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7200 BROOKLYN BLVD. 
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 

Office Hours 9am-4pm (M-Th) 
    9am-noon (F) 

 

763-561-1684 
 

admin@bumc.org 
 

bumc.org 
 

Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be 
found on our website under  

Worship/Past Sermons 

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE                      
BROOKLYNS BY … 

 
 

REACH NEW PEOPLE 
Through service, worship,  

discipleship, reaching new people 
with the grace of God  

 
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR 

Living out the 2 great  
commandments of Jesus Christ  

in everything we do as a   
community of faith.   

 
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD 

Serving alongside our neighbors to        
become the heart of the Brooklyns,        

the north side and beyond.  

It was a long, cold, and snowy winter was it not?  The last real 
snow storm my snow blower said no - no way was it going to 
push that wet stuff at all.  Ice jams took over my down spouts 
and gutters. I cannot count the times I slipped and fell on the 
ice. My basement took on water!  Need I go on?  The Good 
News—Spring has sprung!   And with it we enter Holy Week 
and the Easter Season.                                                                                                             
 

In worship we have been looking at the journey of Jesus  
toward the cross through the eyes of Simon Peter, a flawed 
but faithful disciple.  We will continue to use Simon Peter as 
our guide as we turn to Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.  
My challenge to each and every one of you is to ask: Are you inviting? Friends,  
family, co-workers, students, clerks, the coffee group, your book study group - are 
you inviting others to join us for worship, especially for Easter Sunday?                                 
 

I was in Cub Foods the other day and in the  Easter candy and decoration section 
(right as you walk in) is 4 short aisles of Easter stuff!  And not one thing, not one 
thing, about the Easter story.  I was picking up some Reese's eggs, a favorite of my 
family’s (and some Snicker eggs for me) when I began talking to the person in the 
aisle with me.  She was so excited that the Easter stuff was out.  So after some 
small talk I asked her what church she attended.  Her answer saddened me. This 
woman who was so excited to celebrate Easter attends no church and never has.  
She had the look on her face of “why would I attend a church?!?!?” She has never 
heard the Easter story!  So I invited her to worship on Easter Sunday.  I figure I have 
a 10% chance of her showing up with her kids. But my odds of getting them to show 
up is at 0% if I did not ask.  How about you? Got someone you could invite?  See you 
in worship on Easter Sunday, and for that matter every Sunday of April.   
         

Pastor Rich  
 
 
Breakthrough Prayer Workshop 
The Minnesota Annual Conference has asked BUMC if we would like to go through a 
journey toward vitality and become an equipping missional congregation.  As part of 
our discernment process, our leadership team and a newly formed Breakthrough 
Prayer team (led by Mim, our Care Coordinator) will be attending a Breakthrough 
Prayer Workshop on Saturday, April 6th from 10am to 4pm at Cross Winds UMC in 
Maple Grove.  If you would on the 6th lift up in prayer our teams as we discern our 
engagement in this journey toward vitality for Brooklyn UMC. It all starts with  
prayer!  
 
A Quarterly Report                                                                                                                                  
Coming out in mid-April you will see something old that is new again in your inbox 
or mailbox.  A BUMC quarterly report where we will highlight some of the ministries 
of the first quarter of the year (Jan-Feb-March); share an overview of our  
stewardship and finances from the 1st quarter of the year; and talk about some 
future dreams we have coming in the next few quarters.  If you have a ministry  
story from the last three months please send it to Pastor Rich with a digital picture 
and he might be able to add it to his report.  Look for it sometime after the 3rd 
Monday of April.  
 
A Way Forward for the United Methodist Church.  The United Methodist Church is 
facing a time of chaos and uncertainty and the future of our denomination is being 
tested and challenged and the future is unknown. The issue of human sexuality, 
especially how the church relates to and is open to the LGBTQ+ community, was the 
issue that has brought the United Methodist Church to the brink of a schism, but in 
many ways it was the excuse. The underlying issue seems to be how different 
“Methodists” interpret Scripture.  Our pastors are very much engaged in this process 
that is chaotic and uncertain and have asked us as a church to just hold, be who we 
are as the Heart of the Brooklyns through Lent and Easter, allow our pastors to  
discern, discover, and explore the issues facing our church.  After Easter we will 
begin a process of how Brooklyn UMC can minister into the future of being the 
church.  Truth is for the United Methodist Church, as the world’s largest Protestant 
denomination, it looks like renewal and reform. Something new is being created by 
God in the chaos.  Let us just continue to be the Heart of the Brooklyns and work 
through the chaos.   



3 

  
 

Saving our change, making 
special gifts, to heal a broken 

world. 
 

