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Conversations on A Way Forward and The Future of the United 
Methodist Church   and of Brooklyn United Methodist Church   

An Open Letter to the People of Brooklyn UMC from Pastor Rich,             
                                                              
The Methodist Church’s Book of Disciple did not mention 
homosexuality at all until 1968.  Years later it was added to our 
Social Principles of the Book of Discipline that homosexuality was 
incompatible with Christian teaching.  Over the years, we have 
struggled as a church with homosexuality, as has our entire 
society.   As a church, we are one, if not the only church, that 
follows the idea of open hearts, open minds, open doors.  We do 
not, have not, will not, turn anyone away from the Grace of God 
that brought them to the church. Our communion table is open to 
anyone, old or young, sinner or saint, catholic or agnostic, 
Methodist or a member of Rotary, Republican or Communist, gay 
or straight, refugee or native Minnesotan … you get the idea.  And 
yet our stance on homosexuality seems to be in direct conflict with 
our foundation of open hearts, open minds, open doors and the 
foundation of God’s Grace.   Our church, the United Methodist 
Church, has struggled with this issue and has brought itself to the 
point of schism.    

Continued on next page 

7200 BROOKLYN BLVD. 
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 

Office Hours 9am-4pm (M-Th) 
    9am-noon (F) 

 

763-561-1684 
 

admin@bumc.org 
 

bumc.org 
Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be found on 

our website under Worship/Past Sermons 

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE                      
BROOKLYNS BY … 

 
 

REACH NEW PEOPLE 
Through service, worship, discipleship, 

reaching new people with the                       
grace of God  

 
 

LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR 
Living out the 2 great commandments  

of Jesus Christ in everything we do  
as a  community of faith.   

2016 Average Worship Attendance: 293 
2017 Average Worship Attendance: 323 

2018 Average YTD: 329 
 
 

HEAL A BROKEN WORLD 
Serving alongside our neighbors to        
become the heart of the Brooklyns,        

the north side and beyond.   
 

     So what are your big plans for May 20th?  Got a 
huge family dinner planned with turkey or maybe 
ham, with all the fixings?  I’ll guarantee that you have  
already put up lights and other decorations, maybe 
even a tree?  You have ordered baskets and candy 
and gotten the eggs ordered and ready to dye?  You 
have at least booked brunch plans if you are not a 
“host the whole family” in your house kind of person?  
So what am I talking about?  The 20th is a High Holy 
Day in the life of the church.  We do all kinds of  
special family things, church things, cultural things 
for the other High Holy Days, Christmas and Easter, 
so why not for the 20th?  We do so many cultural and family things now 
for these Holy Days that in recent years, church attendance is actually 
going down.  So what are your plans for the 20th? 
     My hope is that on Pentecost you are planning to attend worship at 
BUMC and invite family, friends, co-workers, neighbors to come celebrate 
the birth of the church and the ministry of the third leg of the Holy Trinity, 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Being the one Holy Day that the 
culture on a whole has not taken over yet --- there are no Pentecost 
trees or lights, no cards, no baskets of candy, no family traditions, no  
carols or cantatas --- the church actually gets to celebrate this High Holy 
day without any secular distractions. A Holy Day when we get to be Holy 
and allow the wind of the Spirit to blow through us and renew us.  
     Join me in worship on May 20th.  I ask you to wear something bright, 
something red or orange or yellow, and invite, reach out to new people 
and invite them to join us for this Holiest of Days.  It’s Pentecost, a day for 
the Spirit to renew the church.  See you in worship.   
       Pastor Rich  
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At the last General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, our global legislative body, the delegates turned 
to our Council of Bishops to ask if they could attempt to 
address the schism that seems to be on our horizon 
around the issue of homosexuality.  In response, the 
Council of Bishops formed the   Commission on a Way 
Forward.  In May they will be making their 
recommendation to the Council of Bishops. In February 
of 2019 we will gather again as a General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church for a special General 
Conference in order to vote on the Council of Bishops 
recommendation to us.  In affect, our delegates will be 
voting on the future of the United Methodist Church.  
Schism or not, what is known ism, our church will  look 
very different than it does now .   
 
So what does this mean for Brooklyn United Methodist 
Church?  The fact is, we do not know. There may not be a 
United Methodist Church.   What we do know is that no 
matter what the denomination looks like after the 
Special General Conference, we are still called by God 
here, to be the heart of the Brooklyns.  To love God and 
Neighbor, heal a broken world and reach new people 
with the grace of Jesus Christ.  
  
