News from the
February 2019
Circuit Rider

Join our Pastors and staff every day leading up to the Special General Conference at
2:23pm for a moment of prayer for The Way Forward of the United Methodist Church.
Our global church meets February 23-26 in St. Louis in a General Conference to
determine the future, the way forward, for our denomination as it struggles with
issues surrounding the church’s approach to our LGBTQ+ community. Every day at
2:23pm our pastors and staff will pause for a moment of prayer for the future of the
United Methodist Church, for all our General Conference Delegates and every member
of our denomination. Also at 9pm every evening while General Conference is in
session (February 23-26) our Pastors will be in the chapel of our church for prayer and
discussion with any who would like to join us.
Sunday, February 17th, BUMC and Hennepin Ave. UMC will worship together at
Hennepin Ave. UMC at 10am. Pastor Rich will be the preacher at Hennepin as we come
together to pray for Our Way Forward.
(BUMC will hold services at 8:30am and 11:30am.)
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I have been a United Methodist for 50 of my
55 years. Before that I was a Methodist.
Before that my family had been Methodists
and my prayer is long after I am gone my
descendants will be United Methodists. Why?
Because I believe, to the heart of my soul, in
the one word the United Methodist Church is
built upon: GRACE!
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Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be
found on our website under
Worship/Past Sermons

I believe we do not become followers of Jesus
Christ on our own; I believe we do remain
Christians on our own; I believe we do not act
out our faith in service on our own; I believe
God’s grace brings us to faith, sustains us in
faith and sends us out to live out that faith.
All because of the Grace of God through Jesus our Christ. That is who I am.
I am a believer in Grace.
The United Methodist Church is gathering in February to determine the
future of the United Methodist Church, Our Way Forward. There are several
plans being put out there for our future, and I’m almost positive the
General Body may bring more to the floor of this legislative body. All of
this is happening, because of our struggle with our LGBTQ+ neighbors, but
as with everything there are deeper issues at play. It is a global struggle
because we are a global church. It is a political and power struggle because
there are politics in every institution. In the end my prayer is that when
done there will be a United Methodist Church standing on the Grace of God.

REACH NEW PEOPLE
Through service, worship,
discipleship, reaching new people
with the grace of God

No matter what the General Church decides I will remain a pastor
dedicating my life to living and sharing of God’s grace through Christ. I will
never, and I mean never, serve a church that does not accept and welcome
in every person who the Grace of God brings to the doors of the church. I
will remain committed to Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. My prayer
is that after General Conference there is a church that has found a way
forward, a way to live out and share the Grace of God through Jesus Christ.
That is the Wesleyan Way, that I believe is Christ’s way, and I know it is my
way. Join me in prayer for Our Way Forward every day in February at
2:23pm; then at 9pm if you can in the Chapel every day of General
Conference. And then after, our prayers will need some hands and feet as
we, Brooklyn United Methodist Church, continue to be the heart of the
Brooklyns by sharing the grace of God through Jesus Christ to all.

LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR
Living out the 2 great
commandments of Jesus Christ
in everything we do as a
community of faith.

And on Sunday the 17th (the Sunday before General Conference), worship
with BUMC and Hennepin Ave. UMC as we come together at 10am (at
HAUMC) to pray and worship Our Way Forward as United Methodists. I’ll be
the preacher that morning, and guess what... the sermon will be on one
word: GRACE! (We will worship at BUMC at 8:30am and 11:30am services.)

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE
BROOKLYNS BY …

Pastor Rich

HEAL A BROKEN WORLD
Serving alongside our neighbors to
become the heart of the Brooklyns,
the north side and beyond.
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Pastor Zeck lead the first Brooklyn Center City Council meeting of
2019 in prayer on January 14. Praying that the city leaders of Brooklyn
Center take us where we need to go.

Saving our change, making special
gifts, to heal a broken world.
Change for Change Offerings

Using our change and special gifts, God
calls us to give to change the world. Each
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their
change, bring it to worship along with any
special gift you feel God is calling you to
give, and place it in our Change for
Change Offering. Together we shall
change the world.
This month we will support our Youth
Groups and the MN Teen & Adult
Challenge who will be worshiping with us
on February 24th.

