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What names come to mind when you hear the 
word “hero”? 

    Whom would you imitate if you were called upon 
to be a hero?  Do you imagine a character from the 
pages of a comic book, or someone who taught 
you important life lessons?  Though the names and 
faces might be different, most of us share a similar 
picture of who is a hero. Our fictional and real-life 
heroes, all know separation, trial, and in one way or 
another, we all share these same experiences.  Our 
heroes represent the stories we wish we could tell about ourselves. 
They offer us stories of transformation and lessons in how to under-
stand the world.  They offer us examples of who we wish we could be. 
We find heroes in comic books, in history, in our own lives. There are 
also heroes in the Bible.  
     But what makes a hero? The Heroes Journey:  Ordinary work; Call 
to Adventure; Crossing the Threshold; Challenges and Temptations; 
Death and Resurrection; and finally a Return Home with the Reward.  
In a way, this is Jesus’ journey as well. We’ll be discussing good and 
evil, right and wrong.  We’ll consider the hero’s role in the struggles 
between us and them, haves and have nots, old and new, and life and 
death.  Through it all, we will look at our greatest hero, Jesus—how 
he took the world’s view of courage, turned it on its head, and forever 
redefined what a hero is.  Join us in February and March as we  
discover what makes a hero!    
 

 

 
Sunday, February 11th :  Good, Evil, and God                                         

Ephesians 5:1-2     Superhero: Batman     Real-Life Hero: Nelson Mandela              
Change for Change: Feed My Starving Children 

 

Sunday, February 18th :    Right, Wrong, and Holy                                     
Luke 10:36-37     Superhero: Spider-Man     Real-Life Hero: Harriet Tubman     

Change for Change: BUMC’s Strong Mission Trip 
 

Sunday, February 25th : Us, Them, and the Body of Christ                             
Galatians 3:28     Superhero: Wonder Woman     Real-Life Hero: Anne Frank     

Change for Change: BUMC’s Strong Mission Trip 
 

Sunday, March 4th :  Have, Have-Not, and the Kingdom of God                  
 Philippians 4:12-13     Superhero: Iron Man      

Real-Life Hero: St. Teresa of Calcutta         
Change for Change: Youth Summer Mission Trips  

 

Sunday, March 11th :  Old, New, and Covenant                                        
Luke 5:36-39     Superhero: Captain America     Real-Life Hero: Mikaila Ulmer          

Change for Change: Youth Summer Mission Trips  
 

Sunday, March 18th: Dignity                                                        
  Superhero: Hancock     Real-Life Hero: Chris Gardner/Glide UMC           

Change for Change: The Dignity Center (HUMC’s Homeless Ministry) 
 

Sunday, March 25th Palm/Passion Sunday: Life, Death, and Resurrection     
John 11:25-26     Superhero: Superman   

Real-Life Hero: Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger  
Change for Change: The Dignity Center (HUMC’s Homeless Ministry)   

 
 Book/Bible Study What Makes a Hero?   

Books can be ordered from your favorite book store or pick up a copy 
at church, outside of the chapel.  Study begins Week of 2/11 and ends 
week of 3/25. 

 

Study Sessions (Pick one and if you miss one,  
you can drop in on another session) 

Sunday Mornings: 10am  (Pastor Rich lead, starts 2/11)  
Wednesday Mornings: 11am (Pastor Rich lead, starts 2/14)  
Wednesday Evenings: 7pm (Pastor Rich  lead, starts 2/14) 
Friday Evenings: 6pm (Pastor Henry lead, starts 2/16) 

7200 BROOKLYN BLVD. 
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 

Office Hours 9am-4pm (M-Th) 
    9am-noon (F) 

 

763-561-1684 
 

admin@bumc.org 
 

bumc.org 
Videos of Sunday’s sermons can be found on 

our website under Worship/Past Sermons 

BECOMING THE HEART OF THE                      
BROOKLYNS BY … 

 
 

REACH NEW PEOPLE 
Through service, worship, discipleship, 

reaching new people with the                       
grace of God  

 
 

LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR 
Living out the 2 great commandments of 

Jesus Christ in everything we do as a  
community of faith   

2016 Average Worship Attendance: 293 
2017 Average Worship Attendance: 323 

2018 Average YTD: 316 
 
 

HEAL A BROKEN WORLD 
Serving alongside our neighbors to        
become the heart of the Brooklyns,        

the north side and beyond.   
In the Fall of 2017 we gave a total of 

$5708.90 for Disaster relief to the United 
Methodist Committee of Relief 

Pastor Rich 



 