Change for Change Offerings 
Using our change and special gifts, God 
calls us to give to change the world.  
Each Sunday we ask all of BUMC to 
save their change, bring it to worship 
along with any special gift you feel God 
is calling you to give, and place it in our 
Change for Change Offering. Together 
we shall change the world.  
 

This month we will support 
scholarships for summer camps and 
solar ovens. 

 
Camp Scholarships - 4/7, 4/14, 4/21 
This year, approximately 30 youth, ages  
6-18 hope to attend camps at Koronis and 
Northern Pines in late June, early July. 
Both of these camps are sponsored by the 
Conference but they still cost money. The 
money collected will support 
supplementing the fees for our youth to 
attend and add to the fundraising efforts. 
It’s great to have so many youth 
interested in going to Methodist camps so 
let’s help them get there! 
 
Solar Ovens - 4/28 & 5/5 
Since January 2000, Solar Oven Partners 
has equipped over 10,000 families with 
practical training in solar cooking, and 
provided them with the appropriate 
technology to realize the amazing health, 
economic, and environmental benefits of 
harnessing the free energy of the sun!  
 

With the help of donors, volunteers and 
our on-site partners, they manufacture 
solar ovens, educate about solar cooking 
and distribute the ovens to impoverished 
people in deforested lands.  
 

Smoke inhalation from cooking over a fire 
causes lung diseases and eye irritation. 
Drinking unpasteurized water or milk 
causes parasites. The cost of cooking fuel 
can be as much as 1/3 of a low-income 
earner’s wages. Solar-baked goods can 
supplement a family's income. The pursuit 
of cooking fuel is a major driver of 
deforestation, which in turn leads to soil 
depletion, erosion, landslides and even 
desertification.  

SERMON and WORSHIP SERIES                                                                                           
He left everything to follow his teacher and possessed a passion that would 
change the world.  That’s one way to describe Peter. Here’s another: poor, 
uneducated, quick-tempered, and full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even 
sound like the same man. And that’s the point of our Lenten sermon and 

study series on Simon Peter. Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and 
followed God’s extraordinary call. Discover how you, too, have special gifts, 

talents, and abilities that God can use to make a difference today.  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS                                                                                                                    
April 7th  From Cowardice to Courage   

John 21:12, 15-17 
Repentance and Forgiveness and Ways to demonstrate our love for Jesus 

 
April 14th  Palm Sunday through Peter’s eyes   

Luke 19:28-40  
“The stones will speak.” (Lk. 19:40)  

An Exploration of Palm Sunday Through Peter’s Eyes 
 

April 21st  EASTER SUNDAY                                                                                       
Easter Worship : 6:10am; 9am; 10:45am; and 11:30am                                                        

 

Easter Sunday through Peter’s Eyes      
Luke 22:39-46 

 “How To Believe When You Come in 2nd?”                                                                                         
 

April 28th  The Rest of the Story    
Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 2:14, 38-41                                                               

Discern the Presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives; Witness;  
Being the “Rock” to build the Church 

 
May 5th  The Silent Years   Selections from 1 & 2 Peter                                                                          

How to be a follower of Jesus Christ in our closing years 

LENTEN STUDY and WORSHIP  
SIMON PETER by Adam Hamilton  

 
Soup, Bread, and Simon Peter     

6:15 -7:30pm (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesdays, March 13th - April 10th, May 1st & 8th 

Sunday mornings beginning March 10th @10am 
(without worship & soup) 

 
Pick up a copy of the book, Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple  

by Adam Hamilton from the office ($18) or  
download a copy from your favorite e-reader.  



4 

 
Palm Sunday   

April 14th                           
Palm Sunday Worship: 9am, 

10:45am, 11:30am                  
Reading of the Passion  
Story: 7pm Sanctuary 

Monday, April 15th   Risking Reputation 
Matthew 21:9 

7am (Denny’s, Brooklyn Center) or  6pm Study and 
Prayer (BUMC) 

          
Tuesday, April 16th   Risking Righteous Anger    

Mark 11:15-17 
7am or  6pm Study and Prayer 

  
Wednesday, April 17th   Risking Challenge    

Matthew 12:28-31 
7am or  6pm Study and Prayer                                                                                     

7pm Celebration of Music (African Contemporary Choir)     

Thursday, April 18th   Risking Rejection    
Matthew 26:6-13 

7am or 6pm Soup, Bread, Study                                       
7pm Communion Service (FH, music by encounter)                               

  
Friday, April 19th   Risking the Loss of a Friend  

John 13:5-9 
7am or 6pm Study and Prayer                                        

7pm Good Friday Service (Sanctuary, traditional)                       
  

Saturday, April 20th   Risking Temptation    
John 20:1-18 

7am or 6pm Study and Prayer                                        
7pm Easter Saturday Reading and Prayer (Sanctuary) 

 
EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP 

                                                           
6:15 am Easter Sunrise                                      

(Outdoor Amphitheatre, near Shingle Creek/Brooklyn Middle School)    
 

9am in Sanctuary (Pastor Rich Preaching) 
 

10:45 encounter Easter—Fellowship Hall  (Pastor Rich Preaching) 
 

11:30 Sanctuary (Pastor Henry Preaching)                                   
Who are you inviting to join us? 

