facebook group! 

    NEW Resource for Parents! 
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 Youth Ministry 
  By Mim Campbell, Director 

 

      

      Summer Service Opportunities 
 
  Mega Fundraiser @ Mega Sale 

Thursday, June 13 & Friday, June 14 
 

We’ve been invited to help with the sale! We’ll  
   be providing a Snack & Beverage Service  

throughout these two days.  
Sign up with Mim to increase your activity  

   account.   

NOTE: You may also help with Mega Sale  
set-ups before Wednesday, Customer Service in  
various departments during the sale and take down 
after the sale.  
 

                      _____________________ 
 
Sunny @ BUMC  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday throughout the  
Summer 
Sign-up outside the nursery to set-up and serve 
in various ways to assemble lunch  
bags between 11AM - 1 PM.  

   
 
  

               BWCA CANOE TRIP 
                       August 9-12  
BUMC will be partnering with Kowakan  
Adventures, a United Methodist Outdoor  
Ministry, to enjoy a few days in the Boundary 
Water Wilderness, outside of Ely in Northern 
Minnesota.  
 

Trained guides will provide equipment, 
orientation, navigation and community-
building and faith growth opportunities.  
 

Registration forms are available in the church 
office. Please complete and return to Mim by 
June 15.  Fee: $150.00   
(Scholarships & Fundraising options are available) 

 
 June, July & August  9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
 

Grades 6-12 (Fall 2019) are invited to “walk”  
their talk about God’s love and care for the  
world - by putting it into action!  
                    

 Youth will complete a service project in the morning               
and enjoy a fun outing in the afternoon. Bring a  
beverage, bag lunch and a friend. T-shirts will be  
provided.  
 

      Thursday, June 18  
   Morning: Volunteer at Global Health Ministries 
   Afternoon: Pool with Water Slides 
   Cost: $10.00 
    Thursday, July 11 
    Morning: Changing Gaits Riding Stables 
    Afternoon: Volunteering at Family Pathways 
 
Text Mim to reserve your place on any given day.  
sign up to “walk your talk” this summer.   

Walkin’  
the  
Talk 

There will be a special celebration for High     
   School and College Graduates!  

 

                            SUNDAY, JUNE 2 
                    Worship at 9:00 AM  
            Special Cake reception to follow 
 

The following students will be 2019 high school 
and college graduates.  
 

       Kweku Amusah, North Dakota State University 
       Sade Berrouet, Park Center High School 
       Brianna Clarke, U of MN - Rochester 
       Janice Clarke, U of MN - Duluth 
       Odia Ebojie, North Hennepin  
       Sawyer Hoff, Park Center High School and  
 Normandale College 
       Matthew Long  Park Center High School  
       William Long, Park Center High School 
        Abigail Pazandak, Coon Rapids High School 
        A-mal Zarzar, Osseo High School 
 

 Everyone is invited to join in celebrating their  
academic accomplishments and future  endeavors. 
There will be a giant card to sign in the Fellowship Hall. 
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To our Communion Servers  
and Liturgists:  
Theo Harris, Joyce Harris, Joylus 
Harris, Jeff Holton, Meg Holton, 
Grace Holton, Jill Michael, Judy 
Bonnell, Mary Hooper   

 

 

 

CARING 
MINISTRIES 

 

Mim Campbell 
Pastoral Care 

Roughing it in Raymond, SD 
Seven of us took off for a 
mission trip experience to work 
on the solar oven project in 
Raymond, SD. 

 

We experienced car trouble, living quarters in a 1911 building, 
broken water main causing us to use the nearby port-a-
potty, very muddy streets, and a trip to the emergency room 
in Watertown, SD. 
 

What we discovered was the kindness of South Dakota 
residents, our own flexibility in adapting to interesting 
surroundings, and involvement in a project that would change 
the lives of the recipients of these ovens. 
 

We were treated to delicious meals by Judy and Jim Zeck 
(Bonnie Zeck's in-laws).  
 

The trip was marked by grace, friendship, and faith in action. 
Would we go 
again?  Definitely! 
 

Thank you again 
for your generous 
donation through 
the Change 4 
Change for Solar 
Ovens and for 
your prayers. 
             
~Judy B 

And our Greeters: Paul and Gail Stone, Peggy Strickland, 
Pat Funk, Karen and Russ Larsen, Mary Ann Peterson, 
Laura Johnson, Dottie Martinson, Alice Ellison 

Thank you each and every one for your thoughts, prayers, cards, 
visits, etc. during my recent heart attack. 
 

One of my favorite authors is Helen Steiner Rice, so I would like to 
share my version of “Give Us Daily Awareness.” 
 

On life’s busy thoroughfare I meet with angels unaware. So, Father, 
make me kind and wise so I may always recognize, the blessings 
that are mine to take, the friendships that are mine to make, if I 
open heart’s door wide to let the sunshine of love inside. 
 

Thank you for your friendship, love and blessings. 
      ~Joan Headline 

Thank you to Nyema Pennoh and his crew of helpers in the painting 
of our north entry. More updates coming soon to give our  
wallpapered areas a facelift.  

A memorial service for Verdell (Blokzyl) Campbell, 
who died last month after losing her battle with 
pancreatic cancer, will be held on Saturday, June 
15th at 1pm at the Hanover Historical Society  - 
1010 River Rd NE, Hanover. Any memorials you’d 
like to give can be labeled for the GIPO Mission 
Team. 

