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Circuit Rider

7200 BROOKLYN BLVD.
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429
Office Hours 9am-4pm (M-Th)
9am-noon (F)
763-561-1684
admin@bumc.org
bumc.org

Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be
found on our website under
Worship/Past Sermons

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE
BROOKLYNS BY …
REACH NEW PEOPLE
Through service, worship, discipleship,
reaching new people with the
grace of God
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR
Living out the 2 great commandments
of Jesus Christ in everything we do
as a community of faith.
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD
Serving alongside our neighbors to
become the heart of the Brooklyns,
the north side and beyond.

Being a pastor, a caregiver, a parent
of a special needs 16 year old, a
driver, cook, launderer, cleaner … well
I think it all gets to be a little much.
If you have not heard, my wife, Bonnie,
had major rotator cuff surgery on her
right shoulder a few weeks ago and
it kind of threw me into turmoil and
chaos. Bonnie and I have often said
we are really single parents. One of us
takes the lead with the house and
leaving the other to be the special
needs parent. It is a delicate balance
but one that we have been able to do
for the last 16 years. But when that
balance gets off, WOW!
I cannot tell you how thankful I am for the people of Brooklyn
UMC, for all they have done from bringing by a meal or a pie, to
changing meetings around and making adjustments. As we go
into November, I for one am very thankful for all the help people
have given us as a family, and me as their pastor. Just the other
night I was exhausted and Bonnie pulled out a gift card and
supper was taken care of AND I did not have to clean up!
Thankfulness is part of my life this November.
Do you know a caregiver? Do you know of someone who is
taking care of a child, a spouse, a special needs family member?
Do you know someone who now has to do everything because of
a family illness, death or mental health issue? If you do, reach out.
My best advice is do not ask the caregiver if you can help - ask
how you can help or just help.
And if you are a caregiver, please just accept the help. We often
reply we don’t need anything or that we are fine and the truth is
that we are busy, tired, and at our wit’s end. As followers of Jesus
Christ we are called to be givers, to be caregivers, to help others.
But sometimes the gift we can give is allowing others to give to
us. If there is one thing I have learned from being a special needs
dad is that it is emotionally and physically exhausting at times and
the only way to get through it is to let the team help out, to have
someone else tag in, to allow someone to care for you to renew
your body and soul. Then becoming Bonnie’s caregiver and the
chief household manager, well I could not have done it without
the gifts of others.
The same is true as the Senior Pastor. Without Pastor Henry and
the rest of the staff I would be a complete failure as a pastor.
Without the wonderfully gifted lay leaders we have at BUMC I think
I would just be in a ball curled up in some corner! And if you know
me at all, letting others care for me is not easy. But it is faithful.
Caregivers, maybe the gift we can give at this stage in our life is to
let others care for us!
As we enter November, let’s be thankful for the caregivers
amongst us and their team of helpers. If you know of anyone who
is currently a caregiver, reach out and care for them. Take one
task off their list. If you are a caregiver, allow others to give to
you!
And remember, Thanksgiving is coming. Who will be invited to
your table who truly needs to be at a feast. Invite someone to the
table on Thanksgiving Day.
Pastor Rich
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Listening Sessions with the Minnesota Delegation to General Conference
When: Saturday, November 17 at 11am to 3pm
Where: Portland Avenue UMC 800 Portland Ave. S. Bloomington
Listening sessions with the Minnesota delegation to General Conference
are an opportunity for you to share your thoughts and your heart with
the delegates who will be voting in the 2019 Special Session of General
Conference on petitions and plans for A Way Forward. The delegation
will offer 30-minute appointments throughout the day. Please plan
ahead. Call or email to set a time with the chair of the delegation, Judy
Zabel at judy@haumc.org or 612-435-1326.
Also join Pastor Rich and Pastor Henry every day at 2:22 pm (between
Nov. 17-Feb. 22) to pause and pray for the United Methodist Church and
its Way Forward. The Special Session of General Conference begins in
St. Louis on February 22, 2019. Please join them.

Saving our change, making special
gifts, to heal a broken world.
Change for Change Offerings

Using our change and special gifts, God
calls us to give to change the world. Each
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their
change, bring it to worship along with any
special gift you feel God is calling you to
give, and place it in our Change for
Change Offering. Together we shall
change the world.
This month we will support Loaves &
Fishes, Kidpack, and Student Day/
Scholarships.