 

JERSEY SUNDAY 
Sunday, February 4th is  

Super Bowl Sunday.   
Later in the week the Winter Olympics 

start in PyeongChang, South Korea.  
Neither of these super events include the 
events of flying and running mentioned 

by the prophet Isaiah (Chapter 40). Isaiah 
also says that success in God-sized  

ventures is dependent upon one thing: 
waiting. Pastor Rich will be preaching at 
all three services a message he is calling 

“The Isaiah Olympic Biathlon.”  We will 
also serve Communion at all three  

services.  Since there is a sports theme 
for worship, and being the Super Bowl is 
in town and the Winter Olympic Games 

are starting we invite you to wear to  
worship a favorite sports jersey!  But it 

comes with a price!    
If you wear a sports jersey we invite you 

to make a special offering to support 
your church team!   With a special gift, 

maybe tithing the cost of your super bowl 
party,  you support the team that has  

become the heart of the Brooklyns, your 
Church team!  Please be generous and 

get into the Super Bowl Spirit, wear your 
favorite jersey and gift a special gift in the 

offering Plate. 

 Why Do You Need Jesus Christ? 
Have you ever thought about this question? This is an 
important question for our reflection. I believe every person 
needs Jesus Christ. The Bible, especially the New Testament, 
assists us with the why we need Jesus Christ.  
For me there are several reasons why I need Jesus Christ. The 
following pieced from a Bible Study group reflects my reasons: 
   “All have sinned.” Since Adam and Eve took a bite of the fruit 
in the Garden of Eden, sin entered the world and has been 
passed down through all generations (Romans 5:12); therefore, 
all have sinned (Romans 3:23, Galatians 3:22). Jesus is the only 
person who ever walked this world and lived a perfect sinless 
life (2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 1:19, Hebrews 4:15, Hebrews 
5:9). I am a Sinner. 
   Sin causes spiritual death. Sin cuts me off from God; it is the 
very thing that separates me from God. Sin causes spiritual 
death (Romans 6:23), which is eternal separation from God. 
If I die without my sins being paid for, I end up in hell 
(Revelation 20:15, Revelation 21:8), which is for eternity and 
there is no escape (Isaiah 66:24). 
   Sin must be paid. The wages of sin is spiritual death (Romans 
6:23); spiritual death is separation from God, which results in 
eternal hell (Revelation 20:15, John 15:6) if those sins aren't 
paid for. 
   I cannot pay the price for my sins. My work does not save me, 
but by God's grace I am saved (Acts 15:11, Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Salvation cannot be earned; it is a free gift from God (Ephesians 
2:8, 1 John 5:11) if only I will accept it (Mark 16:16, John 3:16, 
John 3:18). 
   Jesus paid that price. Back in the Old Testament, they used to 
sacrifice lambs and other animals on an altar for the remission 
of their sins. Without the shedding of blood, there is no 
remission for sins (Hebrews 9:22-23). Now to obtain 
forgiveness, we go to Jesus, who paid the final price for sins 
(Hebrews 10:12). No longer is it necessary to sacrifice animals 
for our sins (Hebrews 10:18). Jesus died and shed His blood for 
sinners (Romans 5:6-10, Galatians 1:4, Luke 22:20), and all of 
us were once sinners (Romans 3:23); we are able to obtain 
God's grace through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). 
His blood paid the price for our sins (Matthew 26:28, Hebrews 
9:22, Romans 5:9, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19). 
   Jesus is the only way to heaven. No man can come to God the 
Father, except through His Son Jesus Christ (John 14:6, John 
10:9, Romans 5:10). Believing upon Jesus is the only way (Acts 
4:12, Romans 5:1, Galatians 3:26) to obtain forgiveness from 
our sins, and receive salvation (1 John 5:11, Hebrews 9:28). He 
who will believe, there is no condemnation awaiting them (John 
3:18, John 6:47, Acts 13:39, Romans 8:1, Romans 10:11). 
 
I encourage you to write down on a piece of paper why you 
need Jesus Christ? 
 

Pastor Henry 



 

 
NEW TO WEDNESDAY NIGHTS. 

