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Have you been struggling with the current political climate? Have
you found it is hard to even have discussions with family or friends?
Are you wondering how you can live out your faith values and
remain civil with those whom you disagree? Do you find yourself
getting upset every time you watch or listen to the news? If so, we
are starting a small group we are calling A Sojourners Circle. We will
meet once a month, maybe twice if the group wants, and read over
and discuss Sojourners Magazine, which deals with our faith and its
tension with our current social issues. This will be a support group,
a small group, an action group, or a faith group. If you are
interested, contact the church office and let us know a few times
and days of week you would be available and we will get the group
pulled together.
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The Wesley Challenge: 21 Days To
A More Authentic Faith

7200 BROOKLYN BLVD.
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429
Office Hours 9am-4pm (M-Th)
9am-noon (F)
763-561-1684
admin@bumc.org
bumc.org
Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be found on
our website under Worship/Past Sermons

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE
BROOKLYNS BY …
REACH NEW PEOPLE
Through service, worship, discipleship,
reaching new people with the
grace of God
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR
Living out the 2 great commandments
of Jesus Christ in everything we do
as a community of faith.
2016 Average Worship Attendance: 293
2017 Average Worship Attendance: 323
2018 Average YTD: 314
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD
Serving alongside our neighbors to
become the heart of the Brooklyns,
the north side and beyond.

Research tells us it takes at least 21
days for something to become a habit,
a ritual in our lives. Starting September
9th I’m inviting all of BUMC to take a 21
day challenge to help us all develop a
more authentic faith in our Wesleyan
(Methodist) tradition. Over a 21 day
period I’m going to challenge us all to
read a piece of scripture, pray and think
about one question per day that Wesley
asked his own Holy Club, a small group
who met with him every day for prayer,
Bible Study, discussion and service.
Each day Wesley would ask his small group 1 of 21
questions and together they would struggle with the question in
order to develop their faith. Could you join me in this challenge for
21 days, a question a day with scripture and a challenge to make
one’s faith real, authentic each day?
We will start our 21 Day Challenge on Sunday, Sept. 9th. We will
worship together for 3 Sundays in a row dealing with the three
major themes of our challenge: Upward Focus: on God; Inward
Focus: on Us; and an Outward Focus: on Others. Then we will
challenge each one of us for 21 days and take 15 minutes to
develop our faith. One could also join a small group once a week to
hold yourself accountable to the challenge. What do you say? Can
you give 21 days to develop a new habit? 21days to develop a more
authentic faith? Join me.
As I write this I am about to go on vacation. I will be back in the
office Sept. 4th. But for 21 days in August, starting Aug. 12th I will
be taking the challenge myself. Each day starting my day with
Scripture, prayer, and asking myself one of Wesley’s 21 questions.
I’ll be using my experience with the challenge to put together my
messages for September. I pray that each one of us will take up the
challenge this September.

Story Tellers Needed

In October and November our Pastors will be preaching a new
worship and sermon series based on the Parables of Jesus. During
each of our three worship services we will not be reading our
scripture lessons! We will be telling them. Jesus’ parables were told,
not read. If you are a story teller, would you like to help us tell the
stories of Jesus’ parables? You could tell them in a character, or
just as yourself telling the story. Let us know if you would be one of
our “Parable Tellers” in worship in October and November.

5th Sunday – September 30th

At BUMC we worship together on our 5th Sundays of the month
and out next 5th Sunday is this month on the 30th. Mark your calendars today!
9am encounter scripture event – Studying the parable of the
Rich Man and Lazarus
10am Worship (only service of the day!)
11:15 am Brunch (We will be having a potluck)
2-4pm Service Projects in our Community
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Saving our change, making special
gifts, to heal a broken world.
Change for Change Offerings