Loaves & Fishes

OPPORTUNITY!
Brooklyn Church has a challenge. In 2020, there will be 10,000 clergy and
lay persons meeting at the Minneapolis Convention Center. The
conference would like to present a purple scarf to each guest.
We have been asked to help hand crochet/knit these scarves. The pattern
and needle size can be your choice, but each scarf should be 6-7 inches
wide and 60-70 inches long. Please use Viking purple (no lavender) yarn.
Fringe is optional. We do have yarn available.
We have made a commitment for Brooklyn to provide 250-500 scarves. If
you would like to help make these or already are making them, please
contact Barb Strahan at 763/315-1891, Alice
Ellison at 612/454-9666 or Judy Mennenga at
763/786-4959. This will help us know how
close we are to our goal. Please keep completed
scarves at home for the time being. Thank you.
For more information contact one of the above.
A PURPLE STORY
I was at Michael's craft store one recent rainy day because my favorite
yarn for knitting purple scarves was on sale. I grabbed their last 4 skeins
and went to check out. The lady in front of me who was just finishing
paying for her articles glanced at my armful of yarn and asked me if I was
a Viking fan. I said I was, but that was not the story of the yarn. Then I
told her and the salesclerk about the worldwide Methodist conference
that was scheduled for Minneapolis in 2020, the local conference’s
request for 10,000 handmade purple scarves, and my commitment to
make at least 25. After a short visit about the project, this wonderful lady
took out her billfold and paid for my yarn! It made my day!
~Diane Bushyager

Loaves & Fishes is a nonprofit serving
free, nutritious meals to those in need in
7 Minnesota counties. They are the
largest "open to the public" meal
program in the state. They are guided by
a vision that all people, regardless of
socioeconomic, cultural or ethnic
background, deserve to meet their basic
needs for food, dignity and respect.
We have been hosting lunches here for
several years on Mon, Wed & Friday from
noon-1. Volunteers are always needed
and appreciated.

Kidpack

Every month, youth are packing 350 food
packs for students at Garden City
Elementary, Brooklyn Middle and Park
Center High School. The packs provide
nutritious meals and snacks for children
in need. Your change will go to offset the
cost of supplies for these packs. Check
out the Youth Ministry page for other
ways to help.

Student Day/Scholarships

Right now there are UMC young people—
who might not have the resources to
attend a school of their choice, or, for
some, any school at all—who’ve been
sent by you into the world God loves
because of your giving to United
Methodist Student Day. When you give
generously you support these students
as they prepare for a life that unites faith
with knowledge.
YTD C4C giving = $19,405.57
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BROOKLYN’S KIDS
November2018

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

November for Kids
How Parents Can
Help SS Succeed
November Sunday School
All Services

Short Stories by Jesus
We’ll be following the
sermon series with a fresh
look at the parables:
Pharisee & the Tax Collector
The Mustard Seed
Laborers in the Vineyard
The Widow and the Judge

Sunday and Wednesday school
leaders could use your help with
reducing distractions in the
classes. Please don’t send elec‐
tronics—phones/tablets—with
kids, no candy or snacks, and
only the money
that they are to
use for oﬀering.
Balls and toys
should also not
come to class.
Thank you!

Children
and Family
Ministry Help Wanted
Volunteer assistance is
needed to keep our
Children’s Ministry growing!
There are many ways to be
involved:
√ Sunday School leaders
√ Wednesday night leaders
√ Music support
√ Ministry Team members
Please contact Linda at
children@bumc.org, 763‐
561‐1684 or 763‐234‐2019

November Sunday School
Fall curriculum will be following
the messages presented in
Worship so that adults, youth and
children are all learning the same
things. October and November
we’ll be looking at the stories Jesus
told‐the Parables‐with new eyes.

Children meet in the Sanctuary at 9
am & 11:30 am and then go to Sun‐
day School after Children’s
Moments. At 10:45, children go
directly to Sunday School.
Nursery care (NB‐2 yrs) & PreK
class (3‐5 yrs) at all 3 services.

Important Dates

Special Notes

Wednesday, October 31st

NO encounter Wednesday

Sunday, November 4th

All Saints Day

Thursday, November 22nd

Happy Thanksgiving!

Sunday, December 2nd

Advent begins!!!

Sunday School volunteers ALWAYS needed
 Please REGISTER children for Sunday School because
we want to celebrate birthdays, place kids in the
appropriate small group by age and grade, have
email and mailing addresses to send out Sunday
School or Wednesday information, and avoid health
risks like food or other allergies.
● NEW Sunday School kids’ Code of Conduct begins
November 4th. Look for info in your mailbox and
from your kids!