Parenting Class 
Starting, Wednesday, February 21st we 
are adding a parenting class to our 
Wednesday night schedule. Each 
Wednesday night there will now be 
something for every member of the 
family.  Children, Middle Schoolers and 
Parents will all have a class to attend.  
BUMY (Senior High Youth) we hope you 

will come with your family and serve as guides for either the 
Middle School activities or the children’s activities.   
   The parent class will have a short lecture on the topic of the 
day, a Bible portion and time for small group discussion.  Penny 
Johnson , Mother Ora Weah, and our Pastors will be the  
facilitators of the group.  We hope you will bring the whole  
family and join us.  Meal is served at 6:30 and the events for all 
ages including our new parenting class will begin at 7pm.    
At this same time, Pastor Rich, during the season of Lent, will 
be leading an adult Book/Bible Study called “What Makes a  
Hero?” for adults who do not want to be in the Parenting Class.   
 
Calling all Grandparents – Experienced Parents.   
We are looking for a few grandparents to come join our 
Wednesday Night Parenting class starting February 21st.  These 
weekly classes will have a lot of time for small group  
discussion and we would love to have some grandparents, or 
shall we call you experienced parents, as part of the group.  If 
interested in being part of our Wednesday Night Parenting  
classes please call the church office and let us know of your  
interest in being part of the group. 

VALENTINE’S DAY PARENT NIGHT OUT! 
February 14th, Valentine’s Day  6:30-8pm  

Fellowship Hall @ BUMC  
Get dressed up, bring your valentine and join 
us for a night of celebration and fun. Bring 
the kids as there will be separate events for 
your children and youth.  Have the kids dress 
up in their favorite Super Hero costume for 
some fun! 
  

A meal and celebration provided by our new 
Parenting Class Facilitation Team. Parents, 
you will not want to miss this event.  Join us! 
  

Remember, this is a fun and formal affair, so 
dress up, dress the kids up in their favorite 
Super Hero Outfit and come to church 
Valentine’s Day. 
 

(For those Parents who 
already made plans to go out 
– drop your children and 
youth off at 6:30pm and 
swing by at 8 and pick them 
up.) 

Summer Ministry Opportunities for Children and Youth  
Here are the dates for Camp and Mission Trips. There will be dates for prep meetings and fundrais-
ers as they are determined. Linda and Mim are teaming up on Summer Ministry with Mim taking the 
lead with youth on Missions and Linda with kids and youth for Camp. There will also be a Mission Trip 
newsletter and a Camp newsletter with updates and important information. 

Camp Ages Dates 

Pathways/Koronis 9-13 years June 24-29 

L.Y.F.E./Northern Pines Completed grades 7-12 June 24-30 

L.Y.F.E LIT/Northern Pines Completed grades 11-12 June 23-30 

Teddy Bear/Koronis 6-9 years July 1-3 

MSP Day Camp Completed grades 4-6 August TBD 

      
Mission Trip     
Duluth Completed grades 5-8 July 15-20 

Nashville Completed grades 8-12 July 28-August 4 

Camp Ages Dates 

Pathways/Koronis 9-13 years June 24-29 

L.Y.F.E./Northern Pines Completed grades 7-12 June 24-30 

L.Y.F.E LIT/Northern Pines Completed grades 11-12 June 23-30 

Teddy Bear/Koronis 6-9 years July 1-3 

MSP Day Camp Completed grades 4-6 August TBD 

      
Mission Trip     
Duluth Completed grades 5-8 July 15-20 

Nashville Completed grades 8-12 July 28-August 4 

MN Annual conference sponsors an  
excellent Canadian Fishing Camp. Mahkwa 
Lodge, Lac Seul, Ontario, Canada. July 26- 
August 1 - Lac Seul is one of Canada’s  
premier walleye lakes.  Join other men and 
women for great fellowship, fantastic food, 
and spiritual enrichment in this beautiful 
northern setting. Leaders: Rev, Dan Hair and 
Marlys Carls-Steiskal 



 

 

 

Saving our change, making special 
gifts, to heal a broken world. 

 
 

Change for Change Offerings 
Using our change and special gifts 
God calls us to give to change the 
world.  Each Sunday we ask all of 
BUMC to save their change, bring it to 
worship and along with any special 
gift you feel God is calling you to give, 
place it in our Change for Change 
Offering. Together we shall change 
the world.  
 
