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Fail
what to do when
things go wrong
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763-561-1684
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Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be found on
our website under Worship/Past Sermons

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE
BROOKLYNS BY …
REACH NEW PEOPLE
Through service, worship, discipleship,
reaching new people with the
grace of God
LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR
Living out the 2 great commandments
of Jesus Christ in everything we do
as a community of faith.
2016 Average Worship Attendance: 293
2017 Average Worship Attendance: 323
2018 Average YTD: 297
HEAL A BROKEN WORLD
Serving alongside our neighbors to
become the heart of the Brooklyns,
the north side and beyond.

Do you have “grit?” Grit is a concept originally
coined by psychologists, and now fairly well known
in the education field, refers to a person’s ability to
persevere and overcome challenges to achieve
long-term goals. Grit is based on the assumption
that some of our best learning experiences actually
happen through setbacks, disappointments, and
failures.
Where in your life did you ever learn how to fail
or how to deal with failure? I learned it while
playing sports. I can still remember the regional state basketball
tournament with 10 seconds left, I drove down the length of the
court, took the shot with just a second left and … Let’s just say that
Webster, SD went on to play in the state tournament, and I and my
school went home. Grit is hard to learn. Many of our greatest lessons
in life are those we learned not when we succeeded but when we fall
short. I know it’s true for me. I suspect it’s true for you as well.
Learning how to fail is critical for our long-term success and
growth. But if that’s true, then it also means something else is true: if
we don’t learn how to fail well, then we won’t ever live up to our Godcreated potential. If we are scared to fail and therefore shy away
from anything bold, then we will leave a lot on the court of life when
we are done playing.
Failure is not an “if” proposition, it is a “when” proposition. If failure
is not a possibility in any area of your life, chances are that you’re
playing it too safe and not following God’s nudges. But if we are going
to follow Christ, we better learn some grit! We better learn how to fail
well. Through Scripture, looking at the life and ministry of the prophet
Jeremiah, we are going to explore grit and growing through our
failures. I’m convinced there isn’t a guy in scripture who has more grit
than Jeremiah. Chances are you don’t know much about Jeremiah but
that’s ok. We are going to explore his life together.
I invite you to not only join us in worship, but also pick one path to
grow your faith. First, join a study group led by Pastor Henry or
myself. In these small groups we will go a little deeper into our
scripture and message themes. The second option is to pick up a
copy each week of Grab Gather Grow. You simply gather a group
together and work your way through the resource. It deals with the
same themes and scriptures preached on Sunday and studied in our
small groups.
One other thing. I invite you to open up your Bible for some
extended reading. Through April and May let’s read together the
entire book of Jeremiah and the book of Lamentations (tradition tells
us it was written by Jeremiah). In our worship, our small groups, or in
Grab Gather Grow, we all could do a little reading on our own and
through Jeremiah’s life we could learn how to fail, and what to do
when things go wrong.
We will get started on April
8th. This would be a great time
to invite a family member, a
friend, a co-worker, or your
Then the LORD’s word
accountant to join us for
worship or one of our study
came to Jeremiah:
sessions. There is not one of
I am the LORD,
us who does not need to
what to do when
the God of all living things!
things go wrong
develop some grit, to learn
Is anything too hard for me?
what to do when things go
Jeremiah 32:26-27
wrong, to learn how to fail like
a follower of Jesus Christ.

Fail

Pastor Rich

10 Prayers to Pray throughout a Busy Day

Spread the word about encounter
worship service!
Sundays at 10:45 in Fellowship Hall
Our worship gatherings on Sundays
at 10:45 AM are geared to believers
and non-believers alike. Singing and
prayer will help to usher us into the
presence of God while the preaching
will be drawn from God’s Word and
made relevant, useful, and alive to
everybody. The encounter Band will
lead worship with songs that are
chosen from the best of
contemporary music with the
intention of touching the heart,
fortifying the spirit and creating a
loving community. It is our hope that
we would truly Encounter God, feel
God’s love for us and that we
wouldn’t be the same people we
were before we came.