   
(church office will be closed Easter Monday & Tuesday)                          

A Holy Week Bible Study                            
Entering the Passion of Jesus:  

A Beginners Guide to Holy Week                        
 

7am at Denny’s in Brooklyn Center  
OR   

6pm Fellowship Hall of BUMC                                    
Monday, April 15th through Friday, April 19th 

 
Pick up a book at church or download it on your e-reader and begin reading now. But you are welcome to attend even if 

you do not have time to read along.  Come learn about what Holy Week is all about and attend one or all if possible!  



5 

 
 

It’s the annual UMW Plant Sale. Orders will be taken Sundays March 
31st and April 7th in the narthex between service. Delivery will be 
Wednesday, May 22nd in the afternoon. Any questions call Carol 

Barott 763-315-0993. 

 

 To all who are working on the 10,000 Lydia Purple Scarves Project 
1) Launder each scarf 
2) Stop by the church office after April 15th to pick up circular tags 
3) Sign you FIRST NAME to the tag 
4) Attach the tag to each scarf with a piece of PURPLE yarn 
5) Place each scarf in a one gallon UNSEALED plastic bag (to be sealed later) 
6) Bring all scarves to Brooklyn Church by June 1st 
7) The scarves will be packed 20 to a box and blessed at a Sunday morning service 
8) All will be delivered to the June 2019 Minnesota Annual Conference .  

A big thank you to all who helped!! 

 
Ministry Sunday, May 5th                                         

A Celebration of Pastor Rich’s  
30+ Years of Service in the Church                                

Pastor David Heatland, the Foundation Director 
from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary,           

Pastor Rich’s Seminary, will be with us at all three 
services preaching on the theme of a call to ministry.  There will be an opportunity to give to a 

scholarship fund in Pastor Rich’s name at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary to help 
others support those who feel a call to ordained ministry. Pastor Rich’s family, friends, and 

other church members are being invited to join us that Sunday.  
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♪ Kids will sing on Father’s Day this year.  Music &  
   rehearsal schedules out March 31. 

 
♪♪ HELP! We need Sunday School volunteers for Easter Sunday at the 11:30 
AM service. Last year we had 125 kids in attendance!  Youth 14 and older and 
adults gratefully accepted. 
 

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! SEE LINDA FOR 
INFORMATION.  CAMP SUNDAY IS APRIL 7TH!!! 

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

BROOKLYN’S KIDS 

News and   

April for Kids—And Parents! 

Sunday School follows Simon Peter 

TAKING INTENTIONAL TIME WITH GOD THIS WEEK 
Based on Faith Five, this is a way for families to come close and grow their faith in just a 
few minutes a day. Some find it easiest at bedtime, but breakfast or supper also work 
well.  

…   Gather together                                                                                                                   
…  Share your Highs and Lows of the day 
…  Read Bible story or scripture and talk about it 
…  Pray about each other’s highs and lows 
…  Bless each other  

When we think of Peter, storms come to 
mind—storms of ministry, storms of  
personal faith, actual storms at sea. But  
passionate and determined, Peter was also 
the rock upon which Christ built His church. 
We will follow the life and ministry of The 
Rock until Easter. 

Linda Browning, Director of Children & Family Ministry 
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Camp Sunday is April 7th! 
Camp sessions are filling fast! Register now to avoid disappointment. 
 
Camp Sunday with Papa Dan from Camp Koronis is on April 7th, so be prepared—dig 
out your camp t-shirts, hats and hoodies. He’ll do  Children’s Moments and have 
games in the Library between services.  
 
Remember you can invite friends and family from outside  Brooklyn Church to come to camp with you! You get a cred-
it of $25 for every new camper you register! 
 
Campers and friends will have a chance to do fundraisers in April and May at Cub Foods and to sell popcorn on  
Father’s Day and on other dates such as during the Mega Sale!  
 
Contact Linda for brochures and information, watch your email, and look for Camp News in your mailbox and at the 
Welcome Desk. 