In February we will supporting two 
mission projects.  Feb. 4th and 11th we 
will support Feed My Starving 
Children.  Our offering will support our 
pledge to the TWO MILLION MEALS 
Northwest Metro MegaPack. Don’t just 
give to this, get involved! You can sign 
up to pack meals on Wednesday, 2/21 
from 7:30pm-9:30pm, Saturday, 2/24 
from 3pm-5pm or Friday, 2/23 from 
6pm-8pm.  Join a team from BUMC 
and participate in living out being the 
Heart of the Brooklyns. And when you 
sign up, see if you can sign up some 
friends or co-workers to join us.  The 
number one way people join a church 
community is not through worship 
anymore, but through service!  
 
The Strong Mission Trip will be our 
Change for Change recipient Feb. 18th 
and 25th. Strong Missions in Costa Rica 
offers programs to at-risk children 
and families to improve their 
lives. They provide tutoring, school 
scholarships, entrepreneurial training, 
and feeding programs as well as 
sports and arts programs to prevent 
youth delinquency and build strong 
minds, bodies and spirits. Join us 
these Sundays to hear about what 
they did on their trip. 
  
In March, the 4th and 11th, we are 
going to help raise money for our 
Summer Youth Mission Trips.  Our 
Junior High Youth will be heading to 
Duluth, MN and our Senior High, 
BUMY, will be heading to the Center of 
Methodism, Nashville, TN. 

PASTOR’s WORD  
   “Scripture says that all things were made through Christ (John 1:3) 
and through Christ all things were reconciled to God (Colossians 1:20).  
In other words, everything and everyone in our world contains a spark 
of the divine – everything is sacred, and whether or not we chose to 
live in that truth depends on our perspective.”   
   These words are from Matt Rawle, the author of WHAT MAKES A 
HERO? The Death-Defying Ministry of Jesus.  I believe his words to be 
true.  I truly believe we are called not to reject the culture we live in, 
but to re-narrate its meaning – to tell God’s story in the midst of it.  As 
we walk with Christ, we discover the divine all around us, and in turn, 
the world invites us into a deeper picture of its Creator. For me, the 
world is just trying to re-tell us over and over again God’s great story 
of redemption.  With God, we can tell our own heroic stories of 
triumph and heroism.   
    Over the next few weeks I invite you to join us in worship, for a 
movie night, or maybe a Book/Bible study. Join us and let’s look at our 
walk with Jesus through the eyes of some heroes.  We are going to 
have some fun and look at a Super Hero each week that actually has a 
little to teach us about Jesus.  We are going to celebrate some real-
life heroes and some local heroes. Wearing a cape is optional but 
encouraged!  We want to have some fun with this but also discover 
through pop culture (Super Heroes are huge right now), the 
redemptive story of Jesus Christ.  There are a number of ways to 
engage this Lenten Season, read over our newsletter and join in as we 
try to discover What Makes a Hero?  As well as take a deep look at the 
death-defying ministry of Jesus.  

SUPER HERO MOVIE NIGHT - Thursdays, 7pm  
As our encounter band finishes their practice in the fellowship hall, 
they’ll sing us into a movie night. Each night we will take a look at a 
Hero, either real or imagined, and follow it up with a brief Bible verse 
and discussion.  Check out our movie listing below and plan on joining 
us. We will put our popcorn machine to work and have some cold 
drinks ready to go!    
2/15   Invictus   (2009; rated  PG-13)                                                                                        
Nelson Mandela, in his first term as the South African President, initiates a 
unique venture to unite the apartheid-torn land: enlist the national rugby 
team on a mission to win the 1995 Rugby World Cup.   
(Cartoon before the movie:  Adam West as Batman – old school)             
 2/22 Spider-Man     (2002; rated  PG-13)                                                                                  
When bitten by a genetically modified spider, a nerdy, shy, and awkward 
high school student gains spider-like abilities that he eventually must use to 
fight evil as a superhero after tragedy befalls his family.                      
3/1 Wonder Woman      (2017; rated PG-13)                                                                             
When a pilot crashes and tells of conflict in the outside world, Diana, an 
Amazonian warrior in training, leaves home to fight a war, discovering her 
full powers and true destiny. 
3/8  Iron Man        (2008; rated PG-13)                                                                                        
After being held captive in an Afghan cave, billionaire engineer Tony Stark 
creates a unique weaponized suit of armor to fight evil.                                 
3/15  Captain America: the First Avenger    (2011; rated PG-13)                                         
After being deemed unfit for military service, Steve Rogers volunteers for a 
top secret research project that turns him into Captain America, a superhero 
dedicated to defending America's ideals. 
 3/22 Pursuit of Happyness       (2006; rated PG-13)                                                         
A struggling salesman takes custody of his son as he's poised to begin a  
life-changing professional career.                                                   
3/29 Jesus  (1999; Not Rated: A TV Movie)                                                                                
A movie about the life, work and death of Jesus as we know it from the 
Bible.  (This is Pastor Rich’s favorite Jesus movie, and he has seen them all) 

