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BECOMING THE HEART OF THE
BROOKLYNS BY …
REACH NEW PEOPLE
Through service, worship, discipleship,
reaching new people with the
grace of God
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR
Living out the 2 great commandments
of Jesus Christ in everything we do
as a community of faith.
2016 Average Worship Attendance: 293
2017 Average Worship Attendance: 323
2018 Average YTD: 310
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD
Serving alongside our neighbors to
become the heart of the Brooklyns,
the north side and beyond.

I must admit, October is my favorite
month – I am a lover of all things fall. I
just like the weather of October so I
think my whole spirit is better with all
the other aspects of my life. As part of
worship this October (and November)
Pastor Henry and I are going to lead a
Worship and Sermon series we are
calling Short Stories by Jesus. It is
based on a new study book of the same
name by author Amy-Jill Levine. She is
the University Professor of New
Testament and Jewish Studies at
Vanderbilt Divinity School. She is an
expert on Jesus’ parables.
Levine states of Jesus’ parables that they are “the enigmatic
parables of a controversial rabbi.” With Jesus’ parables the key to
understanding them is to not think so much about what they
“mean”; instead think more about what they “do.” Let them
surprise us. Let them remind us, provoke us, refine us, confront and
disturb us into transformation of our actions.
Our theme verse for this series is from Mark 4:33: “With many
such parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it.” This Fall, we will be able to hear the challenge of Jesus’
parables anew in our lives. Mark this verse in your Bible, maybe
write it on your bathroom mirror, say it together over family dinner
and at least once a week discuss the parable with others. We will
discuss on October 7th the parables of Lost Sheep, Lost Coin and
Lost Son. On the 14th take a new look at The Good Samaritan. The
21st The Kingdom of Heaven is like Yeast will be the focus and The
Pearl of Great Price on the 28th.
On Sunday Mornings (10am), Tuesday mornings at 10am, and
Wednesday evenings at 6:45pm I will be leading a Bible Study I’m
calling encounter the parables. All one needs is to show up and
bring your Bible with you.
One last thing – can we make October the best worship attending
month of the year? Summer trips should be over, snow birds have
not left their nest yet, lake birds are closing up cabins, end of the
year and holiday activities have not yet started and let’s be honest,
it looks like Vikings games may not be significant (that Bills game
hurt). Can you commit that if you are in the metro you will be in
worship? These parables of Jesus’ are the foundation of his
teachings. See you in worship this Fall!
On a personal note, Bonnie, my wife is going to have shoulder
surgery on Oct. 1st. She will be recovering for over 6 weeks (no
driving and laundry!) I will have to adjust my calendar over the next
few weeks to make sure I can get Bonnie to her rehab
appointments and my kids to their appointments and activities.
Would love to have some help driving Bonnie to appointments and
bringing them to worship on Sundays. Let me know if you could
help us out. Also if you’ve got a few great slow cooker recipes let
me know. I’ll be doing all the cooking for a while.
~ Pastor Rich

PLEDGING
Pledging, filling out a pledge card - fewer and fewer people are filling
them out and turning them into the church. It is a trend in every church.
But a pledge card is actually vital to helping the church be good stewards
of your gifts. It helps us plan and budget, it helps ministry happen, and it
helps us become the Heart of the Brooklyns to love God and neighbor,
reach new people and heal a broken world. As you read this newsletter
check your mail in the next few weeks as you will soon have a pledge card
from BUMC. Prayerfully consider the principle of earn all you can, save all
you can and give all you can. Then take some time to budget your
economics. Determine what 80% of your income is and see if it’s possible
for you to live below your means, living off of 80% of what you make. It
may take some lifestyle changes. Then determine if you can save 10%
and what would be the best ways for you to save. Then there is the
Kingdom portion, would it be possible for you to give 10%? Over the next
few weeks do some Kingdom Economics work, do some budgeting and
see if you can live by the 80-10-10 rule.
We will have a celebration of our giving (turning in our pledge cards) on
Sunday the 28th.

Saving our change, making special
gifts, to heal a broken world.
Change for Change Offerings

Using our change and special gifts, God
calls us to give to change the world. Each
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their
change, bring it to worship along with any
special gift you feel God is calling you to
give, and place it in our Change for
Change Offering. Together we shall
change the world.
This month we will do World Communion,
GIPO Mission Trip, and supplies for
Christmas Shoeboxes.