 

There are many, many Camp Minnesota offerings. These are the camp sessions BUMC actively recruits to and supports.  
 

In addition, Mim is working on Boundary Waters Canoe Adventure through Kowakan. See her for more information. 
 

Contact Linda for more information and forms at children@bumc.org or 763-234-2019 (call/text) 

Minnesota Annual Conference sponsored Fish Camp #1 - July 26-August 1 
Mahkwa Lodge, Lac Seul, Ontario, Canada.   
 

Come fishing with Loren Ferch and Marlys Carls-Steiskal as deans.  
$735.00 includes room, board and transportation 
Contact Marlys for more information! 

Camps*   

Pathway 2/Koronis 9-13 years June 23-28 

L.Y.F.E./Northern Pines Completed grades 7-10 June 23-29 

Teddy Bear 1/Koronis 6-9 years June 30-July 2 
      
Fundraisers Cub Bagging April 27  & May 18 
  Popcorn Sales Mega Sale June 12-15 
   Father’s Day June 16 

Important Dates   

  Camp Orientation materials 
available Contact Linda anytime! 

  Camp Sunday with Papa Dan April 7 

  Early Bird registration closes April 30 
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 FRESH! 

 

 Youth Ministry 
  By Mim Campbell, Director 

 

 

 

2019 UMC STUDENT LOANS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

2019 GRADUATE RECOGNITION  

High school and college graduates are invited to   
celebrate their accomplishment with their BUMC faith 
community.  

 

                        SUNDAY, JUNE 2 
                            9:00 AM  
 

There will be a special blessing in worship with a  
cake reception to follow. 
  

We’d also like to have a display of grad photos and 
next steps. So, please text or email them to Mim @ 
(612) 791-3969 or youth@bumc.org or drop off at 
church office by Wednesday, May 29.  

Potential applicants must be at least 18 years old  
and active members of a United Methodist Church  
for at least one year prior to completing an  
application and enrolled in an accredited school at 
least half-time. 
Application Deadline for Loans: May 5, 2019 

COME ALONG TO BIBLE CAMP 
June 23-28 
 

See page 7 for information about when BUMC 
will be going to Camp Koronis & Northern Pines 
this summer! Registration forms, camperships  
and other information are available in the church 
library. 

BUMC will be partnering with Kowakan  
Adventures, a United Methodist Outdoor  
Ministry to enjoy a few days in the Boundary 
Water Wilderness in Northern Minnesota. 
Trained guides will provide equipment,  
orientation, navigation and community-building 
and faith growth opportunities. Contact Mim to 
reserve your place.  
Fee: $200.00  Fundraising and scholarships 
available.  

 

 Questions about FaithTrek and ways youth     
can gain “strength for their journeys. Contact 
Mim at (612) 791- 3969 or mim@bumc.org.  

Palm Sunday   
     Pizzas!  
 

       April 14 

Celebrate this special day with delicious fresh  
pizzas “to-go!”  The following large pizzas to “take 
& bake!” 
  

          Cheese        Sausage 
          Pepperoni    Supreme  
 

A special Palm Sunday prayer and a listing of  
movies to view as we move into Holy Week will  
also be available.  
 

Orders will be taken March 24 - April 7 with  
pick-ups from 10:00 AM - 1:30 PM on April 14. 
 

Proceeds will be devoted to summer faith-growth 
opportunities for middle school & high school youth.  

  AUGUST 9-12 
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 To our Communion Servers  
and Liturgists:  
Jill Michael, Theo Harris, Joyce 
Harris, Joylus Harris, Mary Hooper, 
Sana Eakins, Candy Mattson, Carol 
Foster,  Middle & High School Youth 

 

 

 

CARING 
MINISTRIES 

 

Mim Campbell 
Pastoral Care 

Marj Evans-de-Carpio, the Solar 
Ovens program director, will be 
here April 28th for a mission 
moment and will possibly be 
bringing a Solar Oven with her for 
display. Please join us! 

 
Pictures of Joan Campe’s mission work in Puerto Rico last month! 

Still parts devastated by Hurricane Maria from a year & a half ago. 
Other photos are painting a small bathroom that their team helped 

renovate & outdoor 
painting. 

Join us in expressions of care 
and prayer for the following 
people… 
Amelia Sirleaf, Sherry Lindner, 
Steve Brown, Jim & Karen 
Hoffner, Harry & Colleen 

Look, Marjorie Johnson, Curtis Traaseth, Larry 
Mortenson, Arlene Lien, Jerry Schoeppler 

And our Greeters: Paul and Gail Stone, Ben and Vera Roberts,  
Peggy Strickland, Betty Andersen, Jean  and Gary Blosberg, Diane 
Denkmann, Jim and Karen Hoffner, Laurene Rick, Bob and Mary 
Carstensen, Mary Ann Peterson 

 

 We Never Grow Beyond Doing  
Things We Enjoy!  