1. Thank you for this day.
“This is the day the Lord has made; We will
rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24 NKJV)
2. Be with me.
“The Lord is with me; I will not be
afraid.” (Psalm 118:6)
3. You are so good.
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures
forever.” (1 Chronicles 16:34)
4. Give me strength for this day.
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9)
5. Protect me.
“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions
and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm
you.” (Luke 10:19)
6. Thank You for the work that keeps me busy.
“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work
of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our
hands.” (Psalm 90:17)

MN Annual
conference
sponsors an
excellent
Canadian
Fishing Camp.
Mahkwa Lodge, Lac Seul, Ontario,
Canada, July 26- August 1 - Lac Seul
is one of Canada’s premier walleye
lakes. Join other men and women
for great fellowship, fantastic food,
and spiritual enrichment in this
beautiful northern setting. Leaders:
Rev. Dan Hair and Marlys CarlsSteiskal

7. Lord, give me rest.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

Join us for Easter morning breakfast
from 10:00 - 10:30, sponsored by
our Men’s Group and chef, Mark
Williams. Menu includes:

10. Fill me with joy.
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your
joy may be complete.” (John 15:11)

Fresh Fruit
Strata Italiano
Swiss Eggs
Breakfast Potatoes
Apple Stuffed Pancakes w/ syrup
Breakfast Sausage
Sliced Ham
Oatmeal w/ toppings
Breakfast Pastries
Coffee, Juice, and Water

8. Help me to love.
“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves.” (Romans 12:9-10)
9. Let me see You.
“You will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen
to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah
29:12-14)

I encourage you to use the above daily. May God bless you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Amen.

Pastor Henry

Saving our change, making special gifts, to
heal a broken world.
Change for Change Offerings
Using our change and special gifts, God
calls us to give to change the world. Each
Sunday we ask all of BUMC to save their
change, bring it to worship along with any
special gift you feel God is calling you to
give, and place it in our Change for Change
Offering. Together we shall change the
world.
This month we will be supporting UMCOR
Sunday on April 1 & 8, Native American
Sunday on April 15 & 22 and the MN
Annual Conference’s Love Offering on April
20 & May 6. Information about UMCOR
Sunday & Love Offering can be found on
page 8.
When you support Native American
Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary
students who will honor and celebrate
Native American culture in their ministries.
You help empower congregations that are
finding fresh new ways to minister to their
communities with the love of Christ.
One of these Sunday offerings will also go
to support our friends at Spirit Lake
Ministry Center in North Dakota.

Sunday, April 29th
Sunday, April 29th will be upon us soon. It
will be our first attempt at 5th Sundays of
Service. It happens 4 times a year and at
BUMC we have decided to do something
special on our 5th Sundays, two special
things.
10am that Sunday we are going to have one
joint, combined and only worship service. Our
three worship services will come together for
worship. Following worship we will gather in
the Fellowship Hall for an old fashioned
potluck meal. We are asking each household to bring something
to share, a family favorite, an ethnic dish from your heritage - just
bring enough to share with others. At BUMC one of our biggest
needs is for us to get to know each other, to spend some
fellowship time with others who attend a different service, are
from a different culture, or from a different community. So on the
29th we will worship together and then have some fellowship
time together in the morning.
The 2nd part of our “Service Sunday” will be sending teams out
into our community in small groups to do some service. Groups
of 12 people out in our community will be doing a variety of
service projects. If you have an idea for a local service project that
day contact the church office and volunteer to be the team leader
and help form a team around you to go and serve that day. Our
hope is that we will have a number of teams spending about 2
hours out in our community serving. Then at 6pm that evening we
will gather in a local park for what we are calling a “Celebration of
Service.” We will sing, pray, and celebrate and share in Holy
Communion.
Mark your calendars now and plan to be part of worship and
fellowship that morning. Then in April sign up to be part of a
service team.

Worship this April-May 2018 at Brooklyn UMC
Learn to persevere and trust in God during life’s most trying times.

We all know the feeling. We take a leap, only to land flat on our face. Just when our plan
appears to be perfect, it falls apart. Life's failures and disappointments can make it difficult to
move forward. How do we pick ourselves up and dust ourselves off?
We will examine the life of Jeremiah, whose failed pursuits are described in more detail and
depth than with any other prophet. Even though God set him apart to speak to the nation of
Israel, Jeremiah's attempts to fulfill his calling were met with ridicule, punishment, and
suffering. But through it all, God never left his side. The story of "the weeping prophet" has
much to teach us about trusting God during life's most trying times.
Jeremiah 32:26-27 (CEB)
Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah:
I am the LORD, the God of all living things! Is anything too hard for me?
DISCIPLESHIP
Join us in April and May to read the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations with us. Pastor Rich will lead a study of
the Message theme on Sundays @ 10am and Wednesdays @ 7pm. He will also add an evening study at a local
coffee shop if you let him know a night you would be able to join him. Pastor Henry will lead a study on Fridays at
6pm. If you can’t join a study group, pick up a copy of Grab Gather Grow each week and gather a group
together on your time. Families, Grab Gather Grow always includes a Faith Five for the week to use each night in
your home.