Youth (includes Scouts & Mission)

MEGA Sale Future Is Up To
continue the MEGA Sales, we
You! The MEGA Sale has been will need new leadership.
a wonderful annual event for
the last 10 years.
There will be an evening
meeting in March to answer
It has been wonderful in
questions and see what the
building relationships, helping interest is for a new leadership
the church financially, bringing team. Is God calling you to
new members to Brooklyn,
help lead?
helping the community by
providing furniture, clothing
Maybe God will take our
and other goods at low prices church in a new direction.
and helping non-profits in the Come to the meeting to see
community through giving
where Brooklyn is headed in
10% of our profits.
the future.
Our church and community is
still in need of what the MEGA
Sale provides, but it takes
leadership to have successful
sales.

The 2019 MEGA Sale will be
held this year on Wed. June 12
– Sat. June 15. We are looking
for coordinators in the areas of
clothing and furniture. Please
call the office (763-566-1684)
The leadership of the MEGA
if you would like to help
Sale have been working
coordinate either of these
throughout the years, some all areas.
ten years, all at least 5
years. We are ready to move
on to a different support
level. If we are going to
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The middle & high school youth are
already getting ideas on where they want
to go to on their next mission trip in
2020. Feb. 3rd and 17th we will be
collecting to offset the costs of this trip.
Troop 299 will be worshipping with us on
Feb. 10th for their annual Scout Sunday
and Pancake Breakfast. Change for
change that Sunday will help offset their
expenses.

MN Teen & Adult Challenge
In 1958, David Wilkerson traveled to
New York City to minister to teens. There
he found hard-core drug addiction as well
as prostitution and gang violence. In order
to help these teens, Wilkerson established the first “Teen Challenge Center” in
the heart of New York City.
Over time, Teen Challenge expanded its
programs, offering to help adults as well
as teens. Now there are more than 200
centers across the United States and over
1,000 centers worldwide, making Teen
Challenge the largest network of drug and
alcohol programming in the world.
In 1983, Minnesota Adult and Teen
Challenge (MnTC) was established. And in
1993, Rich Scherber was installed as
Executive Director and opened the first
home. Since that time, MnTC has grown to
over 11 campuses across the state with
multiple program options to meet a broad
spectrum of needs.
Today MnTC serves thousands, offering
a full range of treatment and recovery
services.

We have 3 dates reserved for our group pack. Please sign up on the board in the Fellowship Hall.
Wednesday, February 20th from 6pm-8:30
Friday, February 22nd from 6pm - 8:30
Saturday, February 23rd from 3pm-5
4

5

Youth Ministry
By Mim Campbell, Director

The best part of winter is making plans for
summer! Then, we’ll be ready for it whenever it
finally comes!!
Come along to Bible Camp!
See page 8 for information about when BUMC
will be going to Camp Koronis & Northern Pines
this summer!

2019 UMC LOANS & SCHOLARSHIPS
The BUMC Foundation is delighted to provide
scholarships for 2019 High School Graduates
who are college-bound! Applications are
available in the Church Office.
Criteria for consideration will include: Church
membership, scholastic achievement, school
and church involvement and service.
Application Deadline: Sunday, March 31

Grab a paddle and join us!
BUMC will be partnering with
Kowakan Adventures, a United
Methodist Outdoor Ministry to
enjoy a few days in the Boundary
Water Wilderness in Northern
Minnesota.

Beginning and current college or university
students may apply for loans and scholarships
via the United Methodist General Board of
Higher Education at gbhem.org. Potential
applicants must be at least 18 years old and
active members of a United Methodist Church
for at least one year prior to completing an
application and enrolled in an accredited
school at least half-time.
Application Deadline for Loans:
May 5, 2019
Application Deadline for Scholarships:
March 7,2019

Trained guides will provide equipment, orientation,
navigation and community-building and faith growth
opportunities.
Dates: TBA. Contact Mim.

** NOTE: Scholarships are available through the
Annual Conference for one camp per summer.

Confirmation is held every Wednesday.
6:10pm-6:30 is free time in the youth room
and then class runs from 6:30-7:30.