As your Senior Pastor, I feel this entire conversation is 
really not about homosexuality as it is about the 
authority of Scripture.  I have long contended that our 
Scriptures are dynamic and alive, the Holy Spirit 
breathes the Gospel story through our very souls. 
Homosexuality is a complex issue, even in Scripture.  
The world’s best-selling, most-read, and most-loved 
book is also one of the most confusing.  Its teachings 
around homosexuality are some of its most confusing 
parts.   
 
At Brooklyn UMC, I would like to invite every member, 
every friend, every one of us into a conversation about 
The Way Forward of the United Methodist Church.  But I 
would like to hold this conversation in the context of the 
authority of Scripture.  What I am saying is, I want to 
open up our Bibles together and start a conversation. 
Let’s be disciples of Jesus Christ  together.     
 
Adam Hamilton, one of the leading pastors in our 
Wesleyan movement we call United Methodists, wrote a 
book called Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the 
Power of Scripture Today.  Pastor Henry and I would like 
to lead BUMC in a Book/Bible Study of this book.  We will 
discuss together the  nature of scripture: the Old 
Testament and the New Testament; Questions about the 
Nature of Scripture; Making Sense of The Bible’s 
Challenging Passages.  Throughout the study we will 
talk about how United Methodists use Reason, 
Experience, and Tradition to help us interpret Scripture 
(The Wesley Quadrilateral).  And we will discuss together 
a Way Forward for the church and struggle with our 
diverse views of homo sexuality.  
 
In May I am asking every member, every friend, of BUMC 
to pick up a copy of Making Sense of the Bible, or order 

one now on your favorite e-reader, and along with a 
Bible, read the book.  If you do not have a “Study Bible” I 
would recommend you get one.  I think the Oxford 
Annotated NRSV study Bible is the best study bible out 
there.  The Wesley Study Bible NRSV is a great new 
study Bible with some great teachings on what United 
Methodists emphasize, and it is a lot cheaper than the 
Oxford version.  The Jerusalem Bible, (the Catholic Bible), 
or the New International Version of the Bible also have 
great study bibles.  Any Bible is a good Bible to be 
reading!   Just have a Bible alongside you in May as you 
read Making Sense of the Bible so you can look up some 
of the passages being discussed.   
 
 

Latino Worship Has Begun at BUMC. 
Sunday mornings from 3 until 6pm BUMC will be hosting 
a new worship experience.  Pastors David and Jazmine 
Lara will be leading a Latino worship experience at 
BUMC.  They have been running a house church for a few 
years and because of its growth were looking for more 
space and someone had told them to go talk with BUMC, 
stating to them that BUMC was “the heart of the  
Brooklyns.”   The result is a Spanish speaking worship 
experience on Sunday, and a Thursday night Bible Study.  
Over the next year they are going to work at making 
their service Bi-lingual. They will be tithing (giving 10%) 
of their offering to BUMC and will participate with us in 
our 5th Sunday Worship and Service events beginning 
this summer.  The only other cost is that they are very 
food based, and so have promised that Pastor Rich and 
Pastor Henry will be well supplied with authentic Latino 
cuisine.  They are both 
thrilled. If you are 
around on a Sunday 
Afternoon make sure 
you welcome them 
and their growing  
congregation to 
Brooklyn UMC.   
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Do Good 
 
My BUMC families, we are called to Grow in 
Love of God and Love of Neighbor; Reach New 
People; and Heal a Broken World. By doing the 
above, we will be known as the Heart of 
Brooklyns. I believe this can be achievable, if 
we “Do all the good you can. By all the means 
you can. In all the ways you can. In all the 
places you can. At all the times you can. To all 
the people you can. As long as ever you can.” This inspirational 
quote attributed to John Wesley encourages us to do good as 
followers of Jesus Christ. In the Word of God, Jesus Christ did 
good at all times. Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, loved his 
neighbor, ate with sinners, hungout with the outcasts, and most 
importantly, forgave us (sinners) by dying on Calvary Cross. Jesus 
Christ fulfilled Isaiah prophesy which said "The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free,” (Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4:18). Therefore as followers of Christ, 
we are encouraged to do likewise every day and everywhere. 
Feed the hungry, empower the less fortunate, join an advocacy 
group, volunteer, be kind, be helpful, do not judge, put yourself in 
other’s shoe, just to name a few. 
 