Michael Is Retiring!
After 19-plus years as your music
director and 32 years working in the
denomination, I am announcing my
retirement that will begin at the end
of the summer. After a great deal of
thought, prayer and deliberation, I
have decided that since I am old
enough to qualify for pension and
social security benefits, that it would
be best for my family and me to
move ahead with retirement. I may
work part time to keep busy, but I
have no idea what that will be at this
point. I am grateful to God and the
people of Brooklyn for making it
possible for me to make a major part
of my living doing what I love-making music for other people and
the glory of God. It has been quite a
journey and I will always keep BUMC
and your pastors in my thoughts and
prayers. I offer my heartfelt thanks
to all of the singers, dancers,
musicians and directors who have
given generously of their time and
talent over the
years. I couldn’t
have done it
without you!
God bless!

Kira Winters Moves on to a New
Position
Our organist and choir accompanist
has accepted a position at a
Lutheran church near her home in
Bloomington. Quoting Kira, “my
decision to leave BUMC, especially
in this way, is not easy. Michael, the
choir, and the rest of the staff have
been incredibly supportive and
flexible and I'm grateful for the
time I've spent with everyone over
the last several months. I grew up
in the Lutheran Church and have
several years of experience
planning for worship in that setting,
so serving a congregation in such a
familiar tradition closer to home
just makes sense for me and for
my family. Additionally, I lose the
stipend I receive from University of
Minnesota School of Music over the
summer every year, so this new
position would insure a greater
level of financial stability for my
family.” We will miss her musical
talents and wish her the best. A
search for her replacement will
begin immediately.

Jan Potasnak Is Retiring, Bells Play
April 8
Long-time member and volunteer
director of our Sounds of Grace Bell
Choir, Jan Potasnak, will direct the
bells for the last time this coming
Sunday, April 8th. Jan has been
directing a bell choir off and on at
BUMC for at least the last thirty
years and became the sole director
when paid bell choir director Tony
Ritchie was laid off in 2001 due to
budget cuts. She has patiently kept
the ringers together through thick
and thin and while navigating
members’ busy schedules. We are
so grateful for her many years of
generous service. Thank you, Jan,
and best wishes!

Brooklyn Big Band Upcoming Dates
Our Big Band has a busy spring and summer season ahead. Mark your calendars and be
sure to cheer them on while listening to great jazz.
Sunday, April 8, BUMC
Sunday, May 20, Crooner’s Jazz Club, 4-6, Columbia Heights
Tuesday, May 22, Andrew Residence, 7 PM, Minneapolis
Sunday, June 17, BUMC Ice Cream Social
Sunday, July 8, Golden Valley Lutheran Church, morning services and concert
Sunday, July 22, Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Maple Grove, morning services
Tuesday, July 24, 7 PM, Brooklyn Center Band Shell
Wednesday, August 22, evening concert, Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, Crystal
Saturday, September 22, time to be determined, Chanhassen United Church of Christ Festival
To our March Communion
servers and Liturgists:
Jean Blosberg
George & Judy Bonnell
Nancy Kipp
Mike & Colleen Colbert
Judy Mennenga
Meg Holton
Lily Muhm

And to our Greeters:
Ben & Vera Roberts
Mary Ann Peterson
Barbara Strahan
John & Sana Eakins
Betty Anderson
Dave, Gracia, Greta, Nolan Kitelinger
Nehwoen Luogen & Nehplainseh Pay-Bayee
Joan Headline

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
By Linda Browning, Director
Sunday School News

After an exciting Lenten season of studying Super Heroes to learn how we can
become better Faith Heroes, in April and May we are diving back into Deep Blue
sessions about Paul’s ministry. We’ll follow his often dangerous journeys to better
understand how an enemy of Christians became the most important grower of the early Christian church.
Sunday School sessions are after Children’s Moments in the 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM services, and at 10:30 AM. All
children from K-5th Grade are encouraged to come to Sunday School.
Wednesday School continues at 7-8 PM following a family meal at 6:30 PM. Wednesday’s kids learn about the
same lesson as the previous Sunday but with different activities. Small group leaders and assistants are needed
for 9:00, 10:30 and 11:30 services. Choose your favorite age group—K-1, 2-3, 4-5. Orientation, curriculum,
materials are all provided.
PreK Class Available at All Three Services!
We have been including Pre-K kids in the large group part of the Sunday School lessons. When we break into
small groups they go to their own lesson and activities. It has been so rewarding to have their input into large
group discussions! Thank you to Victoria Osanyintola and the youth who assist her with the faith formation of our
youngest kids.
There’s always safe, secure, and loving care in the Nursery from 8:45 AM to 1:15 PM every Sunday thanks to Ade
Osanyintola!
Camp Sunday is April 15th! Early Bird Registration Closes April 30th! Fundraising!
There will be a special Camp Sunday with Papa Dan from Camp Koronis on April 15th, so be prepared—dig out your
camp t-shirts, hats and hoodies. Besides Papa Dan doing Children’s Moments at 9 and 11:30, there will be
information, games and activities from 10-11.