 



 

 

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
By Linda Browning, Director 
Registration for Camps is Open! 
Yes, in the cold of February our thoughts turn to the campfires of June and July. 
Camp 2018 brochures were sent out to past campers and Brooklyn campers were 
invited to a first Camp 2018 orientation meeting on Sunday, January 21st. Mim and 
Linda presented opportunities for campers from 6 to, well, let’s just say infinity, 
shared the important dates, and went over the registration process with campers and parents/guardians. There 
will be more Camp meetings announced in the coming months. 
 

Campers and friends will have a chance to do fundraisers in March and May at Cub Foods and to sell popcorn on 
Father’s Day and on other dates such as during the Mega Sale!  There will be a special Camp Sunday with Papa Dan 
from Koronis on April 15th, so be prepared—dig out your camp t-shirts, hats and hoodies. 
 

Last year with the partnership of families, fundraisers, Brooklyn UMC and Camp Minnesota, we sent 37 kids and 
youth to camp! Let’s aim for 50 this year! 
 

Contact Linda for brochures and information and look for Camp News in your email box and at the Welcome Desk. 

Camps   
Pathways/Koronis 9-13 years June 24-29 
L.Y.F.E./Northern Pines Completed grades 7-12 June 24-30 
L.Y.F.E LIT/Northern Pines Completed grades 11-12 June 23-30 
Teddy Bear/Koronis 6-9 years July 1-3 
MSP Day Camp Completed grades 4-6 August TBD 
      
Fundraisers March 10 & May 12 Cub Bagging June 17 Popcorn Sale 
      
Important Dates     
  Registration opens Jan 8 
  Camp Sunday with Papa Dan April 15 
  Early Bird registration closes April 30 

Sunday School Dives Into New Lessons…and Flies with Super Heroes 
The Winter Deep Blue units focus on the life of Jesus - Jesus as he grows up and 
His early ministry and miracles. This winter the Deep Blue Kids will be taking us to 
Kenya. During Lent we will be taking a break from the Deep Blue lessons to follow 
the Lenten study of Super Heroes. We will learn about Super Heroes, earthly  
heroes and the greatest Super Hero of all time, Jesus. Come and learn about what 
makes a Christian hero and we’ll have some fun with capes and masks! Don’t miss the announcement about Super 
Hero movie nights on Thursday nights during Lent. Pastor Rich talks about them on page 7 of this Newsletter! 
 

Sunday School sessions are after Children’s Moments in the 9:00 AM (NEW) and 11:30 AM services, and at 10:30 
AM. All children and guests from K-5th Grade are encouraged to come to Sunday School. 
 

Wednesday School continues at 7-8 PM following a family meal at 6:30 PM. 
 

NEW! Sunday School at 9:00 AM! 
There will now be a One Room Sunday School session during the 9:00 AM service. Children from 3 years to 5th 
grade will leave from the Sanctuary after Children’s Moments for a lesson, Bible story, activities and crafts.  
Substitute leaders needed! 
 

…And at 10:30 and 11:30! 
Small group leaders and assistants are needed for both 10:30 and 11:30 services. Choose your favorite age 
group—K-1, 2-3, 4-5. Orientation, curriculum, materials are all provided. 
 

Nursery Care and PreK Class Available at All Three Services! 



 

 

Youth Ministry 
By Mim Campbell, Director 

 

SUMMER MISSION TRIPS 
 

We’re going to Nashville! 
 9th-12th (2018-19)      July 28 - August 4 

$400.00 
 

AND  
 

We’re Going to Duluth! 
7th - 8th (2018-2019)   July 15 - 20 

$350.00 
 

Middle School and High School Youth will be working  
alongside people and organizations in each community  
to reach out to children, families, and older adults. 
 
For trip info and fundraising options - contact Mim.  
Reserve your place with a $50.00 
deposit by February 18.   Faith Trek is BUMC’s new approach to  

nurturing Middle School (MS) and High 
School Youth (HS) in faith and community. 
Contact Mim to discover ways to gain 
“strength for their journeys at (612) 791-
3969 or mim@ bumc.org 

 

    6th - 8th Graders 
1ST & 3RD SUNDAYS 

9:00 AM & NOON  
1 HOUR SESSIONS  

     Parent & Youth Meeting 
 

Sunday, February 18 @ 10 AM  
Wednesday, February 21 @ 7 PM.   