At BUMC, there are many ways we can continue to do good.  
Support the Sunny program; Give to Change for Change offering 
to support a cause; Sponsor a child to camp or mission trip; give 
to the Pastor’s Good Samaritan fund; be hospitable, be the hands 
and feet of Jesus Christ, do not put someone down.  
 

God Almighty, help us to do no harm but good, and let us stay in 
love with you. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Pastor Henry 

I am old enough to remember  
Sunday Dinner’s.  When I was a kid 
my parents would take us to a  
Ponderosa Restaurant every Sunday 
afternoon, after worship of course.  
Often we would invite another family 
or two from church to join us.  My 
wife Bonnie grew up hosting a  
Sunday dinner at her home and they 
would always include a family or two 
from Church.   
 

The world has changed.  Not many 
have a Sunday Dinner any more on 
their weekly calendar.  The church 
has changed as well, with three  
services every Sunday, we at  
Brooklyn UMC often don’t get a 
chance to even meet those who  
attend other services.  Then there is 
the fact that we are multi-cultural 
and that also creates some barriers.  
So last summer we set up Sunday 
Dinners.  We paired those willing with 
some others they did not know and 
they got together once a month for  
Sunday Dinner.  A few of those 
groups have kept going and still 
gather together for a dinner.  How 
about joining a Summer Sunday  
Dinner Group this summer?  Starting 
in June, we will set you up with a few 
other homes, diverse in service they 
attend, age, different culture, young 
and old, families and singles ... and 
set you loose to gather 3 times over 
the summer for a Sunday Dinner 
(does not even have to happen on a 
Sunday).   
 

This is a great way to get to know 
some others within your own church. 
Call the church office, or sign up at 
the Welcome Center in May and we 
will have a meeting for dinner by 
June.   It is a great way to meet some 
others and have a great time of fun 
and fellowship.   Join a Summer  
Sunday Dinner group!   
 

All Summer Sunday Dinner Groups 
will meet for their first gathering, 
Sunday, June 3rd from 5-7pm at a 
local park.  

Save the Date! 
Join the fun in celebrating the 
great works of Gloria Roach 
Thomas as she is sent  into the 
retirement phase of her life. 
 
June 2, 2018 from 2:00 to 5:00 
p.m. at the Amherst H Wilder  
Center at 451 Lexington Pkwy in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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We will soon be enjoying SUNNY days again: Serving Up Nutrition Now for Youth.   
 
Planning has started, local businesses are being contacted about donations and 
volunteers, new flyers have been printed, and updated signs are being made.  I am 
looking forward to gathering together the fabulous volunteers who have served 
over the last five years – yes, this will be our 6th year of serving nutritious lunches 
to the people in our neighborhoods! 
 

There is some concern about who is being served. We serve youth and their families, but we don’t turn anyone 
else away.  The meals that are provided are kid-sized lunches with one sandwich, one fruit, one vegetable and one 
snack per day.  Our program is different than any other I know about, in that the children are not required to eat 
during a specific time period; they get to take the food with them so they can eat when they are hungry.  They also 
get to make food choices. 
 
Another comment often made is about parents picking up numerous lunches for absent family members. Imagine 
being the parent of 3 or 4 or 5 youngsters.  Now picture putting all of those children in their car seats, driving to 
the church, releasing all of those young ones and herding them into the lunch area, picking up the food, and then  
putting everyone  back in those car seats for the drive back home.  Many parents do just that, three times a week, 
and thank us for the gift of that food.  Some of them have chosen to have a representative of the families come to 
us to gather the lunches three times a week.  We have registration for each of the people who are signed up to 
get those lunches.  Regardless of who comes, our guests tell us how much they appreciate the friendly welcome 
of our gracious volunteers and having the fresh food for the day. 
 
That is why we do this.  Not only are we given the opportunity to serve our neighbors, but we get to enjoy the 
friendships we make as we interact together. 
 
None of the tasks are difficult.  We shop from a shopping list every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and drop the food at the church; 
these are our Shoppers.  We bring in the food to the SUNNY room and 
sort.  This is done by our Team Members.  The fruits and vegetables 
get washed and prepped.  The meat is portioned and wrapped in  
individual wrap. Loaves of bread are separated into packets of two 
slices.  Snacks are displayed on the last table in the room.  Each day 
there is one person who is the “go-to” Crew Leader, who answers 
questions and directs the Team Members.  Once the guests start  
arriving, we engage them in conversation at the Welcome table and 
sign them in at the registration table.  At 1:00, we clean up the areas, 
take inventory so we know what needs to be replenished, wash some 
knives, bowls and cutting boards, and close up for the day. 
 