Wesley Challenge Small Groups
We will be hosting a number of small groups for faith development
based on The Wesley Challenge: 21 Days to a More Authentic Faith. Small
Groups will gather on …
Sundays, Sept. 9th, 16th and 23rd at 10:05 am.
Tuesdays, Sept. 11th, 18th and 25th at 10am (site to be
determined)
Wednesdays, Sept. 12th, 19th and 26th at 6:45pm (as part of
encounter Wednesdays)
Let us know in the office if you plan to join one of these the groups and we
will get a study book ordered for you.
encounter Wednesdays
Wednesdays this fall are being renewed, reworked, and redone, so join us.
Worship and Discipleship combined for all ages. We are calling it encounter
Wednesdays. It is for families, singles, young and old – there is something
for you so join us. Starting Wednesday Sept. 12th join us as we follow the
theme from the previous Sunday and have small groups for children and
Middle Schoolers, adults and preschoolers. We hope it will become a
routine for all of us or a worship and discipleship option for those who
cannot attend on Sundays or if you have to miss a Sunday. Many of our
musical groups will also be practicing on Wednesday nights and our
encounter band will be leading us in worship. The schedule on
Wednesdays will be as follows…
6-6:30pm Table Talk
6:30pm encounter Wednesdays (15 minutes of worship)
6:45pm encounter faith events (For adults, children, youth, middle school/
confirmation, practices)
7:45pm blessing event (Our small groups and others come back together
for a blessing and sending forth)
Join us on Wednesdays, come and encounter with us faith,
community and grace. It all starts Sept. 12th.
KINGDOM ECONOMICS
This September Pastor Rich will be teaching us some Kingdom Economics.
Before our offering he will be taking a few minutes to teach us about how
God calls us to give of our time, talents and treasures based on the
principles of John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Movement, who
taught us to make all you can, save all you can, give all you can. The
principle is also called the 80-10-10 Rule where one learns to live below
your means (living off of 80% of our income); saving or eliminating debt
with 10% of what you earn; and finally giving to the needs of others with
the remaining 10% of your income. As part of our Kingdom Economics
lessons we will be mailing each member and friend of BUMC a pledge card
to help BUMC plan its 2019 budget. Please prayerfully consider returning
the pledge card to help BUMC plan out our Ministry and Mission for 2019.
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Using our change and special gifts, God
calls us to give to change the world. Each
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their
change, bring it to worship along with any
special gift you feel God is calling you to
give, and place it in our Change for
Change Offering. Together we shall
change the world.
This month we will do 2 weeks for CEAP,
2 weeks for Emma Norton, and then our
5th Sunday Service.

CEAP

CEAP, Community Emergency Assistance
Programs, was founded in 1970 as a
food shelf responding to the growing
need for human services in Brooklyn
Center and Brooklyn Park. CEAP
empowers our neighbors in need by
providing basic needs and personalized
support to help them establish their path
to stability and independence.
Today, CEAP’s Family Services
department not only provides food
support but includes resource referrals
so families can connect with partner
agencies and services that may be able
to help. Through our successful Family
Service department, we help thousands
of men, women, and children get back on
their feet every year. Our food and
financial assistance gives families
support. Our additional programs give
them independence.

EMMA NORTON SERVICES (ENS)

ENS partners with women, children and
families who are homeless and
experiencing the challenges of mental
and/or chemical disabilities. Without
having to worry about the basic need of a
safe, secure place to live, women and
children can utilize and focus on
supportive programs, life skills, services
and opportunities available to accomplish
their goals.
Housing is permanent, the women and
families we serve may reside at Emma
Norton Residence in St. Paul and Emma's
Place in Maplewood as long as they
desire.

Last fall, Bishop Ough hosted 15 different Conversations on A Way Forward across the Dakotas-Minnesota Area.
They were attended by over 1,000 lay and clergy members.
Again this fall, Bishop Ough will host a series of 15 gatherings across the Area to continue the Conversations on
A Way Forward as the denomination prepares for the special session of General Conference on February 23-26,
2019 in St. Louis.
All interested persons are invited to participate. However, Bishop Ough encourages lay and clergy members of
Annual Conference, local church lay leaders and key local church leaders, in particular, to attend. Locally the
Bishop will be presenting at Normandale Hylands UMC (Bloomington) on Sept 27th, 6:30-9pm and at Cross Winds
UMC (Maple Grove) on Saturday Sept. 20th 9-11:30am. Please contact the church office if you are interested in
attending. Pastor Rich and Pastor Henry will be attending one if not both of these events.
Members of the Dakotas and/or Minnesota Conference delegations to the special session of General Conference
will assist Bishop Ough in hosting the gatherings. This will provide an opportunity for the delegates to listen to and
dialogue with participants.
These gatherings are timely for the following reasons:




The members of the Commission on a Way Forward have completed their work, and their report has been
submitted to the Commission on General Conference.
The Council of Bishops has endorsed the One Church Plan.
Other petitions related to the Commission’s report will be available to the General Conference delegates and
the church by this fall.

