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THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING THIS SUMMER!!
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BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429
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763-561-1684
admin@bumc.org
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Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be found on
our website under Worship/Past Sermons

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE
BROOKLYNS BY …
REACH NEW PEOPLE
Through service, worship, discipleship,
reaching new people with the
grace of God
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR
Living out the 2 great commandments
of Jesus Christ in everything we do
as a community of faith.
2016 Average Worship Attendance: 293
2017 Average Worship Attendance: 323
2018 Average YTD: 330
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD
Serving alongside our neighbors to
become the heart of the Brooklyns,
the north side and beyond.

I for one am glad June is behind us. Not
that they are bad things but I attended two
Annual Conferences; end of school year
Activities; graduations and graduation
parties; an 11:30 Choir Concert; deliveries
for the Mega Sale was my job; and the kids
are out of school! I also got the garden in,
flowers planted, yard work that never
seemed to end, a new grill set up, and
painted the outdoor furniture. It was a good
month but I’m glad it’s over.
My July plan? I’m going to try to take
advantage of the outdoors. I am leading a
Study on the book “Making Sense of the Bible” so I plan to do all the
reading for this study on my deck with a glass of iced tea! I will be
preaching all three services all of July as well so I think I will be
writing my sermons from my deck as well. But I have a problem
with being on my deck! It’s in my back yard!
A challenge for all us this July, spend some time in your
neighborhood—walking, sitting around the front porch; stopping
the mower long enough to talk with neighbors if they are walking
by! We all need to get out of the back, private, yards and be visible
to our neighbors. Challenge yourself this July to be the heart of the
Brooklyns. Be a neighbor! Share the love of God through Jesus
Christ by simply being a neighbor. Our neighborhoods need us. So
take a walk, host a dinner around your grill, surprise everyone with
a free lemonade stand, or better yet, iced tea and frozen snicker
bars! Make sure we all take some time this month and be a
neighbor.
If you need some summer reading it is not to late to pick up
a copy of the book “Making Sense of The Bible” and join us this
month for discussion. This month I will be leading groups on
Sunday mornings at10am; and Tuesdays at10am or 7pm. Pick up
a copy of the book and do some catch up reading. Our schedule for
July is as follows …
Week of July 1st—reading week, Chapters 1-13. No classes
but Sunday morning this week.
July 8 or 10: Chapters 14-18: Questions About the Nature of
Scripture.
July 15 or 17: Chapters 19-25: Making Sense of the Bible’s
Challenging Passages.
July 22 or 24: Chapters 26-28 & 30-32: Making Sense of the
Bible’s Challenging Passages Part 2.
July 29, 31 and August 2nd: Chapter 29 - Homosexuality
and the Bible. These sessions will be an open forum on The Way
Forward for the United Methodists church as well as a study of
Scripture as it pertains to Homosexuality. 10am Sunday Morning
the 29th. 10am & 7pm Tuesday the 31st and again 10am and 7pm
on the Thursday the 2nd. All are welcome to attend one of these
sessions, even if you have not been attending the study. It would
be helpful though if you read the book and then attend the forums.
Let’s have a great July church!
Pastor Rich

Thanks to Mother Richlain Quire, wife of Bishop
Samuel J. Quire of the Liberia Annual Conference,
United Methodist Church, for visiting us in June!
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UMW Reading Program
By Carol Foster

As Program Resource Manager for both our Brooklyn UMW unit and the Twin
Cities District UMW I like to highlight books from the UMW Reading Program in
the newsletter. These are books that I have read, but recently I received an
email from Pat Swanson telling me about a book from the Church Library that
she read. I wanted to share what Pat had to say about “This Organic Life,
Confessions of a Suburban Homesteader”. Although it is not currently part of
the UMW Reading Program it definitely supports an area of concern UMW
supports.
This is what Pat had to say:

I just finished reading a book from the BUMC library that I found extremely
interesting. There were no other names on the check-out card and the book
appears new, so I don't think anyone else has read it.
It is "This Organic Life, Confessions of a Suburban Homesteader" by Joan Dye
Gussow. The author tells her story about her life's goal of growing most of the
food that she eats, and the ecological impact we could make by choosing to eat
food produced locally. The current standard is to have produce picked too early,
shipping it in refrigerated trucks and ships, which results in food lacking in flavor
and nutritive value. "We could reduce exhaust significantly by relying on local
sources while enjoying more flavorful and healthy produce." Also, "we exhale
greenhouse gases every time we drive". In the book, she shares stories about
her successes and failures in her venture to be independent of the global food
chain. She also shares recipes of things she has made to take advantage of the
fruits and vegetables either when in season or from those she has stored over
the winter.
This book reinforces the need to support our local farmer's markets, to keep
them farming for us to give us a much more healthy diet.
If there is any way to promote this book from the BUMC library, I think it should
be encouraged.
As Pat mentioned, the book did not appear to have been read before she
checked it out from the Church Library. Books in the library, and in particular
those on the UMW Reading Program shelf, are waiting for you to pick up and
read. No library card necessary, no late fees charged, and best of all, the books
will expand your thinking about many of our current social justice issues as well
as other areas of UMW missions.
The UMW Reading Group will be having another meeting in the fall and we’d love
to have you join us. Choose any book from the UMW Reading Program shelf and
then come to our next meeting where you can share what you read and perhaps
inspire someone else to read that same book or explore another selection. All
are invited to attend. You do NOT need to be a UMW member, you do NOT need
to be a women, and you do NOT even need to read a book. Come and listen to
what others have read and share what you have read. Open your minds and
your hearts to missions that have women’s and children’s concerns at their core.
An exact day and time will be in a later edition of this newsletter.

United Methodist Women invite YOU to attend Mission u
July 13-15, 2018
St. Cloud, MN
Areas of study:
Spiritual Growth - Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for
Covenantal Living
Issues – What About Our Money? A Faith Response
Geographic – Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church
in the US.
Join us to this wonderful opportunity for 3 days of in depth learning,
worship and fellowship. Interested?? Contact Diane Denkmann @
763-773-2530 or denkmannd@hotmail.com
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Saving our change, making special
gifts, to heal a broken world.
Change for Change Offerings
Using our change and special gifts,
God calls us to give to change the
world. Each Sunday we ask all of
BUMC to save their change, bring it
to worship along with any special gift
you feel God is calling you to give,
and place it in our Change for
Change Offering. Together we shall
change the world.
This month we will do 2 weeks for
Midwest Missions and the other 3
weeks for our Youth Summer Service
program.
MIDWEST MISSION, CHATHAM
ILLINOIS
In September, 12 members of BUMC
will spend a week at Midwest Mission
in Chatham IL preparing a variety of
supplies to be shipped nationally and
internationally to people in need.
Like its partner Sager Brown in
Lousiana, the Midwest Mission
distribution center sends disaster
relief, medical supplies and various
types of kits wherever they are
needed. They also make wooden
school desks for impoverished
schools and refurbish bicycles that
are a critical means of transportation
for work and education in Haiti and
some countries in Central America.
Money collected for C4C will be given
to the site in IL.
YOUTH SUMMER SERVICE
Every 2nd & 4th Thursday in June,
July and August, Middle & High
School youth will complete a service
project in the morning and enjoy a
fun outing in the afternoon. Funds
collected for C4C will offset any
expenses that occur or given to the
project they’re serving.

Brooklyn Big Band Upcoming Dates
Our BIG BAND has had a busy spring. Join them for some of their summer events.
Sunday, July 8, Golden Valley Lutheran Church, morning services and concert
Sunday, July 22, Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Maple Grove, morning services
Tuesday, July 24, 7 PM, Brooklyn Center Band Shell (bring a lawn chair & umbrella!)
Wednesday, August 22, evening concert, Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, Crystal
Saturday, September 22, time TBD, Chanhassen United Church of Christ Festival
The Mega Sale leadership team would like to thank all of you that volunteered to make this
year’s Mega Sale a big success. The weather was working against us, but the volunteers were
great. We beat last year’s sale by between 5 & 10%. It was so fun to see different people
come into the lounge area so excited about what they were doing and all the people they were
meeting. In particular, one relatively new person to our church said that she is finally feeling
like she is a part of the church family. She worked an area and had a great time doing it. The
Mega Sale is only one way to get to know your church family. Many shoppers shared with us that this is the best
organized sale they have ever been to. One quote, “If you need anything, chances are they have it at the Methodist
sale!” Thank you to everyone that donated items, worked the sale and just supported those that did.
We are The

of the Brooklyns!