TREK TRAINING/CONFIRMATION  

Comic heroes will come alive!  
 

Sunday, February 18 
10:00 - 10:45  &  1:00 - 1:30 PM 

SUPER HERO  
MEET & GREET 

Guidelines, timelines and expectations for youth who 
are serious about confirming their faith and  
becoming a member of the United Methodist Church.   

Confirmation Retreat  
 

March 2-3 
Lake Koronis Retreat Center  

 

We’ll leave right after school to join youth from  
several other churches in the Minnesota Conference. 

Through games, worship, and conversation, we’ll 
take a look at what it means to be a disciple.  

              

Have you ever wished you could actually meet one 
of your childhood heroes or favorite action  
figures? Now’s the time! 
 
Come and interview any one of them and have 
your picture taken for $5.00/character! All ages 
welcome!  
 
This is a youth fundraiser for MS & HS Summer  
Mission Trips so it’s a great deal all around! 



 

 

NEW in 2018—5th Sundays of Service                                                       
5th Sundays, they do not happen very often, and at BUMC we are turning them into 
Sundays of Service!  With three regular worship services every Sunday we often do 
not get to know members who worship at another service.  So on the 5th Sundays 
we are going to bring everyone together for one worship service (10am) and follow 
it up with an old fashioned pot luck dinner and then serve together. After worship 

and fellowship we will send small groups out into our community in service.  Some 
groups will remain at church and participate in service projects, some will head out 

into our community and serve.  Then at 6pm we will gather back together for a 
Service Celebration! A time of singing, and prayer and  

celebrating the service and new people we worked beside 
to help heal a broken world.   

 
Do you have a service idea?  Does your team, committee, circle, group have a service idea?  
Contact the church office and let us know if you have an idea and if you would be willing to 
lead a service team on one or two or all 5th Sundays.                                                                                    
Mark your calendars now and plan to be part of 5th Sundays of Service.                                                   
Help BUMC remain the heart of the Brooklyns! 

 

5th Sundays of Service in 2018                                                                                                                                                                       
April 29th;    July 29th;   September 30th;    December 30th                                                                                 
5th Sunday Worship Service 10am        
5th Sunday Fellowship/Potluck 11am                                                          
5th Sunday Service Events—all day       
5th Sunday of Service Celebration 6-6:45pm  

Lent-Holy Week and Easter Season Music and the Arts 
Ash Wednesday, February 14th at 7 PM 
Sunday, February 18th at 9 AM – Sanctuary Choir 
Sunday, February 25th at 9 AM – Contemporary Choir 
Sunday, March 4th at 9 AM – Sanctuary and Contemporary Choirs 
Sunday, March 11th at 9 AM – Sanctuary Choir 
Sunday, March 18th at 9 AM – Sanctuary Choir 
Sunday, March 25th at 9 AM –Contemporary Choir 
Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 7 PM – Special music from the  
 encounter Band  
Good Friday, March 30st at 7 PM –  
 Combined Choirs and soloists 
Easter Sunday, April 1st at 9 AM – Brooklyn 
 Brass, Dance and Sanctuary Choir 
Sunday, April 8th at 9 AM – Sounds of Grace 
 Bell Choir 
Sunday, April 15th at 9 and 10:45 – Brooklyn 
 Big Band 

Spread the word about encounter  
worship service! 

Sundays at 10:45 in Fellowship Hall 
Our worship gatherings on Sundays at 
10:45 AM are geared to believers and 
non-believers alike. Singing and prayer 
will help to usher us into the presence 
of God while the preaching will be 
drawn from God’s Word and made  
relevant, useful, and alive to  
everybody. The encounter Band will 
lead worship with songs that are  
chosen from the best of contemporary 
music with the intention of touching 
the heart, fortifying the spirit and  
creating a loving community. It is our 
hope that we would truly Encounter 
God, feel God’s love for us and that we 
wouldn’t be the same people we were 
before we came.  