During this time, we chat, share what is happening in our lives, laugh 
and sigh with each other.  And, we help feed some people who need 
it. 
 
Volunteers are needed.  Sign-up sheets will be posted and we will 
have on-line opportunities as well.  Training dates for Crew Leaders or 
anyone who hasn’t volunteered before will be scheduled. 
 
Donations will also be gratefully accepted.  More information will be 
posted about the items we need.  Cash donations can be given to the 
office with “SUNNY” noted on your envelope or check. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:8: God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance so that by always having enough of everything, you may 
share abundantly in every good work. 
 
Please plan to join us for the SUNNY summer season! 
 
Pat Swanson, SUNNY Coordinator 

 

Saving our change, making special gifts, 
to heal a broken world. 

 

Change for Change Offerings 
Using our change and special gifts, God 
calls us to give to change the world.  Each 
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their 
change, bring it to worship along with any 
special gift you feel God is calling you to 
give, and place it in our Change for 
Change Offering. Together we shall 
change the world.  
 

This month we will be collecting for the 
MN Annual Conference’s Love Offering on 
May 6,  and Camping Scholarships for the 
rest of May. Information about the Love 
Offering can be found on page 8. 
 

This year, approximately 30 youth, ages 6
-18 hope to attend camps at Koronis and 
Northern Pines in late June, early July. 
Both of these camps are sponsored by 
the Conference but they still cost money. 
The money collected will support 
supplementing the fees for our youth to 
attend and add to the fundraising efforts. 
It’s great to have so many youth 
interested in going to Methodist camps so 
let’s help them get there! 
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Prayers to the families of Rev. James Njoroge, Milt Setzler, Jean Mohr and  
Gerald Tarr in their deaths, and to Elva Anderson in the death of her sister, 
Donna. 
 
For those recovering from surgery or hospitalized - Steve Brown and Brenda 
Whitnah 

To our April Communion servers and 
Liturgists: Naij, Nick, Jack, & Maddie 
Kleven, Nicole, Abigail & Paul  
Pazandak, Jack Rogers, Judy  
Mennenga, Candy Mattson, Alice  
Ellison, Mary Hooper 

Brooklyn Big Band Upcoming Dates 
Our Big Band has a busy spring and summer season ahead. Mark your calendars and be 
sure to cheer them on while listening to great jazz. 
Sunday, May 20, Crooner’s Jazz Club, 4-6, Columbia Heights 
Tuesday, May 22, Andrew Residence, 7 PM, Minneapolis 
Thursday, May 24, Willy McCoy’s in Champlin, 7pm-10pm, $10 at door for fundraiser 
Sunday, June 17, BUMC Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, July 8, Golden Valley Lutheran Church, morning services and concert 
Sunday, July 22, Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Maple Grove, morning services 
Tuesday, July 24, 7 PM, Brooklyn Center Band Shell 
Wednesday, August 22, evening concert, Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, Crystal 
Saturday, September 22, time to be determined, Chanhassen United Church of Christ Festival 

PRAYERS OF THE 
CHURCH 

And to our Greeters: Bernie Crook, Alice  
Ellison, Ellie Gross, Sharon Jensen, Laurene 
Rick, Ben & Vera Roberts, Ken Rossina & 
Gail Murray, Darryl  & Diane Sannes &  
Arlene Swanson, Phil & Jo Tiehenor, Phyllis 
Watkins 

Thanks to the Sounds of Grace bell choir for the nice sendoff they gave me on my retirement 
from the bells.  I think they need some recognition for what they have done the past 11 years.  
When the call went out In 2007 for forming a bell choir with the bells that had been sitting  
unused for several years, Gary and Jean Blosberg, Steve and Karen Long, Judy Mennenga and 
Diane Bushyager all stepped forward.  They have continued to be members all these years.  
With substantial turnover in the other ringers in the first years, Judy Bonnell, Mary Hooper, 
Jane Eberhardt, Art Bjorngeld and Lois Purdham all joined and we have had four years of  
stability which allowed us to venture into more difficult music.  As a director, I picked the music 
and facilitated rehearsals while we were getting ready for presentation, but there is a lot of 
work behind the scenes that was done by the ringers both at practice and when playing in 
church – setting up bells and tables, caring for gloves, polishing bells, putting everything away 
to name a few.    Thanks to all for eleven years of fun and hard work.  I will miss it.   
~Jan Potasnak 

Many thanks for the 
thoughts, prayers, 
calls, food & visits.  
So thankful for my  

Brooklyn family. 
~Joan Headline 

 Loaves & Fishes serves 
meals every Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday from 
noon-1pm.  Volunteers 
are always needed. 