PRACTICES FOR CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES ON
SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. WATCH
FOR MAILINGS!!!

For more information or to volunteer, contact Linda
at children@bumc.org, 763‐561‐1684 or 763‐234‐2019

4

Youth Ministry

By Mim Campbell, Director

FaithTrek is an opportunity to gain
strength for Middle School & High
School Youth to gain strength for their
journey. See Mim and/or check out the
table outside the Youth Room.
Family Fellowship
following
11:30 AM Worship

BUMC youth joined youth from another
congregation to discover ways that
horses can help young adults recover
from drug and alcohol addictions. They
went on a trail ride, groomed horses and
participated in insightful, hands-on
activities with horses. Changing Gaits
Ranch near Wild River State Park. This
event is a part of our “Walkin’ the Talk”
service project.

Featuring Homemade Cornbread
Coffee & Tea!

It’s a delicious, ongoing youth fundraiser
devoted to building BUMC faith community,
especially following the 11:30 worship
service.

KID PACKS
Every month, youth are packing 350 food packs
for students at Garden City Elementary,
Brooklyn Middle and Park Center High School.
The packs provide nutritious meals and snacks
for children in need. Should you wish to
support this initiative, please offer to help
assemble, deliver packs to various schools
and/or pray for the children who receive them.

Children, youth and adults are invited to
share an additional moment of
conversation together as they enjoy
cornbread or shortbread.
Come - Worship - Stay - Enjoy!

SUNDAYS 10:15 - 11:30 AM
Senior High
Come share Every Day God Encounters as you walk
along life’s edge of adventure.

WEDNESDAYS 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Middle School
6th-9th graders journey toward confirming their faith
and becoming an official member of the United
Methodist Church.
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Confirmation

It's the Brooklyn UMW Fall Bazaar
Saturday November 3rd, 2018
9am to 2pm
The BAZAAR brings us together with our community and the
proceeds help women and children here and around the world.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Clean out your closet and bring in your gently used clothing for
men, women and children.
Do you have jewelry you no longer wear? You can donate it to
the Bazaar.
Clean off your bookshelves and bring in your books.
Do you enjoy crafts? Rent a craft table! Or we would love
donations of craft items.
Create a gift basket for Bethany Baskets!
Bake some treats for the Bake Sale!
Have lunch at the Cafe!
Shop at the Bazaar and the White House Sale on November 4th!!
Bring your clothing and jewelry items to the church by
Sunday October 28th.
Bring other items to the church on November 1st and 2nd.
(Bake sale items on Friday Nov 2nd or early Sat)
The White house Sale will be open on Nov 3rd from 9 – 2!!
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BUMC White House Garage Sales

Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Nov. 15th, 16th, 17th, 2018
10 am — 4pm
Clothing, Furniture, Housewares,
Linens, Home Décor, Lamps, Etc.
(new merchandise added each sale)

www.bumc.org
Furniture sales conducted year round in church, call for information
Announcing our Grand Opening of our new and reorganized sorting facility!
Gather a friend or two or three and come in and sort clothing or books in our
new room 8, here at the church. Come for an hour or two or three and enjoy
being together with friends and do a great service for the Mega Sale. Directions
are posted in the areas. For more information contact the office or see Marlys
Carls-Steiskal.