  
 Sometimes we define people’s interests and  
abilities based on their appearance.  
 

  … If we see someone in yoga pants, jogging in    
 place at the check-out line, we may think 
 they’re really athletic    
…  If an older person is seen to be more quiet or  
       reflective, it may be harder to pick up a 
 reference point for topics of interest or 
 conversation. 
 

Be assured that everyone is energized by  
passions for life and living it from within! Whether 
we see people involved in a specific activity or 
challenged to believe they may still be able to 
engage in one, everyone’s sense of purpose is 
based on their identification with one or more of 
the things they have or are enjoying. Whether 
someone was actively involved in woodworking, 
knitting or racquetball yesterday or 20 years ago, 
it still means a lot to them. Take a moment and 
just ask them! Trust me, it will be a blessing to 
them and you! 

 

Prayer Team 

 THERE IS NO FORMAL MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED!  
Just pick up a weekly “Outline for Prayer” sheet in 
the church office and join others in lifting up BUMC 
members, ministries and wider concerns through 
individual and intentional small group prayer -  
beginning on Sunday mornings and continuing 
throughout the week.   
 

Our Schedule for Sunday morning prayer:     

  8:00 AM & Continuing ...   
                  Individual prayer walks & stops @ BUMC        
  8:40 AM  Small Group Prayer in Sanctuary   
10:15 AM  Small Group Prayer in Chapel   
11:30 AM  Congregational Prayer in Sanctuary   
 

Please contact Mim if you have questions or  
additional concerns for care or prayer. 

Are you taking the Take5 Challenge? 
Take 5 minutes at least once a  

week and do the following: 
 

Share your High & Low of your day                                                                                  
Read a piece of Scripture                                                                                                    

Talk about how that scripture impacts your life                                                                                            
Pray for each other’s high and low                                                                                  

Bless everyone as you end your day 
 

Every week we will provide the scripture reading for 
the week, with an option for those ready to take the 

challenge, Take5, every day.  
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BUMC will once again sponsor a table for 8 people. Sign up in the office 
if you’d like to attend. Pastor Rich is master of ceremonies this year! 

Next dates are May 9 & June 13 

COMING APRIL 11th 

Brooklyn UMC, it is a 5th Sunday on March 31st.   
Our schedule is below, join us for worship, for fellowship  

and then for service events.  
 

10am-11:30am  Worship (Sanctuary) 
One service only this morning!   

11:30am -12:30pm  Fellowship/Potluck (fellowship hall)  
bring a dish to share, and join us for some great food and even greater fellowship!  

Service Events   
   Begin at 12:30pm  

 
Dignity Center - A team of 8 doing numerous tasks to help the Dignity Center be ready for guests that week.  
KidPack and Homeless Kit Packing - Kidpack supplies will all be provided so come join us as we put them  
together. After KidPacks are assembled we will assemble homeless kits.  Supplies you can bring with you for our 
homeless kits: white cotton socks, female hygiene products, chapstick, beef sticks, fruit snacks, small water  
bottles, a small treat 
Hallway Painting or Church Cleaning  
Parking Lots Clean Up - We have a lot of trash that has appeared in our parking lots and we will also slip over and 
clean up CEAPs lots and parking garage as well. 
Youth Mission Team  

& 
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STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS 
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org 
 
Associate Pastor: 
 Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org 
 
Children & Family Ministries Director: 
 Linda Browning - children@bumc.org 
 
Director of Developmental Ministries: 
 Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org 
 
Music Leaders: 
 9am - Clayton Heidbreder - music@bumc.org 
 10:45am - Lexi Bergevin - encounter@bumc.org 
 11:30am - Carl Doe - acm@bumc.org 
 
Circuit Rider Editor: 
 Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org 
 
Office Manager: 
 Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org 
 
Bookkeeper: 
 Diana Pennington - dpennington@bumc.org 

 
 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of Brooklyn 
UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life in the church for 
members and friends. Comments, articles and information 
can be emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly 
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
Church office phone: 763-561-1684 

 

Place your ad here!  
If you want to promote your 

business/services to our  
congregations, place your ad 

here for only $5/month. 
bumc.org 

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC   

@BrooklynUMC 

BrooklynUMC 

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements 
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121  

Olympic medal winners.  Shaklee gives you 
what you need to create healthier lives for you 

and your family.  
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312 
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Sunday Worship Times:  
9:00 am Traditional 
10:45 am encounter 

11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair  