Please call 612-377-9810. 

OPEN TO ALL 
Mark your calendar for the next Fare For All, May 10. Items 

may be purchased at CEAP (across from the church). 

The last day to drop off items for this 
year’s Mega Sale is May 13th. Special 
needs are fabric, notions & patterns. Sign 
up now to volunteer or donate food for 
volunteers for the June 13th-16th sale!! 
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Each year, churches in the MN Annual Conference take a collection for a Love Offering for missions. This year it will 
be split between 3 deserving organizations. 
 
Puerto Rico Hurricane Recovery Trips - In response to Hurricanes Irma and Maria which devastated Puerto Rico, 
VIM trips will begin this summer. 65% of the Love Offering will be used for construction supplies, relief kits and VIM 
scholarships. 
 
Park Avenue UMC Freedom School - A 6-week summer day camp experience for 
children in the heart of Minneapolis. 25% of the Love Offering will help address 
the “summer slide” and close the achievement gap for 50 students through  
improved reading skills, art, cooking, music and physical education. 
 
Numas Haus - provides emergency shelter and support services to homeless  
single women and their children in New Ulm area. Adjacent to First UMC in New 
Ulm, clients are able to stay up to 90 days while receiving counseling and access 
to county services and vocational training. 15% of the Love Offering will be used 
to help families with transitional rent assistance. 
 
The Love Offering will be part of Change 4 Change on Sundays April 29 and May 
6. It will then be delivered on May 31 during MN Annual Conference. 

JOIN US FOR A GREAT MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY…
September 16-21, 2018 

 

If you have ever wished to go on a mission trip where 
you could truly serve God’s needy people here and 
abroad, this is the trip for you!  The Mission Committee 
is planning a week-long trip to the Midwest Mission  
depot in Chatham, IL Sept. 16-21.  The purpose of MM 
is basically the same as Sager Brown in Louisiana, but 
is only 8 hours away, low cost, and gives more  
opportunities to serve (assembling relief kits, sewing, 
making school desks and repairing bicycles and sewing 
machines to send to those who need them).  We have 
reserved space for 12 people and will be staying on 
site working with local community members and  
others who will come in for the day.   
 

P.S.  We will really need at least one person who is  
interested in planning some meals and cooking for our 
team! 

CHARLIE STRONG COMING TO BUMC! 
Charlie Strong of Strong Missions in Costa Rica will be 
at BUMC on May 20 to talk about his mission  
programs.  BUMC members have joined 6 VIM teams to 
Strong Missions since 2010 and BUMC has been very 
generous over the years in support of its programs.  
We have invited former mission trippers from around 
the area to join us for a reunion and a chance to visit 
with Charlie, so we may have many guests at the 9:00 
service on May 20.  (Look for the colorful tee shirts!)  
Charlie will speak briefly at the 9:00 service and more 
extensively in Fellowship Hall during coffee time.  All 
are invited to stay to hear this presentation and attend 
the potluck lunch which will follow.  After the potluck 
there will be further opportunity to visit with Charlie 
and our mission guests. 

On April 19 The Martha Circle met in Brooklyn Center for a tour 
at Crescent Cove, the soon to be open Children’s Hospice 
Home. The group is seen here with Karla Vaughan from the 
home. 



Camp Sunday is May 6th!  Early Bird Registration Extended to May 7th!  More Fundraising! 

There will be a special Camp Sunday with Papa Dan from Camp Koronis on May 6th, so be prepared—dig out your camp 
t-shirts, hats and hoodies. Besides Papa  Dan doing Children’s Moments at 9 and 11:30, there will be information, games 
and activities from 10-11. 

Because of our “snow day” on April 15th, we postponed Camp Sunday until May 6th. Early Bird Registration for BUMC 
campers now ends on May 7th. This is the last day to register and still get $25 in free money put into the camper’s 
canteen account. The canteen is open for campers to purchase treats at specific times during the camp day. 
 
