
Grab Gather Grow                              
Week of Sunday, May 12th 

 

Grab this study, gather a few people, and grow in faith. 
 

SCRIPTURE: (read over the scripture together)                                   
Acts 9:36-43                                                                 

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas). Her life 
overflowed with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in need. 

About that time, though, she became so ill that she died. After they washed her body, they 
laid her in an upstairs room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, when the disciples heard that 
Peter was there, they sent two people to Peter. They urged, “Please come right away!”  

Peter went with them. Upon his arrival, he was taken to the upstairs room. All the widows 
stood beside him, crying as they showed the tunics and other clothing Dorcas made when 

she was alive.                                                               
Peter sent everyone out of the room, then knelt and prayed. He turned to the body and 

said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up. He gave her his hand 
and raised her up. Then he called God’s holy people, including the widows, and presented 

her alive to them. The news spread throughout Joppa, and many put their faith in the 
Lord.  Peter stayed for some time in Joppa with a certain tanner named Simon.                

 
OPENING PRAYER                                          

As you gather today, simple share some of the “Moms” who have shaped your life.  When 
the gathering is done simply lift up these women to God giving God thanks for their lives 

with you. 
 

DISCUSSION (a few of the following) 
Last Sunday we started a new worship and sermon series called “A Call.”  Throughout the 
months of May we will be talking about God making a call to us to engage in ministry. How 

do you feel you are being called by God?  What ministries do you think you are called to 
engage? 

 
Read over the scripture reading from Acts 9 (see above) again.  Our faith tradition tells 

us that Dorcas made handcrafted items as part of her ministry of “good works and  
compassionate acts.”  She also loved the persons who received her gifts and devoted 

her life to good works.  How do we devote our lives to good works? What simple acts of 
good works can we do?  



In this Scripture we never hear from Dorcus herself. Luke tells her story for her. 
She is full of good works. She dies—perhaps suddenly. Peter restores her life. She 
sits up, Peter “shows her to be alive” (vs.14) and she resumes her work.  How is 

she a model for our lives?  
 

SERVE                                                                  
Would you be willing to place a call? Call your mom today!                             

Our Change4Change offering this coming Sunday is for the Conference Love  
Offering. It is an offering for mission projects throughout the state of Minnesota and 

beyond that we, United Methodists, due together. This year there are three  
projects: Lao Samphan Methodist Church, Volunteer Lawyers Network (which  

operates at BUMC) and Volunteers in Mission Scholarships. In what ways can your 
gathering raise some funds for our Love Offering? 

 
Sunday/Today was/is Mother’s Day. Is there some way your gathering could reach 
out, call on, your mother?  Maybe someone who is alone on Mother’s Day? Maybe 
someone who has lost their Mother recently? Maybe a grandmother or an aunt or 

neighbor?  Maybe someone who’s mother was not the best of moms?  Reach out as 
a gathering to a mom.   

 
This week, May 15th-18th, we have a mission work team in Raymond, SD at a  

warehouse making Solar Ovens.  Each day lift this team up in prayer and go to our 
Facebook page and watch their progress.  

AT HOME THIS WEEK:                                                         
Share your High and Low of the day; read the daily scripture; talk about it; 

pray about each others highs and lows, and at the end of the day, bless each 
other with the blessing below or one of your own.                                 

 
“Her life overflowed with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in 

need.”  Acts 9:36b                             
SUNDAY: Acts 9:36b                                                          

MONDAY: Acts 9:36-39                                                        
TUESDAY: Acts 9:40                                                          

WEDNESDAY: Acts 40:41-42                                                    
THURSDAY: Acts 1:8                                                          

FRIDAY:  Matthew 28:19                                                       
SATURDAY: Colossians 3:12-17                                                  

BLESSING: “May your life overflow with good works and compassion”  