Loaves & Fishes serves
meals every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday from
noon-1pm. All are invited
to join lunch and
volunteers are always
needed. Please call
612-377-9810.

PRAYERS OF
THE
CHURCH

The 2018 season of the
Brooklyn's Thursday
Farmers' Market is in full
swing! Visit the market every
Thursday from 2 to 7 pm in
the East Parking lot starting
through October 25. The
market features many local
vendors offering locally
grown produce, herbs, and
flowers.

August date is the 9th.

Prayers to the families of Dave Pauba and
Jerry Folwarski, and to Karen & Jim Hoffner
in the death of her father, Steve Kerzie, and
to Lois Kelly in the death of her daughter-in
-law, Maureen Kelly

For those recovering from surgery or hospitalized - Steve Brown,
Sang Hui Jacobson, Merrilee North, Jon Olson, Bill Potasnak, Jack
Rogers, Mary Schoeppler

To our June Communion servers and
Liturgists: Meg Holton, Jeff Holton, Gabrielle
Holton, Grace Holton, Nana Ansah, Caleb
Klemm, Victoria Osanyintola, Carol Barott,
Diane Denkman, Carol Foster, Karen Long,
Sana Eakins
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BUMC needs a PreK leader on Sundays
Victoria Osanyintola is leaving her role as PreK leader at the
end of July when she moves to live on-campus. We actually
do a lesson with stories and activities with kids 3-5 at all
three services on Sunday. Need someone who is 18 (or
close to it) and wants to lead our lovely little ones from 9
AM to 1:15 PM. The position could also be shared between
2 people. Yes, it even pays a little bit! See Linda as soon as
possible if you are interested.

And to our Greeters: Russ & Karen
Larsen, Mary Ann Peterson, Ardis
Beamish, Arlene Swanson, Paul & Gail
Stone, Laura Johnson & Dottie Martinson

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
By Linda Browning, Director
Sunday School News
Summer Sunday School is a challenge! Group leaders like to enjoy Minnesota’s beautiful
but short summers and that might mean being out of town or travelling or just having a
house full of company. Sunday School kids change as some go on vacation or to stay with
out‐of‐state relatives, but then other friends and family join us as they come to visit or stay with BUMC families.
We finished a three‐month long unit about Paul and his mission trips and ministry. Our Bible verse stayed the same and
all kids know how to sign “Change your hearts and lives.” We saw how following Jesus changes us and on Pentecost and
Popcorn Sunday learned about the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. We also looked at how Paul dealt with the many
diﬃculties and challenges in his life and how we can meet the challenges in our lives. The kids have thought about how
growing our church like Paul grew the early church. Look for the “garden of hospitality” we’re creating!
This Summer we’ll focus on how we can become better team members—loyal, respectful, caring—with curriculum called
“Game Changer”.
PreK Class Available at All Three Services!
We have been including Pre‐K kids in the large group part of the Sunday School lessons. When we break into small groups
they go to their own lesson and activities. It has been so rewarding to have their input into large group discussions! Thank
you to Victoria Osanyintola and the youth who assist her with the faith formation of our youngest kids.
Nursery‐‐Caring for Our Babies and Toddlers
There’s always safe, secure, and loving care for newborns to 3 year olds in the Nursery from 8:45 AM to 1:15 PM every
Sunday thanks to Ade Osanyintola!
Small Group Leaders Needed
Small group leaders and assistants are needed for 9:00, 10:30 and 11:30 services. Choose your favorite age group—K‐1, 2‐
3, 4‐5. Orientation, curriculum, materials are all provided. We oﬀer three Sunday School sessions every Sunday and our
average attendance has been increasing steadily to over 40 most Sundays! The 11:30 session is our largest. We cannot
eﬀectively teach over 40 children at one time without more small group leaders. We will continue to oﬀer Sunday School
at all three services this Summer but ONLY if we can find enough leaders.