Early Bird Registration ends on April 30th. This is the last day to register and get $25 in free money put into the
camper’s canteen account. The canteen is open for campers to purchase treats at specific times during the camp.
Upcoming Fundraisers are May 26 Cub Bagging and June 17 Popcorn Sale. Look for more announcements!
Contact Linda for brochures and information on how to register and pay for camp. Look for Camp News in your
email box and at the Welcome Desk.
On March 11th, more than 40 BUMC members and guests attended the Black Panther movie. There were 26
children and youth. Black Panther is so popular that people have been trying to book flights to Wakanda! Read the
movie review below by Olivia Sackor to find out why!

Black Panther, the first ever Marvel film to make $1 billion in the box office, teaches a very valuable lesson. Being
a colored girl who fits into the minority category living in America, having a representation of what black America
can accomplish is inspiring. Being a mostly black cast it takes the issue head on that the casting directors in the
past and now think that having a “diverse cast” means having one person of color. The Black Panther cast is
showing Hollywood what a diverse cast really is. While the movie is action packed and has a comedy factor it
takes on some serious issues in today's society, like white privilege, unfair learning opportunities, and just plain
racism. This movie is a great family film. It helps everyone start to talk about some serious topics. I highly
recommend seeing it.

Youth Ministry
By Mim Campbell, Director
2018 SUMMER MISSION TRIPS
BUMC is partnering with YouthWorks to provide
awesome opportunities for youth to serve! There
are still a few more spaces available! Contact Mim
by April 15 @ (612) 791-3969 or mim@bumc.org.
FaithTrek is our approach to giving Middle School &
High School Youth “strength for their journey. There
are 4 tracks for them to “sign-on” to a little more
in- depth trek itinerary.
 WORSHIP: Sunday Service Involvement
 LEARNING: Confirmation & EDGE
 SERVICE: Individual & Group Involvement
 LEADERSHIP: Planning & Representation
The Service Trek gives youth opportunities for
individual and group involvement in our church and
surrounding community. Some are involved in
music, ushering, reading scripture, assisting with
communion or leading worship. Others are working
with Nancy Kipp and Feed My Starving Children or Kid
Packs with Diane Sannes. Still others are making a
stand for safety and justice in their schools and
communities via the National Gun Violence Walk-out
on March 14, even meeting with Brooklyn Center’s
Mayor Tim Wilson. These, along with our summer
mission trips are all awesome ways for youth to gain
strength for the journey!

7th - 8th GR (2018-19): Duluth
July 15 - 20
9th -12th GR (2018-19): Nashville
July 29 - August 4

Hennepin Avenue UMC (511
Groveland Ave) is offering a
lay visitors training course
in April/May of this year.
Classes will meet on April
10, 17, 24 and May 1 (all
Tuesdays) from 6:30pm8:30.
Instructors will include past
graduates, congregation
clergy, and Mark Peterson,
an ELCA pastor and veteran
hospital chaplain. Pastor
Peterson has been teaching
this class for over 30 years.

JOIN US FOR A GREAT MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY…
September 16-21, 2018
If you have ever wished to go on a mission trip where
you could truly serve God’s needy people here and
abroad, this is the trip for you! The Mission
Committee is planning a week-long trip to the
Midwest Mission depot in Chatham, IL Sept. 16-21.
The purpose of MM is basically the same as Sager
Brown in Louisiana, but is only 8 hours away, low
cost, and gives more opportunities to serve
(assembling relief kits, sewing, making school desks
and repairing bicycles and sewing machines to send
to those who need them). We have reserved space
for 12 people and will be staying on site working with
local community members and others who will come
in for the day.
P.S. We will really need at least one person who is
interested in planning some meals and cooking for
our team!