 

 

HOT BUYS for February’s Fare for All at CEAP  
Mark these dates on your calendar from 4-6pm 

 Feb 8th, March 8th, April 12th   

The local non-profit GOOD in the HOOD Shoe Away 
Hunger has a school bus that travels around the 

community and offers shoes/
boots to sell to those in need. 
PLEASE, as you go through your 
closets this season, bring to 
church those shoes and boots 
that you no longer use but others 
would so appreciate!  
THANK YOU!!  

Next month marks the 3rd Anniversary of the 
opening of Brooklyn Avenues and the high point of 
the amazing work done by this community to help 
youth experiencing homelessness. We at Avenues 
want to celebrate this milestone as well as the 
people who got us to this point. At the same time, 
though, we want to recognize there is still much to 
be done. 
 

Accordingly, we are hosting a community event on 
February 28, 2018 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. This event 
is an opportunity for the Brooklyn area to come 
together to hear a panel discussion about youth 
homelessness (panel expected to include  
representatives of the schools, police department, 
youth, and direct service staff), enjoy a delicious 
spaghetti dinner, hear a reflection from Mayor 
Lunde on the process of building BA, and an  
update from Brooklyn Avenues Program Manager 
Donnell Bratton on the work BA has done over the 
past 3 years. 
 

This community event cannot happen without the  
participation of the community, however, so we 
want to invite you to join us. More details are to 
follow, but the event will be free to attend at Elks 
Lodge #44, 2875 Brookdale Drive, Brooklyn Park, 
MN 55444. 
 

We hope to see you there. You can RSVP to  
info@avenuesforyouth.org  
 
Thanks for all you do for our community! 
Craig 

Did You Know...Schools still collect Box Tops for 
Education  
In 1996 General Mills started a program to support 
education and benefit schools. That program still exists 
today and many of the schools in the Brooklyns 
participate. 
 

Each coupon is worth ten cents when submitted to 
the Box Tops for Education Program. Help us to collect 
2000 Box Tops !!!! 
   
Every Box Top makes a difference! 
 

Please take a look in your kitchen drawers and pantry 
and bring the Box Tops to church in February and 
March and place them in the envelope on the UMW 
Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall.  At the end of 
March we'll total them 
all up and present them 
to school classrooms.  
Box Tops can be found 
on many, many 
products. Start clipping 
them TODAY.  

Give. Advocate. Volunteer. 
SafeJourney, a program serving North Memorial Medical 
Center and Maple Grove Hospital, helps patients and  
individuals in the community who are experiencing  
domestic abuse. Volunteer advocates are needed to 
provide a listening ear, emotional support, safety  
planning, information & referral. You do not need to 
have previous knowledge or experience, but rather 
looking for people who are sensitive to the issue, caring 
& non-judgmental. Advocates sign up for 2 on-call shifts 
per month. Shifts are 8am-5pm, 5pm-10pm or  
10pm-8am. Work around your schedule. Call or email 
Raelene at 763-581-3952 or  
raelene.caswell@northmemorial.com to find out more 
or to schedule an interview. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Prayers to the family of Dwight 
Mennenga, to Rachel Woods in the 
death of her father, Aubrey, and 
Judy Bonnell in the death of her 
mother, Ann. For those recovering 
from surgery or hospitalized -  
Lois Purdham, Linda Shadden & 
Ida Bokari. And to Ben & Vera  
Roberts for welcoming a new 
great-grandson, Caleb John. 

To our January  Communion 
servers and Liturgists: 
Mike Colbert            Pat Swanson 
Colleen Colbert      Stan Leino 
Tom Foster             Mary Hooper 
Carol Foster              
George Bonnell 
Sherry Leboeuf 
 

And to our Greeters: 
Ben & Vera Roberts 
Ellie Gross 
Darryl & Diane Sannes 
Phyllis Watkins 
Joan Campe 
George & Judy Bonnell 
Troy, Bonnie, Ben, Abby Pullis & 
Stefan Suppes 
Tom & Carol Foster 
 
And a special thank you to  
Victoria & Mercy Osanyintola for 
filling in at ushering on  
Christmas Eve. 

PICTURE DIRECTORIES ARE COMING! 
Volunteers came forward and we 
have booked April 18th-22nd for pic-
tures for a new directory. Please mark 
your calendars and look for infor-
mation to come about signing up for 
them. 