A Camping We Have Gone!
The last week of June saw 18 of our kids at Camp Koronis for the Pathways camp
for ages 9‐12 years and 7 youth headed to Northern Pines for L.Y.F.E. camp.
Kids at Pathways participate in shared activities but also get to pick pathways
that they can explore—activities such as archery, woodworking, boating, nature
art and more. Faith formation is a part of each day that ends with a campfire
before heading back to their cabins. The kids always rave about the meals (the
cheese sauce is a favorite).
Youth at L.Y.F.E. camp have completed grades 7‐10. Live Your Faith Everyday
means that not only are there fun times but an pretty intense and personal faith
journey. This is Pastor Henry’s camp (he’s on the Camp Minnesota Board) and he
spends the week with campers assisting Rev. Nate Melcher and the staﬀ.
July 1st the bus left with 10 of our kids ages 6‐9 years for Teddy Bear Camp at Koronis. (We had no Teddy Bear Campers
last year!) This a 3 day, 2 night camp full of fun activities,
campfire talks and songs, and learning about their faith. The first
night is an epidemic of homesickness for many of the first‐time
campers and for every one of the 6 year olds. By the third day when
they finish their Teddy Bear hike and picnic, they are sad to be
leaving.
While families contribute to the cost of camp and transportation, it
is the generosity of this church and Camp Minnesota that makes it
possible for Brooklyn’s kids and kids from the community to have a
Christian camp experience.

5

Youth Ministry

By Mim Campbell, Director

2018 MISSION TRIPS!!
DULUTH
July 15 - 20
13 Youth & Adults

We’re Walkin’ the Talk
Grades 6-12 (2017) are discovering ways to
“walk” their talk about love and care for
others! In June, 18 youth served the needs of
others during the Mega Sale.
THURSDAY, JULY 12
8:45 - 4:30 PM
Youth are invited to “Feed My Starving
Children” in the morning and Bunker Beach
in the afternoon! Please bring $13.00, a bag
lunch, a water bottle and a friend.
Transportation & a cool t-shirt will be waiting
for you!

NASHVILLE
July 28 - Aug 4
13 Youth & Adults

Prayers, please for safe travel, great
adventures and opportunities to be God’s
hands, feet and voice to speak as we
serve in these communities.

Movin’ on Up!
Youth entering 6th grade in 2018 school year
are invited to become a part of the activities
planned for this summer! Info about the
FaithTrek program along with current events
is on the board just outside the youth room.
Special invitations were also sent to
everyone - please text or contact Mim
(612) 791-3969 if you have yet to receive
one!

Questions about Faith Trek and ways youth
can gain “strength for their journeys?
Contact Mim Campbell @ (612) 791-3969
or mim@bumc.org.
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There will be a special “sending blessing”
on July 15 @ 9:00 and 11:30 worship.
We will also be doing a last minute
fund-raiser of….
STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE!
A refreshingly delicious morning dessert
$4.00
Pre-order for
take-out or
ready-to-eat
treats at the
strawberry patch
sign!

Special thanks to everyone who
supported our trips via our “Pizza-toGo,” “Oodles of Noodles,” and frozen
cinnamon roll fundraisers! BUMC is an
awesome place to grow in faith and
community! You guys rock!!

Place your ad here!

If you want to promote your business/
services to our congregations, place
your ad here for only $5/month.
Help us help you!!
Carter’s Dog Sitting Service
Need a place for your dog to stay
while you are out of town? Your
dogs will enjoy a fenced in
backyard and the run of our house.
20 years of experience; reasonable
rates.
Mike & Kathy Carter
763-424-2631

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC
bumc.org
@BrooklynUMC
BrooklynUMC

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org
Director of Music Ministries:
Michael Anderson - music@bumc.org
Children & Family Ministries Director:
Linda Browning - children@bumc.org
Director of Developmental Ministries:
Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org
Circuit Rider Editor:
Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org
Office Manager:
Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org
Bookkeeper:
Diana Pennington dpennington@bumc.org
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life
in the church for members and friends.
Comments, articles and information can be
emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Church office phone: 763-561-1684

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121
Olympic medal winners. Shaklee gives you
what you need to create healthier lives for you
and your family.
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Times:
9:00 am Traditional
10:45 am encounter
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair

WOW! (Starting again in September)
6:30pm Meal
7pm-8pm Small groups
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