World Communion

DEAD PHONE
Did you call or text Pastor Rich recently and he did not get back to you? He
had a few days in there where his phone died. He has a new one now, and
a new local number, but he also lost some of his contacts, texts, and
emails. Contact him again if you have not heard from him! Best way to
reach him and get a reply is by email – pastor@bumc.org. But remember
there are a lot of you and one of him so sometimes it takes him awhile to
get back.
If you have an emergency, call him on his cell (651-252-7809).
Emergencies though! Remember there are a lot of you and one of him and
half of you are night owls and the other half morning birds. So calls for
emergencies any time, calls for other things during business hours, text
for anything any time and he will get back to you when he can and as soon
as possible.

OPPORTUNITY!
Brooklyn Church has a challenge. In 2020, there will be 10,000 clergy and
lay persons meeting at the Minneapolis Convention Center. The
conference would like to present a purple scarf to each guest.
We have been asked to help hand crochet/knit these scarves. The pattern
and needle size can be your choice, but each scarf should be 6-7 inches
wide and 60-70 inches long. Please use Viking purple (no lavender) yarn.
Fringe is optional. We do have yarn available.
We have made a commitment for Brooklyn to provide 250-500 scarves. If
you would like to help make these or already
are making them, please contact Barb Strahan
at 763/315-1891, Alice Ellison at 612/4549666 or Judy Mennenga at 763/786-4959. This
will help us know how close we are to our goal.
Please keep completed scarves at home for the
time being. Thank you. For more information
contact one of the above.
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Around the globe, countless gifted and
qualified people face financial obstacles
that hinder them from preparing for the
vocation God has given them, especially
youth and young adults. For ethnic
students who will be the first generation
in their families to attend college, or for
those people of color who haven’t
historically had access to resources that
make higher education possible, the road
toward education has often been
unwieldy.

GIPO

Our team of 9 will be working on a 25
bedroom co-ed dormitory at the school
for most of the students who are
traveling overnight to attend school each
day. Most of these students are the head
of their family with at least three siblings.
Therefore, the majority of these students
will double up in nearby villages and work
on landlord farm, garden or do other
chores to pay rent during the week and
then go home for the weekend. This will
allow them to stay at the school for their
education.

Christmas Shoebox

A ministry of Samaritan’s Purse,
Christmas Shoebox provides fun,
function and educational supplies for
children in need, all over the world. For
the weeks of 10/14, 10/21 & 10/28 we
will be collecting items to put in the
shoeboxes. A list of those items can be
found on pg. 8.

How to be the Heart of the Brooklyns –
Lessons Learned from SUNNY
We have been getting a lot of encouragement from
the pulpit that we are the “Heart of the Brooklyns.”
What exactly does that look like? SUNNY is over for
this year, but by observing what happened in and
around the SUNNY room a person can see many ways
– large and small – where our members and friends
truly are being the “Heart of the Brooklyns.”
It’s a Crew Leader serving coffee to the volunteers
while they are working.
It’s giving a ride home to a SUNNY patron on a
rainy day.
It’s providing a free book of their own choosing for
any child to take home and keep – every day
they come to SUNNY.
It’s people contributing more books when they
notice the bookshelf running low.
It’s the faithful service of the many volunteers
who give of their time once, several times, or
every day that SUNNY is in operation.
It’s adding pickles to the lunch menu just to give
an added treat to go with a sandwich.
It’s the Prayer Shawl Ministry group stepping up to
help with SUNNY prep on a day when
volunteers were late arriving.
It’s going shopping for SUNNY groceries – and
then maybe even personally paying for them.
It’s corralling “wild horses” and selling them to
raise funds for SUNNY.
It’s collecting over $1,500 in just 2 weeks of C4C
offering to help fund the SUNNY program.
It’s seeing parents and their children working side
by side prepping and serving lunches –
passing on the tradition of love and service to
the next generation.
It’s contributing to SUNNY’s supply of essential
non-food items and throwing in snacks as
well.
It’s using your musical talents to give a benefit
concert to raise funds for SUNNY.
It’s periodically adding bologna to the meat
choices just to give SUNNY patrons some
variety.
It’s seeing a need in our community and doing
something about it.
It’s healing a broken world one sandwich at a time.
Thank you, BUMC, for making SUNNY 2018 a success.
Thank you for being the Heart of the Brooklyns!