Upcoming Fundraisers are May 26 Cub Bagging and June 17 Popcorn Sale. Look for more announcements! 

Important Dates for Campers 

Camps    
Pathways at Koronis 9-13 years June 24-29  $440 
L.Y.F.E. at Northern Pines Completed grades 7-10 June 24-30  $430 + $50 Bus 
L.Y.F.E Leadership at Northern Pines Completed grades 11-12 June 23-30  $190 
Teddy Bear at Koronis 6-9 years July 1-3  
    
Fundraisers May 26 Cub Bagging June 17 Popcorn Sale  
    
Important Dates    
 Registration opens Jan 8  
 Camp Sunday with Papa Dan May 6th  
 Early Bird registration closes May 7th  
 

Pathways is a 4 night 5 day camp at Koronis near Paynesville. This camp experience is a combination of recreational, 
faith, craft and outdoor experiences with different activities that the camper can choose from according to their 
interests. It is geared to older 9 year olds through 13 year olds. If we get 20 or more campers we will provide round trip 
bus transportation. 

Teddy Bear camp at Koronis is geared for the younger campers, ages  6-9 years. Camp staff is experienced in helping 
first time campers with home sickness and shyness. It is a 3 day, 2 night experience. Kids are encouraged to bring a 
teddy bear or other stuffed animal. A favorite blanket is also welcome. We will need drivers to car pool kids to this 
camp. 

Live Your Faith Everyday (L.Y.F.E.) camp at Northern Pines near Park Rapids, is designed for middle schoolers and junior 
high student s who have completed 7th grade (non-negotiable requirement) and high school students through 10th 
grade. It a more intense personal faith development experience and connects youth with each other.  It is a 6 day, 5 
night camp.  After completing  11th or 12th grade, high schoolers are invited to return as Leaders in Training (LIT) which 
adds 1 more day of camp.  A bus is available to campers leaving from Crosswinds UMC in Maple Grove. 

Contact Linda for brochures and information on how to register and pay for camp (there are generous donations from 
BUMC and camperships from Camp MN available to help!). Look for Camp News in your email box and at the Welcome 
Desk. 

 

 



Sunday School News 

On Palm Sunday children did a super hero palm processional at every service outfitted in their new super hero 
capes and masks! (The kids got to keep these as Easter gifts from BUMC.) We had Spiderman, Ironman, 
Batman, Wonder Woman, Super Girl and others honoring Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem as the 
greatest Super Hero of them all. Easter was an amazing celebration with 75 children in a Children’s Church 
setting at 11:30, 13 in a PreK class and another 37 children attending at 9:00 and 10:45 services. A total of 125 
children experienced Brooklyn’s celebration of the Resurrection! Pastor Rich even gave the message about 
“What it Means to be Easter Kids” at 11:30! 

In April and May we are diving into learning about Paul’s ministry and how we can share the Good News like 
he did. We’ll follow his often dangerous journeys to better understand how an enemy of Christians became 
the most important grower of the early Christian church.  

Sunday School sessions are after Children’s Moments in the 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM services, and at 10:30 AM. 
All children from K-5th Grade are encouraged to come to Sunday School. 

Planning for Summer Sunday School is under way. Watch this space, emails to families and take home notices 
by your Sunday School kid! 

PreK Class Available at All Three Services! 

We have been including Pre-K kids in the large group part of the Sunday School lessons. When we break into 
small groups they go to their own lesson and activities. It has been so rewarding to have their input into large 
group discussions! Thank you to Victoria Osanyintola and the youth who assist her with the faith formation of 
our youngest kids. 

Nursery--Caring for Our Babies and Toddlers 

There’s always safe, secure, and loving care for newborns to 3 year olds in the Nursery from 8:45 AM to 1:15 
PM every Sunday thanks to Ade Osanyintola! 

Wednesday Kids 

Wednesday School continues at 7-8 PM following a family meal at 6:30 PM. Wednesday’s kids learn about the 
same lesson as the previous Sunday but with different activities. 