BUMC 2019 GRADUATE RECOGNITION
BUMC would like to be among those that honor
the accomplishments of youth and young
adults in our congregation. We would like to
celebrate with a blessing in worship and a
special cake reception.
Please text or email photos and next step
information to Mim as you have them.
Recognition Date: Sunday, June 2

Walkin’ the Talk
Summer 2019

A series of local same
day trips for service &
fun. Dates: TBA

Saturday February 2

10:30 AM—3:30 PM

Middle & High School youth are invited to meet at church before heading on over to
CCX, our local TV station. We’ll go behind the scenes to make a short movie and see all
the steps involved in producing it. $3.00 to cover a hot meal. Sign-up with Mim
- You’ll be signing autographs before you know it!
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BROOKLYN’S KIDS
February 2019

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

February for Kids—and Parents
Sunday School Crisis
“That the leaders led in Israel, and that the
people volunteered, O bless the Lord.” Judges 5:2
BUMC has about 120 children between 3 years old and
5th grade that attend Sunday School at least
occasionally. We oﬀer Sunday School at all three
services and on any Sunday we will have 40‐50 kids in
attendance, the majority of them at 11:30.
Because of job and family obligations, we have just
lost 2 group leaders at 11:30. At this time it leaves me
alone to work with 30 kids from K‐5 on their faith
formation.
So starting January 20th, kids in grades 4 and 5 will
remain in Worship with their families at 11:30.

UNAFRAID — A GROWTH MINDSET
Between now and Lent, our kids
are learning about how to live a
Big Life full of learning and
adventure and resiliency and
caring about themselves and
others. They will learn not only to

be confident in themselves but to
trust God and lean on faith.
Parents should look for resource
sheets, challenges like the reading
contest, family activities and
projects sent home!

Heifer International December Change4Change oﬀerings for Heifer came to $1,308.90. The

kids voted again this year on what animals to “buy” with BUMC’s very
generous oﬀering. Last year we focused on animals that would benefit
communities in Africa. This year because of recent negativity about the
peoples of Mexico and Central America, we chose from animals that
would help people in Guatemala, Nicaragua, Ecuador, Mexico and
other countries south of our border. The llama, goat, pig and cow got
the most votes. We will wait for a 2:1 match day so that our $1300 will
become $2600 in animal donations!
A big thank you to all that gave a donation or bought ornaments!
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Registration for Camps is Open!

Yes, in the cold of February our thoughts turn to the campfires of June
and July and to this camping season. Camp 2019 brochures have just
been sent out to past campers from Camp Minnesota. Brooklyn campers
both returning and first-timers are invited to the first Camp 2019
orientation meeting on Sunday, February 10th at 10 AM.. Linda will present opportunities for campers
from 6 to, well let’s just say, infinity, share the important dates for Summer 2019, and will go over
the registration and scholarship application process with campers and parents/guardians. There will
be more Camp meetings announced in the coming months.
Campers and friends will have a chance to do fundraisers in March and April at Cub Foods and to
sell popcorn on Father’s Day and on other dates such as during the Mega Sale! There will be a special
Camp Sunday with Papa Dan from Koronis on April 7h, so be prepared—dig out your camp t-shirts,
hats and hoodies.
Last year with the partnership of families, fundraisers, Brooklyn UMC and Camp Minnesota, we sent
36 kids and youth to camp! There were many who had never experienced camp before! Let’s aim for
50 this year! Contact Linda for brochures and information and look for Camp News in your email box
and at the Welcome Desk.
Camps*
Pathway 2/Koronis
L.Y.F.E./Northern Pines
L.Y.F.E LIT/Northern Pines**
Teddy Bear 1/Koronis

9-13 years
Completed grades 7-10
Completed grades 11-12
6-9 years

June 23-28
June 23-29
June 22-29
June 30-July 2

Fundraisers

Cub Bagging
Popcorn Sales

Important Dates

Camp Orientation meeting #1

March 16 & April 27
Mega Sale June 12-15
Father’s Day June 16
February 10

Registration opens
Camp Sunday with Papa Dan
Early Bird registration closes

Jan uary7
April 7
April 30

* There are many , many Camp Minnesota offerings. These are the camp sessions BUMC actively recruits to and supports.
Check the Camp MN website if you would like to see more at www.campminnesota.org .
** The LYFE Leader in Training session requires pre-application at lyfecamp.org before February 15. There is pre-training.

THANK YOU FOR THE SHOE BOXES TO SPIRIT LAKE MINISTRY!!
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PRAYERS OF
THE CHURCH

Prayers to the families of Alice Purdham,
Shirley Madsen, Patrick Mack and Verla
Peterson, and to Chris & Linda Stone in
the death of Chris’s mother.