COMING SOON!
It's the Brooklyn UMW Fall Bazaar
Saturday November 3rd, 2018
9am to 2pm
The BAZAAR brings us together with our
community and the proceeds help women and
children here and around the world.
The White house Sale will be open on Nov 3rd from
9 – 2!!
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Clean out your closet and bring in your gently used
clothing for men, women and children.
Do you have jewelry you no longer wear? You can
donate it to the Bazaar.
Clean off your bookshelves and bring in your books.
Do you enjoy crafts? Rent a craft table! Or we would
love donations of craft items.
Create a gift basket for Bethany Baskets!
Bake some treats for the Bake Sale!
Have lunch at the Cafe!
Shop at the Bazaar and the White House Sale on
November 3rd!!
Bring your clothing and jewelry items to the church
basement by Sunday October 28th.
Bring other items to the church on November 1st and
2nd.
(Bake sale items on Friday Nov 2nd or early Sat.)
To rent a table contact: Nancy Kipp @ 763-421-2181
or for more information contact: Sheila Weber @ 763221-4578

BROOKLYN’S KIDS
October 2018

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

October for Kids
New Pre‐K Leaders

October Sunday School
All Services

Short Stories by Jesus

Two of BUMC’s young women
have stepped up to be the group
leaders for our 3‐5 year olds
each Sunday. Faith Sherman
and Nathania Amenuvor will be
alternating Sundays
in Room 4.
Thank you Faith and
Nathania!

We’ll be following the
sermon series with a fresh
look at the parables.

Children and Family
Ministry Help Wanted
Volunteer assistance is
needed to keep our
Children’s Ministry growing!
There are many ways to be
involved:
√ Sunday School leaders
√ Wednesday night leaders
√ Music support
√ Ministry Team members
Please contact Linda at
children@bumc.org,
763‐561‐1684 or catch me on
Sunday!

October Sunday School
Fall curriculum will be following
the messages presented in
Worship so that adults, youth and
children are all learning the same
things. October and November
we’ll be looking at the stories Jesus
told‐The Parables‐with new eyes.

Children meet in the Sanctuary at 9
am & 11:30 am and then go to
Sunday School after Children’s
Moments. At 10:45, children go
directly to Sunday School.

Important Dates

Special points of interest:
Sunday School volunteers ALWAYS needed

Sunday, October 3rd

New unit on parables

Please register children for Sunday School because we want to
celebrate birthdays, place kids in the appropriate small

Wednesday, October 31st NO encounter Wednesday
Sunday, October 24th

group by age and grade, have email and mailing addresses
to send out Sunday School or Wednesday information, and

Practices begin for
Christmas music events

avoid health risks like food or other allergies.
NEW Sunday School kids’ Code of Conduct begins October 3rd.
Look for info in your mailbox and from your kids!
For more information or to volunteer, contact Linda at
children@bumc.org, 763‐561‐1684 or 763‐234‐2019
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Youth Ministry

By Mim Campbell, Director

Both MS and HS youth are invited to
sign-on to Faith Trek as they strive to live
their lives through God’s eyes. There are
several entry points for gaining “strength”
for your life’s journey. Check-in with Mim
or the table outside the youth room to see
what it’s all about!

Family Fellowship
following
11:30 AM Worship

Featuring Homemade Cornbread and Tea!
It’s an incredibly delicious, ongoing youth
fundraiser devoted to building BUMC faith
community!

Walkin’ the Talk
Thursday, October 18
9:00AM - 4:30PM
Cost: $15.00
Reserve a place with Mim by Monday,
Oct. 15
Youth, grades 6-12 are discovering
ways to “walk” their “talk” about
reaching out to people in need in 1
John 3:18. We will be going to a horse
ranch for a trail ride and an intro to how
they provide healing therapy to people
with a variety of challenges.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES
Parents - Please take a moment to share
your student’s email and street address.
We’d love to surprise them with some
cards & gift certificates throughout the
year.

Children, youth and adults are invited to
share an additional moment of conversation together as they enjoy treasured West
African recipes for cornbread!
Come - Worship - Stay - Enjoy!

Confirmation

WEDNESDAYS
6:30 - 8:00 PM
All 6th-9th graders are invited to join in
this journey toward confirming their faith
and becoming an official member of the
United Methodist Church. If you are
unable to attend on Wednesday nights,
there are other options for completing
the materials recommended. See Mim for
additional information.
SUNDAYS 10:15 - 11:30 AM

Senior high youth will share Every Day Encounters
with God as they walk along the edge of adventure
together through fun conversation, devos, prayer and
sending blessings.