A Lutheran friend wrote to me -  
“It was a really nice service. 
Pastor Rich did an awesome job 
capturing Dwight’s life. Your 
lunch workers are phenomenal - 
never been to a funeral where 
people clapped.  We love you!”   
I cannot say it better. Thank you 
BUMC for all your love, support, 
kindness, friendship, cards, calls 
and help as my children, 
grandchildren and I work 
through this loss.  ~Judy 
Mennenga 

Thank you for your CHANGE   in 
the  Change for 
Change  donations in 
January to KIDPACK - 
the weekend food Pack 
for Kids at our local 
schools. Your gifts will 
help to make the 
weekends better for 
kids who need a meal 
over these COLD winter 
weekends. Thanks so 
much!!  

Want to deepen your faith walk? 
Did you know it is possible to hear the 
voice of God?  
In fact, God wants us to hear his voice. 
He is speaking to us all the time. He 
wants us to have an intimate 2-way 
relationship with him. By learning to 
hear God speak, your faith journey 
will be filled with joy, peace, and love. 
You will learn of God’s deep love for 
you personally, which changes your 
whole walk and allows you to love 
others more completely. As God 
speaks to you, your journey will  
deepen and expand, and you will 
know that God is definitely for you 
and never against you! 
 

We will be going through “The four 
keys to hearing God’s voice” by Mark 
Virkler, an audio series on Saturday 
mornings March 3-May 5 (10 weeks) 
from 10:00-11:30am at BUMC. Mary 
Bjorngjeld will be facilitating. 
 

Mandatory meeting (to answer any 
questions, to see if the class is for 
you, signup, and pay for desired and 
required resources) is on Feb 11th at 
10:20am or 11:20am in the sanctuary 
to see a video clip by the author. The 
required workbook is $5 and an  
optional book is $15. A journal is  
required, since journaling is one of the 
four keys. Also it is highly  
recommended you have 2 or 3  
spiritual advisors who are a little 
more mature in their faith walk. 
If you want to know more about the 
author, you can go to  
cwgministries.org or you can just look 
up his name. 
 
Note: This is not a discussion class. It 
is a listening class. It is important to 
make a commitment to come Feb 11 
and for the 10 weeks. 
 

Blessings on your new year! 

Every time a room is cleaned an 
angel gets its wings. Have you 
been wanting to volunteer at 
church but didn’t quite know how? 
We are looking for some Cleaning 
Angels to adopt-a-room and tend 
to it weekly, every other week, or 
monthly, depending on your 
schedule. Supplies & equipment 
will be provided. And if anyone 
likes to get the satisfaction of 
cleaning spots in the carpet, we 
have a great tool for you!! Call the 
office to sign up and if you do it 
early, you get first choice of the 
room you want to clean!  

Scout Sunday is Feb. 11th which 
means PANCAKES!! They will be 
serving from 9:30-11:30am and 
cost is $8 for adults and $5 for 
10 years & under. Please come 
and support our Troop 299 



 

 

 

STAFF & OTHER CONTACTS 
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Rich Zeck - pastor@bumc.org 
 
Associate Pastor: 
 Rev. Henry Dolopei - hdolopei@bumc.org 
 
Director of Music Ministries: 
 Michael Anderson - music@bumc.org 
 
Children & Family Ministries Director: 
 Linda Browning - children@bumc.org 
 
Director of Developmental Ministries: 
 Mim Campbell - youth@bumc.org 
 
Circuit Rider Editor: 
 Marlys Carls-Steiskal - crider@bumc.org 
 
Office Manager: 
 Mindy Klemm - admin@bumc.org 
 
Bookkeeper: 
 Diana Pennington - 
dpennington@bumc.org 
 

 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly publication of 
Brooklyn UMC. Its purpose is to highlight life 
in the church for members and friends. 
Comments, articles and information can be 
emailed to crider@bumc.org. The monthly 
deadline is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
Church office phone: 763-561-1684 

Place your ad here!  
If you want to promote your business/
services to our congregations, place 
your ad here for only $5/month.  
Help us help you!! 

Carter’s Dog Sitting Service 
Need a place for your dog to stay 
while you are out of town?  Your 
dogs will enjoy a fenced in  
backyard and the run of our house. 
20 years of experience; reasonable 
rates.         Mike & Kathy Carter  

763-424-2631 

bumc.org 

facebook.com/BrooklynUMC   

@BrooklynUMC 

BrooklynUMC 

Shaklee Quality Nutrition Supplements 
The vitamin / mineral choice of 121  

Olympic medal winners.  Shaklee gives you 
what you need to create healthier lives for you 

and your family.  
Bill Bauer 651-279-0312 
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Sunday Worship Times:       WOW! 
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