In addition to information about the proposals that will be before the delegates to the 2019 General Conference,
the gatherings will provide a setting in which to share resources and tools for how to facilitate dialogue and build
resiliency in local churches.
In preparation for the gatherings, Bishop Ough encourages persons and congregations to read Anatomy of
Peace by the Arbinger Institute and God Unbound by Elaine A. Heath. Bishop Ough also encourages all United
Methodists to participate in the denomination-wide prayer vigil, Praying Our Way Forward.
If the metro locations are not convenient for you call the church office for dates and times of other events held
throughout the Dakotas and Minnesota.
In Christ’s Service
Your Pastors

4

BROOKLYN’S KIDS
September 2018

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

September for Kids

September Sunday
School
All Services
Open hearts, open minds,
open doors, open hands.
We’ll be following the
sermon series opening each
week.

Hospitality Garden
Blooms Later

Children and Family
Ministry Help Wanted

Sunday School is busy creating
a hospitality garden of ideas on
how our church can grow.

Volunteer assistance is
needed to keep our
Children’s Ministry growing!

Watch for the garden to bloom
on September 16th with our
kids’ answers to
“What does it mean
to have an open
door?”
Everyone is invited to
add a flower to the
garden!

There are many ways to be
involved:
√ Sunday School leaders
√ Wednesday night leaders
√ Music support
√ Ministry Team members
Please contact Linda at
children@bumc.org,
763-561-1684 or catch me on
Sunday!

September Sunday School and Beyond
Fall SS curriculum begins September 9th
and we’ll be following the messages
presented in Worship so that adults,
youth and children are all learning the
same things. We’ll begin with how we
can be the heart of the Brooklyns and
then re-visit the parables of Jesus in
October.

Children meet in the Sanctuary at 9 am &
11:30 am and then go to Sunday School
after Children’s Moments. At 10:30,
children go directly to Sunday School.
NO Sunday School September 2nd!

Important Dates
Sunday, September 2nd

Special points of interest:

 Sunday School volunteers ALWAYS needed

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Nursery Care provided

 Please register children for Sunday School because we want

Sunday, September 9th

Fall Schedule begins
9 am, 10:30 am, 11:30 am
Sunday School, PreK &
Nursery

Wednesday, September 12th

Wednesday encounter
worship and small
group activities for all
ages!

to celebrate birthdays, place kids in the appropriate small
group by age and grade, have email and mailing
addresses to send out Sunday School or Wednesday
information, and avoid health risks like food or other
allergies.
 PreK leader position available 9-1:15 on Sundays (paid)
For more information or to volunteer, contact Linda at
children@bumc.org, 763-561-1684 or 763-234-2019
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Youth Ministry

By Mim Campbell, Director
Questions? Contact Mim
(612) 791-3969 mim@bumc.org

2018-19!!
It’s a brand new FaithTrek launch for 6 - 12
graders as they continue their “trek” through
middle school and high school!
There is something for everyone as they strive to
see their lives through God’s eyes and gain
“strength” for their daily journeys!
There will be special “Trek Start” meetings for all
youth!
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16
10:15 -10:45 AM
12:30 - 1:00 PM
Various program descriptions along with
registration forms will be available. FaithTrek
t-shirts and bracelets will also be on-hand!
Come and see what it’s all about! All info,
schedules and registration forms will be available
afterwards.

SOUNDS LIKE LOVE 2018
St. Andrew's Lutheran, Mahtomedi, MN
FRIDAY 11/9- SUNDAY 11/11

Confirmation

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
6:30 - 8:00 PM
As BUMC “Encounter Wednesday” program
begins, there will be a special “Trek
Training” or Confirmation meeting for 6th9th graders and their parents.
New Trek Training “Prep Treks” and events
will be shared as youth prepare to be
confirmed and become an official member
of the United Methodist Church.

It’s a full weekend Faith-based music festival for
MS & HS youth. Youth from all over the US are
gathering to celebrate their faith through
awesome music and community together!

A regular class “Prep Trek” will begin on
Wednesday, Sept. 19 and continue
throughout the year. Program schedules
will be available on Sept. 9 and online
afterwards.