BUMC White House Garage Sales

Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Oct. 18th, 19th, 20th, 2018
Nov. 15th, 16th, 17th, 2018
10 am — 4pm

Clothing, Furniture, Housewares,
Linens, Home Décor, Lamps, Etc.
(new merchandise added each sale)

www.bumc.org
Furniture sales conducted year round in church, call for information

7200 Brooklyn Blvd. Brooklyn Center, MN

763-561-1684
The Mega Sale is looking for coordinators for this year’s sale in
the areas of Children’s Toys/Games, Furniture and Clothing.
Please contact the office if you are interested in learning more!
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Loaves & Fishes serves
meals every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday from
noon-1pm. All are invited
to join lunch and
volunteers are always
needed. Please call
612-377-9810.

The 2018 season of the Brooklyn's Thursday Farmers' Market is
at its peak! Visit the market every
Thursday from 2 to 7 pm in the
East Parking lot through October
25. The market features many
local vendors offering locally
grown produce, herbs, and
flowers.

Shoe Bus is back
Thursday, Oct 4th 2:00pm-4:00pm
During the weekly Farmers Market
at Brooklyn United Methodist Church
We will be selling gently used shoes all types & sizes. Please
bring shoes to donate, also. Sales provide funding for food
programs for those in need in the Twin Cities. Kids Shoes $2,
Adult Shoes $5

PRAYERS OF
THE
CHURCH

Mark your calendar for the
next Fare For All, Thursday,
Oct. 11th @ 4pm. Items
may be purchased at CEAP
across from the church).
November’s Fare is
scheduled for the 8th.

Prayers to the families of Arturo Mendiola and Donna Hosler
For those recovering from surgery or hospitalized - Sang Hui Jacobson, Carroll Wallin

To our September Communion Servers and Liturgists
Jean Blosberg, Gary Blosberg, Tom Foster, Carol
Foster, Elaine Bellew, Mary Hooper, Judy Mennenga,
Candy Mattson, Lois Purdham

And to our September Greeters
Kathy Carter, Miriam Chiza, John &
Sana Eakins, Char Johnson, Bev
Lawrence, Mary Ann Peterson, Ben &
Vera Roberts, Paul & Gail Stone, Rich
& Sharon Van Denbos, Phyllis
Watkins

Items needed for Christmas Shoebox
Ages range from 2-14 for boys & girls
(list is just suggestions)

DO NOT INCLUDE - Candy; toothpaste;
gum; used or damaged items; warrelated items such as toy guns, knives, or
military figures; chocolate or food; seeds;
fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink
mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or
lotions; medications or vitamins;
breakable items such as snow globes or
glass containers; aerosol cans.

Shoebox
“Wow” items: doll, truck, ball, small musical instrument, backpack
Personal care items: comb, hairbrush, toothbrush, nail clipper
School supplies: Standard
Clothing & accessories: Standard
Crafts & Activities: puzzles, chalk, playing cards, jump rope, coloring
books
Toys: Standard
Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of
yourself, your family, or group. If you include your name and an
address, the child may be able to write back.

Place your ad here!

If you want to promote your
business/services to our
congregations, place your ad
here for only $5/month.

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC
bumc.org

Carter’s Dog Sitting Service
Need a place for your dog to stay
while you are out of town? Your
dogs will enjoy a fenced in
backyard and the run of our house.
20 years of experience; reasonable
rates.
Mike & Kathy Carter
763-424-2631

@BrooklynUMC
BrooklynUMC

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org
Children & Family Ministries Director:
Linda Browning - children@bumc.org
Director of Developmental Ministries:
Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org
Music Leaders:
9am - Clayton Heidbreder - music@bumc.org
10:45am - Lexi Bergevin - encounter@bumc.org
11:30am - Carl Doe - acm@bumc.org
Circuit Rider Editor:
Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org
Office Manager:
Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org
Bookkeeper:
Diana Pennington - dpennington@bumc.org
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life in the
church for members and friends. Comments, articles
and information can be emailed to crider@bumc.org.
The monthly deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the
month.
Church office phone: 763-561-1684

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121
Olympic medal winners. Shaklee gives you
what you need to create healthier lives for you
and your family.
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Times:
9:00 am Traditional
10:45 am encounter
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair

encounter Wednesday
6:00pm Table Talk
6:30pm-8pm Small groups & blessing