For those recovering from surgery or
hospitalized - Joe Hill, Arlene Lien, Marion Williams
For those with upcoming surgery - George Bonnell

To our Communion Servers
and Liturgists:
Carol &Tom Foster
Joyce & Theo Harris
Joylus Harris
Judy Mennenga
Candy Mattson
Jean Blosberg
Pat Swanson

And to our Greeters:
Tom & Carol Foster, Pat Funk,
Dave, Gracia, Greta, & Nolan
Kitelinger, Gail Murray & Ken Rossina, Ben & Vera Roberts,
Peggy Strickland, Rich & Sharon Van Denbos, Phyllis Watkins

Spirit Lake Ministry Update
Remember the Shoeboxes
you assembled in October
for the children at Spirit
Lake Reservation? They
were delivered to the
Reservation in November and given to the children at
Christmas. Thank you for your generosity and sharing the
Christmas Spirit. Now if you want to go on a mission trip…..
Minnesota Annual Conference Spirit Lake Mission Trip
July 7-13
Spirit Lake Reservation, North Dakota
Join a multigenerational mission trip! Families of all ages are
encouraged to attend. Expect meaningful service work as
well as opportunities to engage with the Spirit
Lake community and culture. Volunteers in Mission
Scholarships available. Register before April 30 @
minnesotaumc.org, News & Events, Events Calendar
Wishing Joan Campe and the Puerto Rican Mission Team a
sincere “God speed” on their February trip!!
Thank you Brooklyn UMC for your support of our Change for
Change program. In 2018 we collected $23,647.27 for the
total program with Strong Missions receiving $2324.23,
UMCOR US $1050 and UMCOR Int’l $1994.58. We’re learning
this is a successful program that enables us to support
multiple needs throughout the year. God is good and so are
you!!
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CARING
MINISTRIES
Members of the BUMC Care Team are devoted
to filling one or more of the following roles as
they uphold and support people of all ages in
our faith community.


Sending encouragement and get well
cards along with birthday cards to
everyone.



Visiting people in hospitals, transitional
care, assisted living and full care nursing
homes along with those who live alone.



Sharing communion with people who are
not able to come to worship with us.



Tending to prayer requests and concerns.

If you have an interest in sharing your Godgiven gifts for care and service in this way,
please contact Mim Campbell at (612) 7913969 or mim@bumc.org.
And, if you know of someone in need of
prayer, care or companionship, please
complete a Care Card and/or contact the
church office.
_________________________________
ADDITIONAL SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
The Chaplain at Maranatha is looking for
people to roll residents in wheelchairs to and
from worship on Sundays before 2:30 PM and
Wednesday before 3:30 PM. Please contact
the main desk at Maranatha at 763-5499600 to let them know you are interested in
serving in this way.
_________________________________

Prayer Team

NEW!

Join in praying for the BUMC members and
ministries
… Sunday mornings via individual prayer
walks and small group time together.
… E-prayer updates.
See Mim for more information and resources.

Mark your calendar for Fare for All ,
Thursday, Feb. 14 at 4 pm
Items may be purchased at CEAP across from the
Church. March 14 is the date for next month.
Loaves & Fishes serves meals every
Monday, Wednesday & Friday from
noon-1pm. All are invited to join lunch
and volunteers are always needed.
Please call
612-377-9810.

Boy Scout Troop
299 Pancake
Breakfast!
Date: Sunday February 10th
Time: 9:30 am-11:30am

Thank You for donating Box Tops to our local school

Keep them Coming !!

Please place them in the box on the UMW Bulletin Board
across from the Library

Adult $8 10 & under $5
Brooklyn United Methodist Church
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Place your ad here!

If you want to promote your
business/services to our
congregations, place your ad
here for only $5/month.

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC
bumc.org
@BrooklynUMC
BrooklynUMC

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org
Children & Family Ministries Director:
Linda Browning - children@bumc.org
Director of Developmental Ministries:
Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org
Music Leaders:
9am - Clayton Heidbreder - music@bumc.org
10:45am - Lexi Bergevin - encounter@bumc.org
11:30am - Carl Doe - acm@bumc.org
Circuit Rider Editor:
Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org
Office Manager:
Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org
Bookkeeper:
Diana Pennington - dpennington@bumc.org
Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121
Olympic medal winners. Shaklee gives you
what you need to create healthier lives for you
and your family.
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312

The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of Brooklyn
UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life in the church for
members and friends. Comments, articles and information
can be emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Church office phone: 763-561-1684
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Times:
9:00 am Traditional
10:45 am encounter
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair
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