Small Group Leaders Needed 

Small group leaders and assistants are needed for 9:00, 10:30 and 11:30 services. Choose your favorite age 
group—K-1, 2-3, 4-5. Orientation, curriculum, materials are all provided. 
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CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
By Linda Browning, Director 

Sunday School Needs Leaders 
We now offer three Sunday School sessions every Sunday and our average 
attendance has been increasing steadily. The 11:30 session is our largest. We can 
not effectively teach over 40 children at one time without more small group 
leaders. Would you look at your Sundays and see if there is even one Sunday a month you can give to our 
children? Please let Linda know! 

Go Green with Red  or  Red is the New Green! 
 

Show your true colors! BUMC is going green with our new reusable red shopping bags. Get them 
for only $3 each or 2/$5. Proceeds go to camperships for our kids. 
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Youth Ministry 

Graduate next step plans and photos will be  
displayed. If you have a graduate from high school 
or college, please have them jot down a sentence 
or two and scan in or bring in a favorite grad photo 
by Wednesday, May 30.   

 

  

Questions about Faith Trek and ways youth can 
gain “strength for their journeys? Contact Mim 
Campbell @ (612) 791-3969 or mim@bumc.org. 

 

High School Graduate Sending & Blessing  
Sunday, June 3  

9:00, 10:00 & 11:30 AM worship services 
The First Sunday Brunch will include a cake  
reception.  A cake reception will also follow the 
11:30 AM worship service. 
  

The following students will be 2018 high school 
graduates. Please take the opportunity to wish 
them well.  

Nana Ansah - Blaine 
Faith Ansah - Bridges 
Hannah Christianson - Park Center 
Brielle Clarke - Coon Rapids 
Wil Gaypia - St Michael/Albertville 
Jade Havisto - Armstrong 
Gabrielle Holton - Osseo 
Eli Humphrey - Blaine 
Roberta Kennedy - Totino Grace 
Caleb Klemm - Park Center 
Matthew Larish - Osseo 
Victoria Osanyintola - Park Center 
Blake Redding - Park Center 

 Middle School and High School youth will have the  
opportunity to be involved in the Faith Trek Service 
Track  this summer!  

 They are invited to join youth and adult volunteers to   
partner with them in reaching out to the community.  

 The Sunny Program … Begins Monday, June 11 and   
continues Monday, Wednesday & Friday through the  
summer.  

 The Mega Sale  … June 13-16 please help with this all 
church fundraiser.  
 

Please contact Mim to connect with the event  
 coordinators.     
  

   

Space is still available for children, middle and high 
school youth at Lake Koronis and Northern Pines 
Bible Camp.  
Pathways/Koronis            9-13 years             June 24-29 
L.Y.F.E./Northern Pines  7-12 gr.(2018)      June 24-30 
L.Y.F.E. LIT/N. Pines   11-12 gr (2018)    June 30-30 
See Linda for details, available scholarships and  
options for transportation.  

Movin’ on Up! 
Sunday, June 3 

9:00, 10:00 & 11:30 AM worship services 
  We will recognize 5th graders & 8th graders as they    
“move on up” to middle school and high school. They  
 are invited to join their new program for this  

   summer. 
 5th graders - see Mim to register for Faith Trek a  
that time.  
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STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS 
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org 
 
Associate Pastor: 
 Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org 
 
Director of Music Ministries: 
 Michael Anderson - music@bumc.org 
 
Children & Family Ministries Director: 
 Linda Browning - children@bumc.org 
 
Director of Developmental Ministries: 
 Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org 
 
Circuit Rider Editor: 
 Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org 
 
Office Manager: 
 Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org 
 
Bookkeeper: 
 Diana Pennington - 
dpennington@bumc.org 
 

 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of 
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life 
in the church for members and friends. 
Comments, articles and information can be 
emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly 
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
Church office phone: 763-561-1684 

Place your ad here!  
If you want to promote your business/
services to our congregations, place 
your ad here for only $5/month.  
Help us help you!! 

Carter’s Dog Sitting Service 
Need a place for your dog to stay 
while you are out of town?  Your 
dogs will enjoy a fenced in  
backyard and the run of our house. 
20 years of experience; reasonable 
rates.         Mike & Kathy Carter  

763-424-2631 

bumc.org 

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC   

@BrooklynUMC 

BrooklynUMC 

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements 
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121  

Olympic medal winners.  Shaklee gives you 
what you need to create healthier lives for you 

and your family.  
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312 
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Sunday Worship Times:       WOW! 
9:00 am Traditional       6:30pm Meal  
10:45 am encounter       7pm-8pm Small groups 
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair         
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