In Remembrance 

Join us in expressions of    
care and prayer for the 
following people… 

Ora Weah and her family, Louise Forfor and her  
family, Jerome (Jerry) Schoeppler, Lewis Logan,  
Arlene Lien, Larry Mortenson, Sherry Lindner,  
Marjory Johnson, Candy Mattson and her brother, 
Glenn, Jim Hoffner, Marion Williams, and Kermit, 
Pat Swanson’s father 

Did you know that an average American‘s daily  
conversations can include up to 40,000 words a 
day?!  And, even more amazing - 75% of our  
communication can be “self talk” or internal  
conversations we have with ourselves.  
 
… Take a moment to think about who you usually 
talk to and what you usually talk about…  
 
Now, consider where prayer might fit in to all of this.  
After all, God’s primary reason for creating us was 
to be in a relationship with us and His most  
earnest desire is to be in constant communication 
with us! Whether, the words we say are in internal 
thought or external conversation, God loves to hear 
about our joys, concerns and requests for guidance 
and care as we uphold one another in prayer.  
 
Beginning with a “Morning, Lord” as we arise and 
moving into an ongoing commentary of our  
encounters and events as we move through our day 
before a moment of thanksgiving and a “Can’t wait 
to talk with you again tomorrow” as we retire is  
exactly what God has in mind!  

Help us stay in touch with members of our church and 
community who are in need of support and prayer. 
Please contact Mim (612) 791-3969 or the Church 
Office. Prayer & Care request cards are available in the 
pew racks.     
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 Loaves & Fishes serves 
meals every Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday from  
noon-1pm.  All are invited 

to join lunch and volunteers 
are always needed. Please 

call 612-377-9810. 

Mark your calendar for Fare for All 
Thursday, June 13 at 4 pm  

 

Items may be purchased at CEAP across from the 
church. July 11 & Aug. 8 are upcoming dates.  

22 BUMC members and partners attended May 2019  
Brooklyn Center Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 

 

In 2018, BUMC received a church-school partnership grant from the MN 
Conference, applied for by Diane Sannes. The grant was designated to 
teach bucket drumming at Garden City Elementary. The grant was used 
for teacher training, sticks and tape, and the buckets were rounded up 
from area businesses. On May 2 the students performed at their  
multicultural night and the drummers were fabulous! 
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Did you know Brooklyn UMC is 
165 years old this year? BUMC 
has been in ministry at the cor-
ner of Brooklyn Blvd. and No-
ble Ave. before there was even 
a Brooklyn Center.  In October 
we would like to celebrate our 
165 years of ministry as being 
the Heart of the Brooklyns.                                 
 

Would you be willing to be part of a team that would help us  
organize our celebration of our past and inspire our future?  We are going to 
set up a few worship celebrations, a chicken dinner, and some fellowship 
events that highlight this.  All we need is you!  Contact the church office if you 
would like to be part of the team.  We will meet a few times in June and July 
to organize and set up our October celebrations.  

MISSION U 2019 
What is MISSION U? 

Mission U is a 3 day conference 
held in St Cloud.  It offers an 
opportunity to study current 

issues impacting society where 
participants grow in understanding 
the mission of the church and the 

responsibilities of women in 
fulfilling the mission work of the 

church.  Mission U is open to 
members and non-members of 

United Methodist Women. 
 

Topics are:  
The Gospel of Mark and Radical 

Discipleship by Janet Wolf.  
Explore timeless issues of poverty, 

gender and equality using the 
Gospel of Mark. 

 

United For Change by Ellen Blue. 
Study of the history of the UMW 

and its predecessor organizations, 
and how women changed the face 

of mission.                    
 

Kelly Inn and Conference Center 
St Cloud, MN 

July 12 – 14, 2019 
 

Or join us at:  
Mission U Too!  

This is a one day conference based 
on the book United For Change.  
August 3, 2019 – Normandale 

Hylands UMC 
 

Contact Carol Foster for more 
information @ 763-234-7543 
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STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS 
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org 
 
Associate Pastor: 
 Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org 
 
Children & Family Ministries Director: 
 Linda Browning - children@bumc.org 
 
Director of Developmental Ministries: 
 Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org 
 
Music Leaders: 
 9am - Clayton Heidbreder - music@bumc.org 
 10:45am - Lexi Bergevin - encounter@bumc.org 
 11:30am - Carl Doe - acm@bumc.org 
 
Circuit Rider Editor: 
 Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org 
 
Office Manager: 
 Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org 
 
Bookkeeper: 
 Diana Pennington - dpennington@bumc.org 

 
 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of Brooklyn 
UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life in the church for 
members and friends. Comments, articles and information 
can be emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly 
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
Church office phone: 763-561-1684 

 

Place your ad here!  
If you want to promote your 

business/services to our  
congregations, place your ad 

here for only $5/month. 
bumc.org 

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC   

@BrooklynUMC 

BrooklynUMC 

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements 
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121  

Olympic medal winners.  Shaklee gives you 
what you need to create healthier lives for you 

and your family.  
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312 
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PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 
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Twin Cities  MN 
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Sunday Worship Times:  
9:00 am Traditional 
10:45 am encounter 

11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair  