UMCOR SUNDAY is an annual special Sunday offering of

the United Methodist Church. This offering provides a
strong foundation on which all UMCOR programs are
built. By covering UMCOR’s administrative costs for
building, organizing and deploying aid, gifts to One Great
Hour mean that 100% of gifts designated for UMCOR’s
relief programs are used for those programs.
UMCOR SUNDAY enables the United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) to live out its mission to alleviate
human suffering. UMCOR responds to natural or human
made disasters—those interruptions of such magnitude
that they overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on
its own. UMCOR extends its relief aid across the U.S. and
around the globe. The need for food, shelter, health and
peace know no national or international boundaries. Your
UMCOR Sunday gift is a tangible expression of God’s love
for people who suffer. It enables the church to answer
Jesus’ command to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Final Update on December Heifer Change4Change
A total of $2,242.99 was collected. Kids voted on their favorite animals and when we got a double donation day we
purchased 18 goats, 4 sheep, 24 flocks of chicks, 6 schools of fish, and 20 bee hives, for a total of $2,160. The
balance went into the general fund. Because it was International Women’s Month when we ordered, the animals
will go to help support women and their families around the world!

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Prayers to the family of Dorothy Copeland, to Carroll Wallin in the death of
his wife, Nancy, and to Carole Eggert in the death of her husband, Jerry.
For those recovering from surgery or hospitalized - Charles Nicol, Diane
Visser, Hallecia George, Pat Funk, Stephen Brown, Yai Gbeanquoi.

UMW Presents:
Program of SERRV April 14, 2018

THE 2019 MISSION TRIP TO GIPO TOWNSHIP
IN GBANNAH CLAN, GANTA, LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA

Trip dates are approx. Thursday, 3-14-19
through Saturday, 3-30-19 (may change
slightly due to flight schedules)
Project: To start the construction of the
25 room co-ed dormitory for the Gipo
Vocational Institute.
The mission team is forming fast and the
plans for the trip are coming together,
but there are still openings on the team!
So, please let us know if you are
interested in joining us.
Contact one of the following mission
team committee members:
Ada Beh –
Email: dorwoen@hotmail.com
Thea Bruley –
Email: tstewsam@msn.com
Rev. Linda Koelman –
Email: revlin97@gmail.com

SERRV works with thousands of disadvantaged artisans and
farmers in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, and here
in the United States, connecting you to the handmade products
and foods they make. Through our long-term relationships, we
create opportunity for our partner artisans and farmers to
break the cycle of poverty. In addition to developing market
access for our partners, we assist them in becoming
economically self-sufficient through product design,
educational opportunities, and technical assistance. We also
prioritize social programs focusing on women's empowerment,
children's rights, community resource development, and more.
Everyone is invited to come to a SERRV program where you will
get the chance to purchase items from around the world that
support disadvantaged artisans. Come starting at 10:00 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall and check SERRV out. At 10:30 hear Mary
Gates tell us about the organization, its history and all the
positive good SERRV is doing in the world. A salad luncheon will
follow Mary’s presentation. Enjoy fellowship and delicious
salads. Dessert will be provided. More details to come.
Come, bring your friends and neighbors, and support SERRV.
Help them to help themselves.
OPEN TO ALL
Mark your calendar for the next Fare For All, April 12 & May 10

UMW Plant Sale
We will be taking orders for our annual
plant sale Sunday April 8th, 15th and 22nd
in the narthex area.
Delivery will be during the third week of
May. Flowers are from the same Lynde
nursery as last year.
Please help support
the UMW spring
fundraiser for our
mission projects.
Any questions call Carol
Barott @
763-315-0993.

Loaves & Fishes serves meals
every Monday, Wednesday &
Friday from noon‐1pm.
Volunteers are always needed.
Please call 612‐377‐9810.

BUMC has 2 tables purchased so if you would like to come, sign up in the office.
Donations for the cost of the ticket are appreciated.

Place your ad here!

If you want to promote your business/
services to our congregations, place
your ad here for only $5/month.
Help us help you!!
Carter’s Dog Sitting Service
Need a place for your dog to stay
while you are out of town? Your
dogs will enjoy a fenced in
backyard and the run of our house.
20 years of experience; reasonable
rates.
Mike & Kathy Carter
763-424-2631

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC
bumc.org
@BrooklynUMC
BrooklynUMC

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org
Director of Music Ministries:
Michael Anderson - music@bumc.org
Children & Family Ministries Director:
Linda Browning - children@bumc.org
Director of Developmental Ministries:
Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org
Circuit Rider Editor:
Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org
Office Manager:
Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org
Bookkeeper:
Diana Pennington dpennington@bumc.org

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121
Olympic medal winners. Shaklee gives you
what you need to create healthier lives for you
and your family.
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312

The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life
in the church for members and friends.
Comments, articles and information can be
emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Church office phone: 763-561-1684
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Times:
9:00 am Traditional
10:45 am encounter
11:30 am Contemporary with an African Flair

WOW!
6:30pm Meal
7pm-8pm Small groups