They will perform at all their worship services on
Sunday morning along with a special concert in
the afternoon. Cost: $75.00 - Fundraising options
will be available. Sign-up with Mim!
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Youth who made a difference in Duluth: Anna Yang, Rowena George, SJ Weah, Darius Amenuvor, Justin Yelegon
(BUMC) Faith Earley, Alexis Jehorek, Cierra Fisher (MSC) Leaders—Mim & Louis & Sophie. Youth who made a
difference in Nashville: Caleb Klemm, Eli Humphrey, Joylus Harris, Georgia Forfor, Mercy Osanyintola, A-mal
Zarzar, Nathania Amenuvor, Emilio Hernandez, Greta Kitelinger, Leaders: Tyler Linton, Oralyn Weah, Mim &
Pastor Henry
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One of the four United Methodist Women mission priorities for the 2016-2020 quadrennium is Climate Justice.
“All creation is the Lord’s and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it…” (The Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2016.)
What can we do here at Brooklyn? Reduce, Reuse and Recycle are still ways to make an impact. Please read the
following article on “The Environmental Impacts of Styrofoam and hopefully, we can eliminate it from our homes
and church.
~Diane Denkmann
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OPPORTUNITY!
Brooklyn Church has a challenge. In 2020, there will be 10,000 clergy and lay persons meeting at the
Minneapolis Convention Center. The conference would like to present a purple scarf to each guest.
We have been asked to help hand crochet/knit these scarves. The pattern and
needle size can be your choice, but each scarf should be 6-7 inches wide and
60-70 inches long. Please use Viking purple (no lavender) yarn. Fringe is
optional. We do have yarn available.
We have made a commitment for Brooklyn to provide 250-500 scarves. If you
would like to help make these or already are making them, please contact
Barb Strahan at 763/315-1891, Alice Ellison at 612/454-9666 or Judy
Mennenga at 763/786-4959. This will help us know how close we are to our
goal. Please keep completed scarves at home for the time being. Thank you.
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OPEN TO ALL
Mark your
calendar for
the next Fare
For All,
Thursday,
September
13th at 4pm.
Items may be
purchased at
CEAP (across
from the
church).

Loaves & Fishes serves
meals every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday from
noon-1pm. All are invited
to join lunch and
volunteers are always
needed. Please call
612-377-9810.

The 2018 season of the Brooklyn's Thursday Farmers' Market is at its peak!
Visit the market every Thursday from 2 to 7 pm in the East Parking lot through
October 25. The market features many local vendors offering
locally grown produce, herbs, and flowers.

PRAYERS OF
THE
CHURCH

Prayers to the family of Jean Janeksela
For those recovering from surgery or hospitalized - Carol Barott, Donna Hosler, Joe Tanner

To our August Communion Servers and
Liturgists: Garmunie Davis, Pat Swanson,
George Bonnell, Judy Bonnell, Theo Harris,
Joyce Harris, Sherry Leboeuf, Gary Blosberg,
Judy Mennenga, Alice Ellison

And to our August Greeters: Jo & Ray
Bonestroo, Patricia Butler, Joan Campe,
Sharon Jensen, Venus Jones, Lois Kelly, Russ
& Karen Larsen, Agnes Lowry

A BIG Thank You from Michael
Dear Brooklyn family, music and worship volunteers and staff—I am humbled and grateful for the good wishes
and generous gifts I received the last couple of weeks before my departure into my retirement adventure. It was
wonderful to chat with those who came through the receiving line and I am blessed by the many conversations
that occurred during my final month at BUMC. There is a big hole in my life that I must now fill. I am not sure what I
will be doing with my new-found freedom, but I plan to take some time to think about my next act. In the
meantime, I will be taking some trips with Jeanine and Nolan. I also have grandchildren to visit and of course, the
Minnesota State Fair is coming up. Best wishes to all at BUMC and may God be with you all every step of the way.
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Place your ad here!

If you want to promote your business/
services to our congregations, place
your ad here for only $5/month.
Help us help you!!
Carter’s Dog Sitting Service
Need a place for your dog to stay
while you are out of town? Your
dogs will enjoy a fenced in
backyard and the run of our house.
20 years of experience; reasonable
rates.
Mike & Kathy Carter
763-424-2631

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC
bumc.org
@BrooklynUMC
BrooklynUMC

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org
Children & Family Ministries Director:
Linda Browning - children@bumc.org
Director of Developmental Ministries:
Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org
Music Leaders:
9am - Clayton Heidbreder
10:45am - Lexi Bergevin
11:30am - Carl Doe
Circuit Rider Editor:
Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org
Office Manager:
Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org
Bookkeeper:
Diana Pennington dpennington@bumc.org
Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121
Olympic medal winners. Shaklee gives you
what you need to create healthier lives for you
and your family.
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312

The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life
in the church for members and friends.
Comments, articles and information can be
emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Church office phone: 763-561-1684
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Times:
9:00 am Traditional
10:45 am encounter
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair

encounter Wednesday
(Starting in September)

6:00pm Table Talk
7pm-8pm Small groups & blessing
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