The Mega Sale is looking for coordinators for this year’s sale in the areas of
Children’s Toys/Games, and Clothing. !
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Something we are all familiar with is John Wesley’s rule
to live by. “Do all the good you can, by all the means you
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all
the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as
ever you can.” It is painted on the wall of the Midwest
Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) work room. Every day
these words are put into action there. MMDC, located in
Pawnee, Illinois, began operations in 2000. It is run by a
very small staff and hundreds of volunteers. During the
week of September 16 – 22, twelve BUMC members –
Diane Bushyager, Joan Campe, Diane Denkmann, Alice
Ellison, Carol Foster, Tom Foster, Nancy Kipp, Cindy
Lukecart, Jill Michael, Jim Schagh, Peggy Strickland, and
Sheila Weber - travelled to MMDC.
Although many think this organization is an arm of
UMCOR, it is not and does not receive funds from them.
Their missions and the people they serve are similar, but
Midwest Mission is funded 100% by individual donors.
Their motto of “Sending hope and empowerment around
the world and around the corner” is fulfilled with the many
kits they prepare and send to people in need. The kits
include: Student and Teacher School Bags, Personal
Dignity, Layette, and Birthing Kits. In addition, they also
support UMCOR in making their School, Cleaning, and
Hygiene Kits. Meal packs similar to Feed My Starving
Children are also a project. However, these packs are not
prepared on site but MMDC sends all the parts necessary
for them to sponsoring churches for meal packing events.
Other projects include refurbishing bikes and sewing
machines, which provide transportation and a means to
work in order to become self-sufficient. Another unique
MMDC project is building school desks that are made from
recycled school bleachers. The desks also serve double
duty as church pews.
The BUMC team’s work
day was from 8:30 – 11:30
am and 12:30 – 3:30 pm
with morning and afternoon
breaks that are also
educational sessions to
learn more about the end
results of their many
projects. At 3:30 pm all the
volunteers share in clean-up
duties to get the
warehouses and project
rooms ready for the next
day’s work. By 4:00 pm the
work day ends.
Half of our team worked on building school desks. As
mentioned earlier, the desks are built using wood from
reclaimed bleachers. The desks are constructed piece by
piece, assembled to assure they fit together properly,
dismantled to be varnished with polyurethane, and
eventually packaged for shipping. Our team was so
proficient at this job that they were given the go ahead to
continue work on the process on the days when the lead
volunteer was not there to supervise. MMDC was starting a
new electronic inventory system so it was necessary to
find out exactly how many supplies and finished kits were
on hand. This meant counting EVERYTHING.

The other half of our team worked on inventory
activities. Each component part of the various kits were
counted. In the process, items were identified that were
not appropriate for the kits. Those items were redirected
for other purposes. Absolutely NOTHING is wasted here.
Everyone worked hard during the day and had a good time
doing it.
Our team lived together as a family in the dormitory on
site. Sheila along with sous chef, Peggy, prepared our
meals, which were delicious. Everyone else shared in KP
duties. After our evening devotions and team meeting, we
put puzzles together, watched TV, made purple scarves,
and of course, engaged in great conversations. It was one
big FAMILY. One evening Jenny and Stan Lowrey, the longterm volunteer coordinators who were living on the
property, joined us for our evening meal and we loved
hearing their mission stories.
On our afternoon off, we went sightseeing in Springfield.
We saw the Lincoln Museum, Lincoln’s Springfield home,
and the Lincoln family tomb in a nearby cemetery. After
this, we had dinner at a local restaurant and sampled the
area’s signature dish - the “horseshoe”.
During the week we were privileged to participate in
several prayer circles. All volunteers and staff would
gather in a circle around supplies that were ready to be
shipped. We laid hands on the items being sent and prayed
for those delivering and receiving the materials. One
prayer circle was for medical supplies that were being sent
on the USS Comfort to Venezuela, another was for
Personal Dignity Kits going to Logan Women’s Prison, and
a third was for a shipment of stuffed animals also going on
the Comfort which would be given to refugee children.
Each prayer circle was a very moving and meaningful
experience.
Midwest Mission has
developed wonderful
partnerships with other
organizations, including
the US military, in their
efforts to get supplies
around the world.
Likewise, our team
definitely felt the
partnership, love and
support of BUMC. George
Bonnell provided his
famous spaghetti sauce
for one meal and Sang Hui
Jacobson made a Korean bar-b-que for another. One
member gave spending money for each person to use on
their day off, and another supplemented each person’s
dorm fees. Added to these gifts were the prayers of the
congregation and their support through Change4Change
offerings for Midwest Mission. We felt totally supported
and loved by our church family. Thank you for these
wonderful gifts!
Another trip to Midwest Mission is planned for March
2020. Think about joining the team. It is a wonderful
experience! If you have questions, feel free to ask any of
those who went on the trip. Pictures of the trip can be
found on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
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UMW Invitation to Books Discussion

Attention ALL Readers: Another book discussion has been planned for Tuesday, November
13 at 6:30 pm in the Church Library. Everyone is invited! We get together to discuss books
from the United Methodist Women’s Reading Program. This is an informal gathering of
those who have read books from the UMW reading list, either from the current year’s list or
previous years. Everyone chooses the book they wish to read and then at the discussion
gives a brief summary of the book. This helps others in the group decide if that might be a
book they would like to read. So even if you have not read any of the UMW Reading Program
selections, come and join in the discussion and go home with a book to read. Many of the
books from the program are available in the Church Library on the UMW book shelf.
Books from the UMW Reading Program are categorized into five areas of study –
Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action and
Spiritual Growth. Within those categories, there are quite a few interest areas and subjects
that are relevant for today. BUMW recently purchased several new books that are on the
2019 reading list. UMW books are available for borrowing. There is a card in the back of the book that should be
marked with your name and the date you check out the book. There is no specified length of time for borrowing,
but we do ask that you return the books when you have finished reading them so they are available for others to
use as well.
If you have any questions or would like more information about the UMW Reading Programs – either our informal
gathering or the official UMW reading program - please contact Carol Foster at 763-234-7543. As with everything
BUMW sponsors, you do not need to be a member of UWM to attend. This includes EVERYONE even people with Y
chromosomes!!! We hope to see you on November 13.

PRAYERS OF
THE
CHURCH

Prayers to the families of Bill Potasnak, Sang Hui Jacobson, David Strong, Rita Warling, Lillian
Messer as they mourn their death. To Ada Beh in the death of her father, John, and to Nancy
Kipp and Jim Schagh in the death of Nancy’s brother, Scott.
For those recovering from surgery or hospitalized - Craig Hewitt, Bonnie Zeck, Joe Hill
For the birth of Elias James Khoury, son of Saige Vacek and Tom Khoury

To our Communion Servers and Liturgists:
Middle & High School Youth, Meg Holton, Jeff
Holton, Theo Harris, Joyce Harris, Joylus Harris,
Candy Mattson, Karen Long, Pat Swanson, Judy
Bonnell

And to our October Greeters:
Betty Andersen, Gail Branham, Mona
Geeting, Ellie Gross, Theo, Joyce & Joylus
Harris, Laura Johnson, Dottie Martinson, Ken
Rossina & Gail Murray, Burl & Linda Shadden

Your favorite Thanksgiving Dinner of the year is happening again, hosted by our Men’s Group. This no charge lunch
will be on Tuesday, November 13th at noon. Reservations are requested and you may sign up in the office or at the
Welcome Desk by November 9th.
Did you know…?
Beverly (and Dick) Lawrence have been members of Brooklyn UMC for 57 years. In that time Bev has served as
Children’s Ministries Director for 13 years, Volunteer Coordinator for 3 years, and making sure our young ones
have had a “busy bag” for worship service for 20 years. THANK YOU for your service to Brooklyn! It is appreciated!
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 am, Sunday November 4th. You will need to set your clock
back one hour before going to bed Saturday night so that you aren’t asked to help the Men’s
Group set up for brunch that morning.
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Please help the
Dignity Center provide
warm coats for our
neighbors in need!
Coats can be dropped
off October 14 –
November 18
The Dignity Center
425 Groveland Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Large & Extra Large especially needed!
Please label containers or bags –
“The Dignity Center”

Have you heard of FB4K (Free Bikes 4 Kidz)? They have a Distribution Warehouse in Brooklyn Center for
their 2018 Fall distribution. They give away 1000's of bikes for free and this year Brooklyn
United Methodist Church will be a distribution point. If you know of a kid (18 and under)
who needs a “free” bike let us know in the office. We will have dates and times for a
pickup soon. Also would you like to volunteer some time to go over to FB4K’s site and
help work on some bikes, getting them ready for distribution? Again
contact us in the office and we will set up a service team to go help
them get the bikes ready. Check out their website at fb4k.org

Loaves & Fishes serves
meals every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday from
noon-1pm. All are invited
to join lunch and
volunteers are always
needed. Please call
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Place your ad here!

If you want to promote your
business/services to our
congregations, place your ad
here for only $5/month.

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC
bumc.org

Carter’s Dog Sitting Service
Need a place for your dog to stay
while you are out of town? Your
dogs will enjoy a fenced in
backyard and the run of our house.
20 years of experience; reasonable
rates.
Mike & Kathy Carter
763-424-2631

@BrooklynUMC
BrooklynUMC

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org
Children & Family Ministries Director:
Linda Browning - children@bumc.org
Director of Developmental Ministries:
Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org
Music Leaders:
9am - Clayton Heidbreder - music@bumc.org
10:45am - Lexi Bergevin - encounter@bumc.org
11:30am - Carl Doe - acm@bumc.org
Circuit Rider Editor:
Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org
Office Manager:
Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org
Bookkeeper:
Diana Pennington - dpennington@bumc.org
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life in the
church for members and friends. Comments, articles
and information can be emailed to crider@bumc.org.
The monthly deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the
month.
Church office phone: 763-561-1684

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121
Olympic medal winners. Shaklee gives you
what you need to create healthier lives for you
and your family.
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Times:
9:00 am Traditional
10:45 am encounter
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair

encounter Wednesday
6:00pm Table Talk
6:30pm-8pm Small groups & blessing
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